COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Monday 26th April 2004, at 7.30 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor A. Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. P. Clarke




Cllr. D. Mac Glennáin 




Cllr. T. Flaherty




Cllr. P. Nolan




Cllr. B. Kearney




Cllr. M. Sexton, T.D.




Cllr. C. Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. J. Clarke, Town Manager.




Mr. D. Rooney, Town Clerk.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Monday 29th March 2004 were confirmed and adopted, on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.

The Minutes of Special Meeting held on Tuesday 13th April 2004 were confirmed and adopted, on the proposal of Cllr. P. Nolan, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock, with the following amendment, as proposed by Cllr. D. Mac Glennáin at that meeting, under the heading of Any Other Business and dealing with Longford Garda Barracks:-

“That this Council write to Minister Parlon informing him that we are prepared to go ahead with the project under the conditions already agreed by him”.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS

The Manager’s Orders submitted since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS

Planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since March 2004 meeting of the Council were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT

Matters arising from Minutes

Pollution  at Dublin Road

The Town Clerk detailed the present position on the flow of water and sewerage onto the Dublin Road and the members expressed satisfaction that these works had now commenced.  It was agreed to keep this matter under continuing review.  

Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. P. Connell

“That Longford Town Council have its own engineer whose sole duty is the area of Longford Town only”.

The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of the Works Programme for 2004 under the following headings:-


Roadworks Programme 


Public Lighting Programme


Small Environmental Schemes


Housing 


Miscellaneous

He stated that these scheme had been prepared by the Town Technician under the supervision of the Town Engineer.

Mr. J. Clarke informed the members that the projects generally undertaken in the town related to small projects and were not attractive from an engineering point of view where a young engineer would be seeking experience in major roadworks and sanitary services schemes.  He stated that with the appointment of a technician in the town, the planning of works and supervision of schemes was working satisfactorily, however, the failure to get work done related to lack of craftsmen and general operative staff.

Cllr. C. Warnock stated that there should be a list of contact and emergency numbers available and posted on the door and on the telephone answering service.

Cllr. T. Flaherty stated that there was no water in Foynes Court over the Easter Bank Holiday Week-end.  The members expressed dissatisfaction at the service being provided by the Sanitary Service Section of Longford County Council.  It was agreed to take this matter up with the County Council.  

Parks and Recreation Areas 

It was noted that the Fás Scheme in the Mall Recreation Centre will stop within twelve months and it was agreed to write to Fás regarding renewal of the scheme.  It was also agreed to investigate the provision of resources in the Annual Budget for the upkeep of the Mall.

Footpath on Farnagh Hill

The members were informed that the estimated cost of providing a footpath from Mac Eoin Park to Shannonvale was estimated at €50,000.  There was no provision in the budget for these works and it was agreed to examine this proposal for the 2005 budget.  

Local Election 2004 

The Town Clerk outlined to the members the preliminary arrangements for the Local Elections to be held in June and these were noted.

Cllr. C. Warnock stated that it was unfair on independent non-party candidates that they have to bring in fifteen electors who are registered local electors in the electoral area concerned to assent to  his or her nomination and he requested Deputy Sexton to take this matter up at Ministerial level.

New Street Environmental Improvement Scheme

The position with this scheme was noted and the closing date for receipt of submissions or observations is Friday 21st May 2004.

Ballymahon Street Car Park

The Town Clerk informed the members that discussions were ongoing with this proposal.

Visit to Sparks, Nevada and New York City

Mayor A. Mitchell gave details of a meeting which he attended with the executives from the Abbott Laboratories in Chicago and members and officials of Longford County Council.  The purpose of the meeting was to update both sides in relation to the economic development of Longford Town and County.  The delegation from Longford was well received by the Abbott Representatives, who had prepared a presentation on Abbott in general with particular reference to the Longford site.  The Abbott representatives stated that they were pleased with the co-operation which they had received from all the organisations in relation to the site at the Ballinalee Road.

Mayor Mitchell also informed the members that a company Panelto Foods Ltd. had intended lodging a planning application this week for a consumer foods business to be developed on a four acre site on the Ballinalee Road with employment targets of up to one hundred people within the next three years.

The members expressed satisfaction with this very heartening news in relation to these two issues.

Mayor Mitchell detailed to the members the expenses he received in respect of the American visit.  Cllr. B. Kearney was informed that the same level of allowances applied to the Deputy Mayor in respect of the American visit.

OPERATION  OF  TAXI  STANDS  -  BYE-LAWS

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Clarke, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock, it was resolved that the Draft Street Service Vehicles Bye-Laws cited as the Longford Appointed Stands Street Service Vehicles Bye-Laws 2004 be adopted.

FINANCIAL  REPORT  UP  TO 31ST  MARCH  2004 

The Financial Report submitted to the meeting was noted.

FIXING  OF  DATE  FOR  TOWN  COUNCIL  MEETING

The date for the May Meeting of the Council was fixed for Wednesday 12th May 2004 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENTATION  -  LOCAL  ELECTIONS  2004 

This presentation was deferred to the May Meeting of the Council.

NOTICE  OF  MOTIONS

Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. B. Kearney

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. B. Kearney and seconded by Cllr. M. Sexton:-

“I request Longford Town Council to reinstate and put in a proper state of repair, the portion of footpath from Mrs. Val Smyth’s on the Athlone Road, out towards Ballymacormack Cemetery for which it has responsibility”.

This Motion was taken with the following Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. B. Kearney:-

“I request Longford Town Council to write to Longford County Council and request they would complete the reinstatement of the Cemetery footpath, before Cemetery Sunday if possible”.

The members were informed that both of these matters were the responsibility of Longford County Council and it was agreed to write to them in this regard.  It was also agreed to leave this on the Agenda for future meetings.

CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. P. Clarke, the list of conferences forwarded to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members:

(1)
Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland Annual Conference – Listowel – 16th / 18th September 2004.

CORRESPONDENCE

The following items of correspondence were noted:-

(1)
The S.P.C. Minutes of Meeting dated Tuesday 2nd March 2004.

(2)
Letter received from Ms. Catherine Burns, Private Secretary to the Minister for Health and Children regarding the Hanley Report and implications for Longford / Westmeath General Hospital.

A lively debate took place on the content of this letter in relation to the impact or otherwise of the Hanly Report on Longford / Westmeath General Hospital.

Cllr. Nolan stated that she was not happy with the response in the letter and expressed disappointment that Phase 2B in the hospital was not due for final completion until 2008.  She also stated that the Accident and Emergency Services were being withdrawn and that casualties from Longford have to go to Longford / Westmeath General Hospital in Mullingar.

It was finally agreed to write to the Minister for Health and Children and request that the Acute Hospitals Review Group set up to review the organisation of acute hospital services in line with the principles of the Hanly Report, that this report should not adversely affect the present level of service in the hospital.

Cllr. Sexton said she considered that the Minister might be leaving the door open for the provision of a speciality service in the hospital.

Cllr. Sexton stated that this would be the last Town Council Meeting  she would attend and she expressed her thanks to the executive and the members on the Town Council for the courtesy extended to her during her period in office.  


The meeting then concluded.


Signed:______________________ 



  Mayor 


Signed:______________________ 



  Town  Clerk 


Dated:   13th May, 2004.         

