COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL  

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 8th December 2004 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor P. Nolan 

Present:

Cllr. P. Connell




Cllr. P. Connellan




Cllr. T. Flaherty




Cllr. B. Gilmore




Cllr. J. Keogh




Cllr. J. McDonnell 




Cllr. A. Mitchell




Cllr. C. Warnock 

In attendance:
Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager




Mr. J. Clarke, Town Manager 




Mr. D. Rooney, Town Clerk 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 8th November 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty and seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.

The Minutes of Adjourned Special Meeting held on Thursday 11th November 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty and seconded by Cllr. J. McDonnell.  Cllr. P. Connellan stated that the Minutes of the Meeting did not reflect that the members were not afforded an opportunity to speak on the subject matter taxi stands.

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 17th November 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. J. McDonnell and seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  AND

APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA  

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

LONGFORD  TOWN  CENTRE  IMPROVEMENT  PROPOSALS 

Mr. Donall Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, made a presentation which provided for the refurbishment of the footpaths and environmental improvements of the main streets of the Town.  He explained details of the plans and drawings submitted to the meeting and stated that the programme could be implemented over a 5 year period.  The scheme provided for high quality widened footpaths, trees, and landscaping, new street lighting and undergrounding of services.

All the members endorsed and welcomed the project and urged that the programme be implemented as soon as possible and within the timeframe if finance permitted.

On the proposal of Cllr. A. Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock the Longford Town Centre Environmental Improvement Scheme was unanimously adopted.

LONGFORD  ENTERPRISE  DEVELOPMENT  

COMPANY   (LEDCo.)  

Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager, addressed the members on this matter.  He informed the members that he was Chairperson of the Company which had undertaken the responsibility of providing an Enterprise Centre in Longford.  Mr. Killeen stated that representatives of Longford Town Council and Longford County Council will be directors of the Company and the purpose of the centre is:-

(1)
To provide quality and affordable incubation space for new and developing businesses.  

(2)
To house Local Development Agencies in a “one stop shop” facility. 

(3)
To provide high quality training space to accommodate the needs of local businesses and community groups.  

Mr. Killeen stated that the building will accommodate 18000 sq. ft. of mixed development and he recommended that the Town Council provide a capital contribution of €200000 and an annual contribution of €10000 towards the running expenses in the initial years.

The members raised a number of queries relating to the proposed development and the County Manager responded to these. 

It was agreed to defer making a decision on this item and to prepare a report for the Budget Meeting of the Town Council. 

MUNICIPAL  POLICY  COMMITTEES 

It was agreed to defer consideration of this item.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated with the Agenda and the Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-

Matters arising from Miniutes 

Road at Lisduff  

Cllr. P. Connell raised this matter at the last meeting.  Reinstatement work on the road has been carried out however, due to the poor conditions of the road before works commenced the quality of the reinstatement looks poor.  A temporary patching job will be carried out and we will examine this road in the course of the 2005 Roadworks Scheme.

Notice of Motion – Cllr. J. McDonnell 

This motion called for a programme to install speed ramps in all housing estates.

The former Town Engineer, Con Diffley, did some work on this programme and it will be finished when his successor takes up appointment.

Windows and Doors Scheme – 37 Houses in Springlawn

This scheme is proceeding satisfactorily.  So far 14 houses have been completed.
Installlation of Electrical Central Heating in Local Authority Houses 

This scheme is nearing completion with an expected  date of 10th December 2004.  A total of 91 houses were included in the scheme.   The grant of €300,000 has been claimed.  The total cost of this scheme is expected to be in the region of €370,000.

Environmental Scheme at Market Square 

This scheme is progressing satisfactorily although a little slower than anticipated.  The contractor is experiencing difficulty with the local businesses in the area and had to carry out the work in two stages.

Priming Grant 

Annaly Park Residents Association  €250.

Traveller Accommodation Plan 

The Draft Plan has already been furnished to you and a reminder that the closing date for submissions is 5th January 2005. 

FINANCIAL  REPORT  JANUARY  -  OCTOBER  2004 

The financial report submitted to the meeting was noted.  The Town Clerk informed the members that the financial position of the authority was satisfactory.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor P. Nolan and seconded by Cllr. A. Mitchell:-

“I give notice to this Council that a fund should be set up, where by, money could be provided for Art Projects.  Starting with this years estimates and including any new developments seeking planning permission”.

The members were informed that larger capital projects provided for a contribution percentage towards arts projects.  It was agreed  to examine these and also to investigate the possibility of providing arts features in private developments.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences below were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Wicklow County Tourism / Wicklow County Council Tourism Seminar – Marriott Hotel, Druids Glen, Newtownmountkennedy, Co. Wicklow – 

27th January 2005.

2)
Clare Tourism Council and Antrim Borough Council – The Dunadry Hotel and Country Club, Muckamore, Dunadry, Co. Antrim – 28th & 29th January 2005.

3)
Colmcille Winter School – Colmcille Heritage Trust, Gartan, Churchhill, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal – 25th / 27th February 2004.

CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr. T. Flaherty raised the text of a motion passed by Balbriggan Town Council and he supported the motion.  Cllr. J. Keogh dissented from this and on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. P. Connellan it was unanimously agreed to write to the Department of Foreign requesting that a safe haven be provided for all asylum seeking unaccompanied children under the age of 18 years until their applications are processed.

PEDESTRIAN  CROSSING  ON  BATTERY  ROAD 

Cllr. P. Connellan queried details of this crossing and it was agreed to write to the County Council requesting further details.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION  -  CARRICKMACROSS  TOWN  COUNCIL 

The terms of this motion relating to higher education grants were unanimously supported.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS  

SAFETY  EQUIPMENT  AT  CAMLIN  RIVER 

Cllr. P. Connellan reaised this issue and was informed that this was being examined and equipment would be put in place as soon as possible.

POLE  AT  DOLANS  -  CLLR.  C.  WARNOCK 

It was agreed to defer this item and await consideration of the report on traffic in the town.

FOOTPATH  AT  ATHLONE  ROAD  

Cllr. P. Connell raised this issue and it was agreed to write to the County Council seeking a further reply.

TRAFFIC  MARKINGS 

Cllr. J. McDonnell raised a number of issues regarding traffic markings in town and it was agreed to have these examined by the Town Engineer.

CLUID  HOUSING 

Mayor P. Nolan stated that the administration of the Cluid Housing Estate Lana Aoibhinn was not functioning properly and that problems had arisen.  It was agreed to invite representatives of Cluid to the Special Housing Meeting.

Cllr. C. Warnock also requested that privately owned boarded up houses in this area be listed as Derelict Sites and action be taken under the act to compulsorily acquire them.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


  Town  Clerk  

Dated:
  12th January, 2005.

