COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFORT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Thursday 13th May 2004 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford at 7.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor A. Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. C. Warnock




Cllr. D. Mac Glennáin




Cllr. P. Clarke




Cllr. P. Connell

Cllr. P. Nolan

Cllr. B. Kearney

In Attendance:
Mr. J. Clarke – Town Manager




Mr. D. Rooney – Town Clerk




Mr. C. Diffley – Town Engineer

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on Monday 26th April 2004 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell seconded by Cllr. P. Nolan.

The Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 26th April 2004 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Clarke seconded by Cllr. P. Nolan.

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 26th April 2004 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. P. Clarke seconded by Cllr. P. Nolan.

MANAGER’S ORDERS

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Meeting were noted.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND APPEALS 

TO AN BORD PLEANALA

The Planning Applications and Appeals to an Bord Pleanana since the last Meeting of the Council were noted.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

Pollution at Dublin Road

The Town Clerk outlined details of the work now in progress and members expressed satisfaction with the present situation, however, it was agreed to pursue the legal action initiated if the project was not satisfactorily completed.

Local Elections 2004

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Count Centre will be the balcony in the Mall Complex.  He informed the members that nomination papers were now available and closing date for receipt of same is 22nd May 2004 at 12.00pm.

Mall Recreation Park

The Members were informed that a grant of €100,000 had been made by the Department of Sport and Tourism for the provision of an All Weather Pitch at the Mall.  It was noted that the grant was less than that applied for, however, it was agreed to examine the Project and assess what can be provided within Budget.

Footpath Athlone Road To Cemetery

Mr J. Clarke outlined details of a letter he had received from Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Roads with the County Council.  The letter stated that an application had been made to the National Roads Authority for funding for this Project.  The response however was that there were no plans or funds in place at the moment for this project.

The Junction at Mastertec Business Park

The members were informed that it was the considered view of the Roads Directorate that this junction was safe and not a danger to road users.

The members expressed dissatisfaction with both of the responses in these cases  

It was agreed to take both of these matters up with the County Council once again.

Longford Sewerage Scheme

The reply received from Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Sanitary and Environment was read to the meeting and it was noted that the matter had been referred to the Department of the Environment for attention.

Cluid Housing Association

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had a further meeting with the representatives of the Cluid Housing Association who were interested in taking over the remaining houses in St. Michael’s Road.  It was agreed to keep this matter under continuous review and to investigate the possibility of including two derelict houses in Congress Terrace in the Scheme.

I.B.A.L. Survey

The result of the most recent litter survey was noted and members expressed disappointment at the result, which the Town obtained.  The members expressed dissatisfaction at the bad publicity, which had been levelled at the Town Council following the results.

It was agreed that this matter would be taken up at the next available Tidy Towns Meeting.

Correspondence

 Notice of Motion submitted from Tralee Town Council:

 ‘Tralee Town Council called on the Minister for Social and Family Affairs to restore the payments of sick pay and unemployment benefit to widows and widowers’.  It was agreed to support this Motion and to write to the Minister in this regard.

‘Tralee Town Council call on the Minister for Justice Equality and Law Reform to amend Secion 30 of the Garda Siochana Bill 2004 so as to allow Town Councils representation on joint Policing Committees as proposed under Section 31 of the Bill. Also, that a copy of this letter be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment and Local Government’.  If passed this Motion will be circulated to other Town Councils in advance of their next Monthly Meetings.

The members supported the motion and it was agreed to write to the Minister for Justice Equality and Law Reform in support of the Motion. 

Any Other Business

Cllr. P. Nolan raised the issue of a questionnaire, which had been received from the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in relation to the performance of the Council.  The members agreed not to reply to this unsigned letter as the achievements carried out by the Council in the term of office had been widely reported in the media.

Cllr. P. Clarke raised the matter of autism, which had been the subject of a recent Prime Time Programme.  It was agreed to write to the Minister for Health and Children to provide more resources for this worthy cause

The meeting then concluded.

Signed:___________________________

Mayor

Signed:__________________________ 


 Town Clerk

Dated: 28th May 2004

