COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 

29th March 2004, in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 7.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor A. Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. C. Warnock




Cllr. D. Mac Glennáin




Cllr. P. Clarke




Cllr. P. Connell




Cllr. T. Flaherty




Cllr. P. Nolan




Cllr. M. Sexton, T.D.




Cllr. B. Kearney

In attendance:
Mr. J. Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. D. Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner




Mr. Eoin Kelleher, Assistant Planner

Mayor A. Mitchell opened the meeting and stated that Cllr. P. Clarke had sought leave to address the meeting and this was agreed. 

Cllr. Clarke addressed the meeting and informed the members that he was withdrawing his nomination for the forthcoming Local Elections.  He stated that it was his wish that his statement would be made firstly to the Town Council and regretted that this matter had become public in advance of this opportunity.  Cllr. Clarke thanked the members and officials of Longford Town Council for the courtesies extended to him in his thirty seven years service on the Council.  Cllr. Clarke stated that it was an honour to serve the people of the town and now the time had come to take a back seat.  

All of the members present congratulated Cllr. Clarke on his service to the town and council and while regretting his decision wished himself and his wife Loretta the best of luck, health and happiness in the future.  

CONSIDEREATION  OF  PLANNING  POLICY

Consideration of this matter arose at the Town Council meeting where the members spoke of the large increase in building apartment blocks rather than residential houses and the purpose of the meeting was to decide the policy for the future.

Mr. Eoin Kelleher, Assistant Planner, detailed to the members the total number of apartments which had been granted permission in the last few years, some of which were yet to be occupied and some to be built.  He informed the members that the density was low in these projects as opposed to the government guidelines.  

Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, informed the members that some of the apartment buildings in the town would not have been built if the densities granted were not approved and he outlined areas where previously the sites involved were all derelict.  

It was agreed that the Town Council Policy in relation to apartment buildings in the town would be reviewed and that these would be generally discouraged and it was also agreed to examine whether it was necessary to amend the Town Development Plan to take this policy into consideration.

ADVERTISING  STRUCTURES

Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha informed the members that the Town Council policy was to discourage the erection of advertising structures in the town.  He noted that many already existed and nothing could be done in these cases.  However, it was agreed to identify sites where the erection of these advertising structures might be allowed for advertising by local community groups.  

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of An Coiste Logainmneacha Longfoirt held on Monday 23rd February 2004 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Nolan and seconded by Cllr. P. Connell.  

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Monday 23rd February 2004 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell and seconded by Cllr. P. Clarke.

The Minutes of the Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on Monday 1st March 2004 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell.  

The Minutes of the Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd March 2004 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS

The Manager’s Orders submitted since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS

The planning applications and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the February 2004 meeting of the Council were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT

Matters arising from Minutes

Pollution at Dublin Road

The Town Clerk detailed the present situation on the flow of water and sewerage onto the Dublin Road and expressed disappointment that works had not yet commenced in this case.  It was agreed to keep this matter under continuing review.

Regional Planning Guidelines

The Town Clerk informed the members that a closing date for the submission of observations to the Midland Regional Development Authority was 21st April 2004.  

Local Elections 2004 

It was agreed that the Count for the Town Council Elections will take place at the same venue as for the County Council Elections.  

It was also agreed that a presentation on Electronic Voting would be made at the next meeting of the Council.  

The members were also informed of the procedures for the opening of postal and special voting on the night of the election and it was agreed that the input of these votes to the system would take place at 8.00 p.m. on that night.

New Street Environmental Improvement Scheme

The members were informed of the proposal for this Environmental Scheme and it was agreed to keep it under review pending completion of the scheme.

Cllr. B. Kearney requested that a loading bay be placed on New Street and it was agreed to examine this proposal.  It was also agreed to investigate the location of the flashing lights and zebra crossing at Dolan’s on Keon’s Terrace and also to investigate the possibility of putting pedestrian traffic lights at the top of New Street.

Operation of the De-scaler in the town area

The members were informed of the detail of the operation of the de-scaler in the town area and Cllr. P. Nolan stated that the de-scaler should be available to the Town Council at all times.  Cllr. C. Warnock stated that the possibility of acquiring a second one for the town area should be examined as problems might occur in two different areas at the same time.

Mr. J. Clarke informed the members that the County Council did not have a system in place for dealing with emergencies.  It was agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council and to put this item on the agenda.  

Parks and Recreation Areas

The members were informed of the grass cutting and maintenance programme for green areas in and around the town and it was noted that a new Kiboto Mowing Machine had been purchased.

Cllr. D. Mac Glennáin stated that the uneven areas on the approach roads to the town should be levelled and on the proposal of Mayor A. Mitchell it was agreed that a joint meeting of the Town Council and the County Council Longford Area Committee should be held with a view to work out a programme for grass cutting in and around the town and street cleaning.

Presentation of Achievement Awards

It was agreed that the Presentation of Achievement Awards would take place on Friday 30th April 2004 at 8.30 p.m.  

SECTION  183  NOTICE – DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY

AT  CHAPEL  STREET,  LONGFORD  -  D & B  SMITH

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell, it was agreed to dispose of property at Chapel Street, Longford, as set out in the Section 183 Notice to the meeting.

REVISION  OF  PAID  PARKING  SCHEME

A general discussion took place on the operation of the paid parking scheme in Longford and members felt that the scheme was working well.

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell, it was agreed that the road at Bog Lane leading out to Ballymahon Street be temporarily  closed in advance of  the completion of  the  Ballymahon Street 

Car Park.  Cllr. C. Warnock raised the issue of cars being parked illegally in Sandy Row and it was agreed that this would be attended to when the new road markings were in place.

Cllr. P. Connell raised the issue of the car park in the Shopping Centre and stated that the Management Agent of the Shopping Centre should again be contacted to see if the problem could be sorted out.  

It was also agreed to write to the Station Master at Longford Station in relation to cars parked illegally on their property and to request them to have road markings carried out.

On the proposal of Cllr. D. MacGlennáin, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock, the following amendments were made to the Bye-Laws:-

(1)
Harbour Point Car Park to be an all day car park – charge €2.

(2)
Cathedral Car Park to be an all day car park – charge €2.

(3)
A.I.B.P. Car Park at Bridge Street, Longford, to be an all day car park  -  charge €2.

(4)
Battery Road – from St. John’s Church and the Ribbon Factory to be all day parking  -  charge €2.

GAELSCOIL  LONGFOIRT  -  FONDERMANN’S  SITE

Mayor A. Mitchell enquired whether it would be possible to lease part of this site that was considered originally for a roadway to the Gaelscoil and it was agreed to examine this proposal and to adjourn the matter for consideration at a Special Meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday 13th April 2004. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  GENERAL  OPERATIVE  AND  

RELATED  GRADES  -  FIRST  PHASE  OF  INCREASE 

The implementation of this increase was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Clarke, seconded by Cllr. D. MacGlennáin.

CONFERENCES

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting was considered suitable for attendance by the members and was proposed by Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell.  

1)
Tipperary Peace Convention – Tipperary Town – 16th / 18th April 2004.

2)
Sherkin Island Environmental Conference – Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork – 22nd / 23rd April 2004.

3)
Kadenza Consultancies Conference – Clonea Strand Hotel, Dungarvan,


Co. Waterford – 7th / 8th May 2004.

4)
Ballymote Conference – Coach House Hotel, Ballymote, Co. Sligo – 

28th / 29th May 2004.

Cllr. B. Kearney requested to know what the cost of sending the Mayor and Deputy Mayor to Sparks, Nevada and New York and it was agreed that a report would be prepared for the next meeting of the Council.

Consideration of the other items on the Agenda was deferred to a Special Meeting to be held Tuesday 13th April 2004. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_________________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:_________________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:    26th April, 2004. 

