COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 20th October 2004 in the Council Chamber, 

Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor P. Nolan

Present:

Cllr. P. Connell




Cllr. P. Connellan




Cllr. T. Flaherty




Cllr. B. Gilmore




Cllr. J. McDonnell 




Cllr. A. Mitchell




Cllr. C. Warnock 

Apology:

An apology was received from Cllr. J. Keogh.

In attendance:
Mr. J. Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. D. Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. C. Diffley, Town Engineer

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 22nd September 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty.

The Minutes of the Meeting of An Coiste Logainmneacha Longfoirt held on Wednesday 22nd September 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty seconded by Mayor P. Nolan.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA  

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

Windows and Doors Scheme – 37 Houses in Springlawn

The Town Clerk informed the members that this contract had commenced and it was noted that seven houses had been completed and that good progress was being made with this contract.

Central Heating in Local Authority Rented Dwellings 

The members were informed that a grant of €300,000 had been approved by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to provide central heating in Local Authority houses.  €60,000 is being provided from our own resources.  The members were informed that tenders had been invited from suitable contractors and a contract had been placed for the appropriate installation in all the O.P.Ds in the town.  It was noted that the individual houses would require a different application of work to be done on the house depending on the existing facilities in the house.  They were also informed that the 2005 scheme if approved might allow for alternative systems to be installed.

The Town Clerk also informed the members that the residents in all the rented houses in Springlawn had been written to asking them to indicate if they were interested in the system being installed in their houses.  It was noted that fifteen positive replies had been received. 

A wide ranging discussion took place on the merits or otherwise of the electrical system of heating.  However, the Town Clerk informed the members that due to the short time available it was not possible to seek tenders for an alternative method of heating.

It was agreed that the contractor would be asked to hold a workshop in order to explain the most efficient way of operating the systems.

Mr. J. Clarke informed the members that an examination of the different forms of central heating in County Council houses was being undertaken at present and the results of this would be available at the next meeting of the Council. 

Environmental Scheme – Market Square 

The members were informed that this scheme is ready to commence and a contractor will start on this work shortly.

Mall Recreation Park – All Weather Facility  

The members were informed that the specification and tender documents were being prepared and it was hoped to be in a position to advertise this shortly.

Purchase of computers for Members 

The members were informed that computers would be purchased for the four new members and the Town Clerk stated that he hoped all the meeting documentation could be forwarded through the system when up and working.

Earl Street Resurfacing 

The members were informed that work had commenced on the rebuilding of gullies on Earl Street and that resurfacing would be done within the next week.

Drainage Works 

The members were informed that two schemes of drainage are presently being done, one at Abbeycartron Lane and the other at Lisduff Hill.  These had been problematic with flooding in recent times.

The members detailed flooding problems at the following locations:-  


Under the bridge on the Athlone Road


Flooding at Ardnacassa


Flooding at St. Mel’s Road and


Flooding at the area opposite Aldi caused by road resurfacing.

It was agreed that these matters would attended by the Town Council or referred on to the County Council where appropriate.  

It was agreed that all the gullies in the town would be cleaned out before the heavy rain of winter.  
 

MUNICIPAL  POLICY  COMMITTEE 

It was agreed that further information would ascertained on the workings of these committees in other towns and the matter would be examined at a future meeting of the Council.

ALTERATION  OF  TOWN  BOUNDARY  

It was noted that this item was previously agreed at a meeting of the Council to review the Development Plan.  Cllr. A. Mitchell queried how the boundaries had been set and he was informed that the appropriate roadway in the area was used as the boundary and if there was no roadway available either a townland boundary or a water course running through the area.

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Mayor P. Nolan, it was resolved to send a formal request to the County Council to approve the alteration of the boundary.

PRIMING  GRANTS  2004 

Priming Grants of €250 were approved for the following estates:-



Park Court



Shannonvale



College Park



MacEoin Park



Teffia Park



Ardnacassa  (Dublin Road)



Ardeevan 

It was noted that there was a small balance available in the budget.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. P. Connellan and seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty:-

“That Longford Town Council request Longford County Council to put in a pedestrian crossing prior to the anticipated opening of the Masonic Hall in November 2004”.

It was agreed to write to the County Council requesting that this be done.

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. P. Connellan and seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty:-

“That Longford Town Council ascertain from Longford County Council a commencement date for the landscaping and infrastructural improvements in McEoin Park”.

Mr. J. Clarke informed the members that a firm of consultants Messrs. Cunnane, Stratton and Reynolds had been requested to examine this project.  He stated that a very wide ranging consultation process had been undergone and that application had been made to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for funding.  It was noted that the report would be available within two months.  

Several of the members stated that antisocial behaviour was prominent in this estate and it was noted that the majority of the tenants are decent lay abiding citizens and that the main body of trouble was being caused by a small number of families.  It was agreed that the Council must take positive action in this regard and the message should go out loud and clear to all concerned.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. P. Connellan, seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty:-

“That the Council make immediate arrangements with Iarnrod Eireann for suitable facilities for parking of cars arriving and departing from the Longford Station”.  

The Town Clerk informed the members that he already written to C.I.E. in this regard stating that the Council were unhappy with the parking arrangements in this area and also that the Council had a parking area rented from C.I.E. at a substantial cost to the Council.

Cllr. C. Warnock stated that the services being provided by Bus Eireann had increased dramatically in recent times and it was agreed to write to C.I.E. urgently requesting action in this area.

CONFERENCES  

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting was considered suitable for attendance by the members.

1)
Ballymote Community Enterprise – Coach House Hotel, Ballymote, Co. Sligo – 15th & 16th October 2004.

2)
Enterprise Kiltullagh Ltd. – White House Hotel, Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon – 28th October 2004.

3)
Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly – Newgrange Hotel, Navan, Co. Meath – 28th & 29th October 2004. 

4)
County Carlow Chamber of Commerce, Industry & Tourism – Seven Oaks Hotel, Carlow – 5th November 2004.

5)
Laois County Council – Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise, Co. Laois – 20th & 21st October 2004.

6)
Noyal Chatillon sur Seiche, Brittany, France – 15th / 19th September 2004.

7)
Longford Association New York Dinner Dance – 2nd October 2004.  

8)
Confederation of European Councillors – Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh – 2nd & 3rd December 2004.


9)
Kadenza Consultancies & Denis Bourke, MCC, TC  - The Carraig Hotel, Main Street, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary – 29th & 30th October 2004. 

On the proposal of Cllr. A. Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock it was agreed that all of the members attend the L.A.M.A. Winter Seminar on Friday 12th and Saturday 13th November 2004.

CORRESPONDENCE  

The correspondence submitted to the members was noted.

Cllr. T. Flaherty queried a letter from the Midland Health Board addressed to the Mayor in relation to a visit to the Longford Westmeath Regional Hospital by Mayor Nolan and the Mayor of Longford County Council, Cllr. Maura Kilbride Harkin.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that all of the members of the Council should have been invited to attend.

Cllr. P. Connellan stated that she was a nurse by profession and would have appreciated an opportunity to attend.

It was agreed to write to the Midland Health Board requesting a meeting for any of the members who wish to attend.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Vocational Educational Committee 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the C.E.O. of the Vocational Educational Committee had written requesting two members of the Council to sit on the Vocational Educational Committee.

The following proposals were made:-

Cllr. A. Mitchell proposed Cllr. P. Connell and Mayor P. Nolan, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.  

Cllr. B. Gilmore proposed  Cllr. T. Flaherty and this was seconded by Cllr. P. Connellan.

Cllr. J. McDonnell proposed Cllr. P. Connellan and this was seconded by Cllr. B. Gilmore.

The following vote took place:-

For Cllr. Connell:-
Mayor Nolan, Cllr. Warnock, Cllr. Mitchell, 

Cllr. Connell.

Against:

Cllr. Connellan, Cllr. Gilmore, Cllr. Flaherty, 

Cllr. McDonnell.

On the casting vote of Mayor P. Nolan, Cllr. Connell was elected to the committee.

A vote then took place for Cllr. P. Nolan:-

For:- 


Cllr. Nolan, Cllr. Warnock, Cllr. Mitchell, Cllr. 

Connell.

Against:-

Cllr. Connellan, Cllr. Gilmore, Cllr. Flaherty, Cllr.




McDonnell.   

On the casting vote of Mayor P. Nolan, Mayor Nolan was elected to the committee. 

Pole at Junction of New Street/Keon’s Terrace 

Mr. Con Diffley, Town Engineer, outlined details of the cost of removing this pole in the sum of €30,000.  Mr. J. Clarke informed the members that this road was the responsibility of Longford County Council and was not part of the Urban Renewal Project.  It was agreed to write to the County Council and the National Roads Authority asking to have the positioning of the pole examined and the possibility of relocating the pedestrian crossing.  

Ballymacormack Cemetery  

Cllr. T. Flaherty requested that the paths at Ballymacormack Cemetery be examined when the next phase is being planned to ensure that they are wide enough for the purpose required.

Back Lanes

The members were informed that the next Back Lane Project to be done was that at Walsh’s Lane at Killashee Street and following that the Back Lane at St. Patrick’s Terrace.

Taxi Stands  

Cllr. P. Connellan stated that she had withdrawn from any discussion in relation to taxi stands at the previous meeting of the Council referring particularly to a letter which had been received on behalf of the Taxi Drivers from her Family Law Firm.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:___________________________  


   Mayor  

Signed:___________________________  


   Town  Clerk   

Dated:    17th November, 2004.  

