COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 26th January 2004 in the Council Chamber, Municipal 

Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 6.30 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor A. Mitchell 

Present:

Cllr. C. Warnock




Cllr. D. Mac Gleannáin




Cllr. P. Clarke




Cllr. P. Connell




Cllr. T. Flaherty




Cllr. P. Nolan 




Cllr. B. Kearney




Cllr. M. Sexton, T.D.

In attendance:
Mr. J. Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. D. Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. C. Diffley, Town Engineer

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

The minutes of Special Meeting held on 1st December 2003 were confirmed, on the proposal of Cllr. P. Nolan, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.

The minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 8th December 2003 were confirmed, on the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Nolan.

The minutes of General Purposes Committee Meeting held on 8th January 2004 were adopted, on the proposal of Cllr. P. Nolan, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell.

The minutes of the Budget Meeting of Longford Town Council held on 8th January 2004 were adopted, on the proposal of Cllr. D. Mac Gleannáin, seconded by Cllr. P. Nolan.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes

O.P.Ds

The members were informed that all outstanding work on insulation of O.P.D. houses had been completed. 


Alteration of Town Boundary

It was noted that submission would be prepared for the February Meeting of the Council in accordance with the map furnished to the previous meeting of the Council.


Farmer’s Market
The members were informed that the Farmer’s Market were now locating in the Temperance Hall and it was agreed that the Council would facilitate this venture in any way possible.

Lower Main Street Car Park

The Town Clerk informed the members that there was some forward movement in this project and it was agreed to keep this matter under continuous review.

Notice of Motion Cllr. P. Nolan – Letter to Minister for Health

It was noted that no reply had been received from the Minister for Health in relation to the status of the Longford /Westmeath General Hospital.  Cllr. P. Nolan stated that she was disappointed that no response had been forthcoming from the Minister and she stated that the budget for Longford / Westmeath General Hospital had come in €700,000 under budget.  Cllr. C. Warnock stated that the development in Tullamore General Hospital should not be at the cost of the Longford / Westmeath General Hospital in Mullingar.  Cllr. D. Mac Gleannáin stated that the Hanley Report should not be condemned as it made no reference at all to the Longford / Westmeath General Hospital.  Cllr. B. Kearney stated that two further reports were due out and we should defer any consideration until these reports arrived. 

After much discussion, it was agreed that the matter would be deferred to the February meeting of the Council and in the meantime a further letter be written to the Minister for Health and Children and a copy of each letter to the two Dáil Deputies and to Senator Bannon and to the Health Board members on Longford County Council.

Halting Site Maintenance Committee

The present position in relation to the Halting Site Maintenance Committee was noted and it was agreed to defer this for further consideration at the Special Meeting to be held.  It was agreed to invite the recently appointed Facilitator to this meeting.


Pollution at Dublin Road

The Town Engineer outlined the present position in this and it was agreed if there was no movement in this case by the following Friday that the matter would be re-entered in Court.

Delegation to the N.R.A.
Mayor A. Mitchell informed the members about the recent meeting with representatives from the N.R.A.  With regard to the N.5 Bye-Pass it was noted that this project was in the needs study for 2010, however, they were now proceeding with the compulsory purchase procedures and if the opportunity arose the project might go ahead before then.  The representatives form the N.R.A. had no comment to make in relation to the N.63 connection to the N.5.  

Longford Streets     

It was noted that money would be available particularly for New Street and the possibility of carrying out work on Main Street might be investigated if work on the Courthouse was to proceed.  

In relation to pedestrian lights at the Post Office Junction, the report from the Consultants presently doing the traffic study was awaited.

The position in relation to traffic calming on the Ballinalee Road was noted.

Other matters raised were School Lights at the Gael Scoil which the N.R.A. undertook to look into.  The Newtownforbes Bye-Pass was deferred for the moment as they were concentrating on the Dromod Section of that road.

Members spoke of the Press Release which was issued by the Chamber of Commerce in this regard and it was agreed to write to the County Council stating that members of the Town Council should be represented on any delegation or deputation to the N.R.A. particularly where matters related to Longford Town.  

Cllr. C. Warnock stated that he was not happy with the reply from the N.R.A. regarding the traffic route lighting on the Bye-Pass and that this was an amenity to towns people who used this area for walking regularly.

Cllr. B. Kearney said he was not happy with the replies from the N.R.A. and it appeared they were an all powerful institution whose only interest was serving a truck and car dominated country.  He stated that the town of Longford was poorly served by pedestrian crossings and this matter should be attended to.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS

The Manager’s Orders made since the December 2003 meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATION  RECEIVED  AND  

APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA  SINCE  

DECEMBER  MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL

The planning application received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the December meeting of the Council were noted.

DRAFT  DEVELOPMENT  CONTRIBUTION  SCHEME

Mr. James Clarke outlined details on submissions / observations received on the Draft Development Contribution Scheme in accordance with Section 48 of the Planning and Development 2000 to 2002.  He outlined details of the submission made by  (1) The Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association in Limerick,  (2)  The Irish Concrete Federation, Clondalkin, Dublin 22,  

(3)  The Forest Services, Department of Communication, Marine and Natural Resources,  (4)  The Construction Industry Federation, Midland Branch, Western and Midland Region, Galway,  (5)  Roadstone Province Ltd., Galway,  (6)  Longford I.F.A., Longford,  (7)  The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  Mr. Clarke responded to all the issues raised in the submissions.

Cllr. P. Connell stated that the extra charge was putting an increased burden on young couples who if they needed to borrow money to finance the scheme would have to pay approximately €25,000 over a 20 year period.

It was agreed that further information would be sought and the matter was deferred for further consideration at the next meeting of the Council. 

OPERATION  OF  TAXI  STANDS  -  DRAFT  BYE-LAWS

The Draft Bye-Laws submitted were agreed and on the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock, it was agreed to proceed to consultation stage and publish the appropriate notices in this case.  

PAID  PARKING  -  REVIEW  OF  BYE-LAWS

The members raised several issues in relation to paid parking as follows:-

Road markings and lining that required to be done,

The clarification of zonings in the town,

The issue of parking permits and 

The continuing situation with Longford Centre Car Park.

It was agreed to defer further consideration of this to the next meeting of the Council where the results of a study of the usage of machines would be available.

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  STAFF  -  APPLICATION  OF  INCREASES

UNDER  THE  SECOND  PHASE  OF  BENCHMARKING  AND

SECTION 19.18  OF  SUSTAINING  PROGRESS

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Nolan, the application of this increase was agreed.

LOCAL  ELECTIONS  (DISCLOSURE  OF

DONATIONS  AND  EXPENDITURE )  ACT, 1999
The content of this circular was noted and members were informed it was necessary to complete the appropriate forms before 31st January 2004. 

FIXING  OF  DATE  FOR  TOWN  COUNCIL  MEETINGS
It was agreed that the meetings for the rest of the term of the Council would remain on the fourth Monday of the Month.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. P. Nolan and seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock:-

“I give notice of motion to this Council, that the acquisition of the old Garda Station on Dublin Street from the Department of Public Works is prioritised and a meeting with Minister Parlon be sought to bring this issue to a speedy conclusion”.

Cllr. Nolan stated that she had submitted a similar motion to the Council some four years ago and the Town Clerk detailed to the meeting the proposal which was made by the Town Council to the Office of Public Works.

Cllr. Sexton stated that she had taken the matter up with Minister Parlon and hoped to have a final decision within the next couple of weeks.

Cllr. B. Kearney excused himself from the meeting on this issue as he was an adjoining landowner.

CONFERENCES

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell, the following list of conferences were considered suitable for attendance by members of the Town Council:-

1)
Wexford Borough Council / Wexwind Ltd. and Co. Wexford Tourism – Riverbank House Hotel, Wexford – 5th & 6th February 2004.

2)
IDC Conference – Burlington Hotel, Dublin – 10th February 2004.

3)
Carlow Tourism – Seven Oaks Hotel, Carlow – 26th & 27th 

February 2004.

4)
Clare Tourism / Antrim Borough Council – The Dunadry Hotel 

& Country Club, Muckamore, Dunadry, Co. Antrim – 27th to 29th February 2004.

5)
Kerry Environmental Recognition Conference – Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry – 3rd to 6th March 2004.

6)
Duhallow Conference – Duhallow Park Hotel, Killarney Road, Kanturk, Co. Cork – 4th to 7th March 2004.

7)
General Council of County Councils Annual Conference 2004 – Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny – 11th to 13th March 2004.

8)
Kilkee Waterworld – Kilkee Bay Hotel, Kilkee, Co. Clare – 

25th & 26th March 2004.

9)
Clonmel Conference – Slievenamon Golf Club & Fairways Restaurant, Lisronagh, Clonmel – 2nd & 3rd April 2004.

10)
Local Authority Members Association Annual Conference – West County Hotel Conference & Leisure Centre, Ennis – 15th & 16th 

April 2004.

11)
Mayo County Council and Mayo Co. Development Board – Hotel Westport, Westport, Co. Mayo – 22nd & 23rd April 2004.

12)
Longford Association Annual Dinner Dance, London – 7th February 2004.

CORRESPONDENCE

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.  

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS

Cllr. D. Mac Gleannáin raised the issue of crime and public order and he detailed a number of incidents which had taken place recently and he requested that the Gardai be notified.

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Nolan, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock, it was agreed to seek a meeting of the members with the Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform in relation to policing and law and order issues in Longford Town. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_________________________ 



  Mayor

Signed:_________________________



  Town Clerk

Dated:  23rd February, 2004.      

