COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Thursday 29th July 2004 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 3.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor P. Nolan 

Present:

Cllr. P. Connell




Cllr. P. Connellan




Cllr. T. Flaherty




Cllr. B. Gilmore




Cllr. J. Keogh




Cllr. J. McDonnell




Cllr. A. Mitchell




Cllr. C. Warnock 

In attendance:
Mr. M. Killeen, County Manager




Mr. J. Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. D. Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. C. Diffley, Town Engineer




Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner




Mr. E. Kelleher, Assistant Planner

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Thursday 13th May 2004 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. A. Mitchell.

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Friday 28th May 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. B. Gilmore.

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 21st June 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. B. Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS

The Manager’s Orders submitted since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  AND  

APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA  

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

(1)
MATTERS  ARISING  FROM  MINUTES 

WILLOW  PARK  HALTING  SITE

It was noted that a number of new tenants had been appointed to Willow Park Halting Site and it was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the September meeting of the Council and to submit a report in relation to all of the tenants on the site, the current rents, the costs incurred by the Council and security.  It was also agreed to set up a sub-committee of the Council to manage the affairs of the site.

LITTER

Cllr.  C. Warnock cited the case of a judgement made by a local District Justice where he had found a person guilty of a litter offence, however, he did not convict the said person and did not impose a penalty.  All the members present expressed disappointment at this decision and it was agreed to write to the Council’s Legal Adviser and advise him to request the Judge to impose community service as a penalty instead of a monetary fine 

POLLUTION  AT  DUBLIN  ROAD 

The Town Clerk outlined to the members the situation in this and it was noted that the restoration of the footpath and roadway was due to take place.  It was noted that the Court Action involving Hannifins was still on-going and it was agreed to investigate the problem of water flowing onto the road from a different location.

CLUID  HOUSING  ASSOCIATION

The Town Clerk informed the members that a new Housing Liaison Officer, Ms. Sheila Tipper, had been appointed and she was being asked to initiate the consultation process with the residents of St. Michael’s Road to assess the housing needs of prospective tenants with Cluid.   

FOOTPATH  TO CEMETERY

It was noted that no reply was received from the County Council in this regard and it was agreed to write a further letter requesting an urgent response.

(2)
MALL  RECREATION  PARK

The members were notified of the allocation of a further grant of €30,000 in this case and it was noted that investigations were on-going into the type of all weather facility to be provided.

(3)
WINDOWS  AND  DOORS  SCHEME

It was noted that the contract had been placed for the installation of windows and doors in thirty seven houses in Springlawn and it was agreed to ask the contractor to commence and complete the contract as quickly as possible before the bad weather sets in.

(4)
NEW  STREET  ENVIRONMENTAL  

IMPROVEMENT SCHEME  
It was noted that work is progressing satisfactorily on this project.  Cllr. C. Warnock requested that the E.S.B. pole outside Dolan’s house at the pedestrian crossing on the Dublin Road be removed and the Town Engineer agreed to have this matter examined and report to the members.

(5)
ENVIRONMENTAL  SCHEME  AT  MARKET  SQUARE  

The Town Clerk informed the members that a small environmental scheme had been prepared for the South side of the Market Square and it was noted that the closing date for receipt of tenders was the 9th August 2004.

(6)
LOCAL  ELECTION  (DISCLOSURE  OF


DONATIONS  &  EXPENDITURE)  ACT  1999 

The members were reminded that returns are required under Section 13 of the Act not later than the 9th September 2004. 

The members were also asked to return the forms for Declaration of Interest and the A.M.A.I. questionnaire to the Town Clerk as quickly as possible.

(7)
E.S.B.  GLOBAL  CERTIFICATE  


A copy of the notification from the Valuation Office regarding the 

E.S.B. Global Valuation for the town was noted.  It was agreed to write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government asking them to continue it’s policy of off-setting the losses in the valuation by adjusting the Local Government Fund by the same amount.

(8)
INDUCTION  COURSES  FOR  NEWLY  ELECTED  MEMBERS 

It was noted that a programme of induction courses for newly elected members will commence in October.

(9)
RESIDENTIAL  TENANCIES  ACT  2004 

The members were informed that this Act had been enacted and would commence in early September.  The existing system of registration with local authorities under the housing, registration of rented houses regulations will cease and will then become the responsibility of the new Private Residential Tenancies Board (P.R.T.B.).  It was agreed that any arrears outstanding would be vigorously followed.

(10)
BACK  LANES 

The present position on the programme for renewal of Back Lanes was noted.  It was agreed that the Back Lane behind St. Bridget’s Terrace to Annaly Park would be next on the list for repair.

(11)
CENTRAL  HEATING  SYSTEMS  FOR


LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOUSES 

It was noted that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government had announced a programme to provide central heating facilities in Local Authority houses.  The measures provide for attic insulation, draught proofing to existing windows and doors and lagging of pipework and cylinders and the installation of mains operated smoke alarms, together with central heating facilities.  The members were informed that a grant of €5,600 or up to 80% of the cost is available.  

It was agreed to prepare a scheme and submit to the Department for funding and also to seek an extension of time in view of the short period available 

(12)
OLD  GARDA  BARRACKS,  DUBLIN  STREET

It was noted that a revised proposal had been submitted to the Office of Public Works and that no further word had been received from them.  It was agreed to write to the Office of Public Works in this regard.

(13)
COMMUNITY  CHILDCARE  IN  SPRINGLAWN

The members were informed that Community Childcare facility in Springlawn is now open and operational.  It was agreed to hold an official opening ceremony some time in September.

QUARTERLY  FINANCIAL  REPORT

The quarterly financial report to the 30th June 2004 was noted.  Cllr. A. Mitchell stated that the amount of the County Demand should be agreed between the County Council and the Town Council in advance of the Budget Meeting.

PUBLICATION  OF  CODE  OF  CONDUCT  FOR  COUNCILLORS 

The document regarding the Code of Conduct for Councillors was noted.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

“I propose a Notice of Motion to call on Longford Town Council to explore the possibility of installing Speed Ramps in every Town Council housing estate and every other estate that the Town Council have taken control over”.

It was agreed to prepare a report for the September meeting of the Council on the provision of ramps in the town.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

“I propose a Notice of Motion calling on Longford Town Council to conduct an immediate survey to ascertain exactly how low income families are coping with the affordability of electric heating and cooking in houses lacking a range”. 

It was noted that approximately thirty to forty houses within the Town Council area used electricity for heating and cooking in houses and it was agreed to prepare a report in this regard for the September meeting of the Council.

MINUTES  OF  MEETING  OF  SANITARY  AND  ENVIRONMENT 

STRATEGIC  POLICY  COMMITTEE  HELD  ON  29TH  MARCH  2004 

These Minutes were noted and it was agreed to ask the County Council to furnish a report on the quality of water in the town for the next meeting of the Council.   

It was also agreed to seek a report on the provision of a Civic Amenity Site in the town for the next meeting of the Council.

MINUTES  OF  MEETING  OF  HOUSING  &  SOCIAL  

POLICY,  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  CONTROL  

POLICY  S.P.C.  HELD  ON  10TH  MAY  2004

The Minutes of Meeting of Housing & Social Policy, Planning and Building Control Policy S.P.C. held on 10th May 2004 were noted.

It was agreed to put housing matters on the Agenda for the September meeting with particular reference to the houses being constructed at ‘The Hill of Hollow’ on Farnagh Hill, together with other housing matters.  

MINUTES  OF  MEETING  OF  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT,

URBAN  &  RURAL  RENEWAL  CULTURAL  &  RECREATIONAL  

POLICIES  S.P.C.  HELD  ON  14TH  MAY  2004 

The Minutes of meeting of Economic Development, Urban & Rural Renewal Cultural & Recreational Policies S.P.C. held on 14th May 2004 were noted.

It was agreed to seek an update on the present position of the Swimming Pool for the September meeting of the Council.

CONFERENCES 

The following conferences were considered appropriate for the Council to attend:-

1)
Confederation of European Councillors Informatin/Training Seminar – Hudson Bay Hotel, Athlone, Co. Westmeath – 4th September 2004.

2)
Ballymote Community Enterprise Ltd. Conference (re-scheduled) – September 2004. 

3)
Omagh District Council Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend – Silverbirch Hotel, Gortin Road, Omagh – 17th / 19th September 2004.

4)
Greystones Town Council – La Touche Legacy Seminar – La Touche Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow – 1st / 3rd October 2004.

5)
Confederation of European Councillors Annual Conference 2004 – Caleta Hotel, Gibraltar – 14th / 17th October 2004.

6)
Kadenza Consultancies and Cllr. Denis Bourke, Carrick-on-Suir – The Carraig Hotel, Main Street, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary – 29th & 30th October 2004.

7)
Local Authority Members Association (L.A.M.A.) Annual Winter Seminar 2004 – Fairways Hotel, Dublin Road, Dundalk – 12th & 13th November 2004.

CORRESPONDENCE  

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

DRAFT  RETAIL  GUIDELINES

Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha outlined the Draft Retail Strategy for Longford Town which was prepared in accordance with the Retail Planning Guidelines for Local Authorities issued by the Department of the Environment and Local Government in 2000.

The Draft Strategy sets out the boundaries of the main shopping areas within Longford Town and it’s environs and a broad assessment of the need for additional retail floor space in the Longford area.

On the proposal of Cllr. A. Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock, it was agreed to proceed with the process of incorporating the strategy into the Longford Town Development Plan.

VARIATION  OF  TOWN  DEVELOPMENT  

PLAN  -  CARDINAL  HEALTH  SITE  

Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager, outlined to the members the proposal to vary to Town Development Plan involving the Cardinal Health Site.  

The County Manager informed the members that the present owners, Ashbrook Developments, now required that the site be re-zoned for a number of proposals with included a mix of industrial, commercial and residential/amenity.

Mr. Don O’Donoghue made a visual presentation in relation to the site and the surrounding area.  He spoke of the history of the company and he outlined other similar developments the company had been involved in.  He stated that planning permission would have to be sought for any proposals which might come forward and that the company would be in consultation with the executive of the Council regarding these projects.  Both Mr. O’Donoghue and Mr. Pat Ridge answered queries in relation to the development and on the proposal of Cllr. A. Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell, it was agreed to initiate the process to vary the Town Development Plan.  

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Council would take place on Wednesday 22nd September 2004 at 7.30 p.m.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


   Town  Clerk  

Dated:    22nd  September, 2004. 

