COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL  

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 17th November 2004 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor P. Nolan.

Present:

Cllr. P. Connell




Cllr. P. Connellan




Cllr. T. Flaherty




Cllr. B. Gilmore




Cllr. J. Keogh




Cllr. J. McDonnell




Cllr. A. Mitchell




Cllr. C. Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. J. Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. D. Rooney, Town Clerk

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 20th October 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.  

Cllr. P. Connellan asked that the Minutes of this meeting reflect the fact that Cllr. Connellan, Cllr. T. Flaherty and Cllr. J. McDonnell objected to the schemes for the installation of electrical central heating units.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  AND  

APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and Cllr. Connellan requested that the report be circulated with the agenda or in advance of the meeting.

Windows and Doors Scheme – 37 Houses in Springlawn 

It was noted that a total of ten houses would be completed by the end of the week i.e. 19/11/04.  

Central Heating in Local Authority Houses  

The Town Clerk informed the members that the first fixing had been carried out on all of the O.P.Ds in the town, twenty nine houses in Springlawn and on seven houses in other areas.  It was noted that second fixing would take place in two to three weeks.  The members were informed that the budget for the scheme will be fully used up.

Cllr. J. McDonnell asked why no letter was sent to the residents in Annaly Park in relation to this scheme.

Environmental Scheme – Market Square 

The members were informed that work is progressing satisfactorily at this location with the expected completion dated the 3rd December 2004.

Resurfacing 

The members were informed that resurfacing work was taking place satisfactorily at Earl Street, Legion Terrace, Little Water Street and Park Road.  It was noted that the adverse weather conditions had slowed down the work.  The Town Clerk informed the members that it was preferable to carry out this work in the summer months, however, due to the unavailability of contractors this was not possible.

Cllr. P. Connell requested that the drainage work which had been carried out at Lisduff be examined as the remedial works on the road were most unsatisfactory.  It was agreed to have this matter examined.

Christmas Lights 

The members were informed that the turning on of Christmas Lights will take place on Thursday 9th December at 6.00 p.m.  

Priming Grants

Payment of €250 priming grant for Woodlands Residents Association was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. A. Mitchell.

Members Insurance 

The members insurance scheme was circulated to the members and on the proposal of Cllr. A. Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. B. Gilmore, it was agreed that the Council would adopt Scheme B.  

SECTION  183  NOTICE  -  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY  

AT  GREAT  WATER  STREET,  LONGFORD  TO

TRIPLEBERRY LTD.  IN  TRUST

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. B. Gilmore, the disposal of this property in accordance with the Section 183 Notice was approved.

HOUSING  FINANCE  AGENCY  LOAN  €750,000 

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell, it was agreed to raise a loan of €750,000 from the Housing Finance Agency for housing purposes.

LONGFORD  COUNTY  DEVELOPMENT  BOARD

APPOINTMENT  OF  ONE  REPRESENTATIVE

Cllr. P. Connellan was proposed by Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. J. McDonnell.

Cllr. A. Mitchell was proposed by Cllr. C. Warnock and seconded by Cllr. P. Connell.  

The following vote took place and Cllr. Mitchell was nominated to sit on the Longford County Development Board.

For Cllr. Connellan:-

Cllr. Connellan, Cllr. Gilmore, Cllr. Flaherty, 

Cllr. McDonnell

For Cllr. Mitchell:-

Mayor Nolan, Cllr. Warnock, Cllr. Mitchell, 





Cllr. Connell and Cllr. Keogh.

STRATEGIC  POLICY  COMMITTEES  -  

APPOINTMENT  OF  TWO  MEMBERS  

The following proposals were made:-

Cllr. T. Flaherty proposed Cllr. B. Gilmore and was seconded by Cllr. P. Connellan.

Cllr. J. McDonnell proposed Cllr. T. Flaherty and was seconded by Cllr. P. Connellan.  

Cllr. A. Mitchell proposed Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.

Cllr. A. Mitchell proposed Cllr. J. Keogh, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.

The following vote took place and Cllr. P. Connell was nominated to the Roads and Transportation Strategic Policy Committee and Cllr. J. Keogh to the Housing and Planning Strategic Policy Committee.

For Cllr. Gilmore:-
Cllr. Connellan, Cllr. Flaherty, Cllr. Gilmore and 

Cllr. McDonnell. 

Against:-

Cllr. Connell, Cllr. Keogh, Cllr. Mitchell, Mayor 

Nolan, and Cllr. Warnock.

For Cllr. Flaherty:-
Cllr. Connellan, Cllr. Flaherty, Cllr. Gilmore and




Cllr. McDonnell.

Against:-

Cllr. Connell, Cllr. Keogh, Cllr. Mitchell, Mayor




Nolan, and Cllr. Warnock.

For Cllr. Connell;-
Cllr. Connell, Cllr. Keogh, Cllr. Mitchell, Mayor




Nolan, and Cllr. Warnock.

Against:-

Cllr. Connellan, Cllr. Flaherty, Cllr. Gilmore and




Cllr. McDonnell.

For Cllr. Keogh:-
Cllr. Connell, Cllr. Keogh, Cllr. Mitchell, Mayor




Nolan and Cllr. Warnock.

Against:-

Cllr. Connellan, Cllr. Flaherty, Cllr. Gilmore and 




Cllr. McDonnell.

DATE  FOR  MEETINGS 

It was agreed to hold the Monthly Meetings on the second Wednesday of each month and on the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. J. Keogh it was agreed to hold the Budget Meeting on the 14th January 2005. 

NOTICE  OF  MOTION

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor P. Nolan, seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty:-

“That this Council contact, again, the Minister for Justice Equality and Law Reform, regarding a meeting which was requested by the previous Council with regards to extra gardai for Longford”.

Mayor P. Nolan stated that the Gardai in the town had been stretched to the limit and cited a troublesome area in Southhill in Limerick which was blitzed by Garda presence for a period to eliminate crime and lawlessness.  It worked in that area and Mayor Nolan requested that a similar presence should take place in troublesome areas in the town.

Cllr. B. Gilmore stated that the decision regarding location of Gardai rests with the Commissioner and it was agreed to write to the local Superintendent and to the Chief Superintendent and to the Commissioner and request to know if the local Superintendent has requested more Gardai.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. J. McDonnell:- 

“I propose that the Council should establish Community Policing   

 Partnerships as a committee of the Council on the following basis:

I. CPP membership must be elected by the Council.

II. The nomination process should be transparent and based on published criteria.

III. The compositon should be 1/3 elected representatives (of a cross-party nature), 1/3 representatives from local statutory agencies and 1/3 from the local community and voluntary sector – each component group including at least 50% women – with a view to increasing diversity and representation to reflect as fully as possible the actual composition of communities in the district.

IV. There should be public meetings between the CPP and the District Superintendent, at which he/she would present reports and answer questions.

V. The CPP in turn should have the opportunity and the responsibility to reflect community concerns and priorities, and to make recommendations.

VI. There should also be a mechanism for members of the public to address questions to the Superintendent at the public meetings, through the CPP chair.

VII. The Superintendent should be required to take CPP views into account when formulating or implementing policing plans and strategies for the district.”

Cllr. J. McDonnell agreed to withdraw this motion in light of the proposed Garda Bill which was passing through the Houses of the Oireachtas.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Mayor P. Nolan and seconded by Cllr. A. Mitchell:-

“That this Council seek a deputation to meet the Minister for Transport, Mr. Martin Cullen, with regard to the Sligo to Dublin train.  This train continuously fails to service the needs of the people of this Town and County”.

Mayor P. Nolan informed the members that problems had arisen with the Sligo train to Dublin which left Longford at approximately 9.30 a.m.  This train consisted of old rolling stock and continuously breaks down.

Cllr. T. Flaherty stated that the condition of this train is so poor that leaves on the track can knock it out of action.

Cllr. A. Mitchell stated that priority should be given to the Sligo line rather than the Cork and Limerick routes.  

It was agreed to write to the Minister in this regard and request that the old rolling stock be replaced.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting was considered appropriate for the members to attend:-

1)
Clare Tourism Council and Clare County Council – Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare – 25th / 27th November 2004.

2)
Mid-West Regional Authority – Temple Gate Hotel, Ennis, Co. Clare - 3rd / 4th February 2005.

3)
Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland – Holiday Inn, Letterkenny  -  11th / 12th February 2005.

CORRESPONDENCE

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

Cllr. C. Warnock referred to a letter from the A.M.A.I. which quoted from a letter from the Chambers of Commerce in Ireland.  Clr. Warnock stated that it was their wish that Town Councils be abolished and he stated that the President of A.M.A.I. had contacted each local chamber of commerce enquiring if they agreed with the policy and to let us know where they stand on this issue.

Cllr. A. Mitchell stated that the Chambers of Commerce of Ireland were trying to usurp the authority of the Council and the Chamber should realise that councillors represented all strands of society and progress could only be made by means of a partnership approach by councils and the chambers.

Cllr. T. Flaherty raised the content of a letter from Mr. J. McCreanor, Bannon Terrace, Longford, regarding house foundations and heavy traffic in this location.  Cllr. Flaherty proposed, seconded by Cllr. B. Gilmore, that weight restriction of three tonne in every housing estate be imposed.  It was agreed to have this matter examined.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS  

POLE  AT  DOLANS 

Cllr. C. Warnock raised this issue and it was agreed to write to the County Council and National Roads Authority requesting that some action be taken in this regard.

LONGFORD  SWIMMING  POOL

Cllr. J. Keogh raised the issue of Longford Swimming Pool and it was agreed to seek a meeting with the appropriate Minister.  He stated that the present pool at the Market Square would be closed over the Christmas period and requested that the two local T.Ds and the Oireachtas members in the County be lobbied in this regard.

DERELICT  SITES  AT  ST.  MICHAEL’S  ROAD

It was agreed to have these matters examined.

SEWERAGE  AT  CENTENARY  SQUARE  

Cllr. P. Connell raised the issue of sewerage at Centenary Square and it was agreed to have this matter examined.

NO. 5  TEMPLEMICHAEL  TERRACE  

Cllr. T. Flaherty raised the question of a house No. 5 Templemichael Terrace, Longford, which was recently put up for sale.

Mr. J. Clarke informed the members that this house had been advertised for tender for repairs and the lowest tender price was €73,000.  In view of this high cost it was agreed that we test the market regarding the sale of the property and a further report will be submitted to the Council in this regard. 

CIVIC  RECEPTION  

On the proposal of Mayor P. Nolan, seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty, it was agreed to ask the General Purposes Committee to hold a Civic Reception for St. Christopher’s to mark their 40 years in existence.     

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


   Mayor   

Signed:_______________________ 


   Town Clerk  

Dated:    8th December, 2004. 

