COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 22nd September 2004 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor P. Nolan

Present:

Cllr. P. Connell




Cllr. P. Connellan




Cllr. T. Flaherty




Cllr. J. Keogh




Cllr. J. McDonnell




Cllr. A. Mitchell




Cllr. C. Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. D. Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. C. Diffley, Town Engineer

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 21st July 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. J. Keogh.

The Minutes of the Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on Thursday 29th July 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. J. McDonnell.

The Minutes of Special Meeting held on Monday 6th September 2004 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. P. Connellan, seconded by Cllr. J. Keogh.

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations were extended to Cllr. C. Warnock on being elected to the Council of the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland.

Cllr. Warnock expressed his thanks and stated that he will work for the good of all the councillors in his work with the Association. 

MANAGER’S  ORDERS  

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

MATTERS  ARISING  FROM  MINUTES 

(1)
Windows and Doors Scheme 

The members were informed that this scheme had commenced and it is hoped that two houses would be completed each week.  It was agreed to keep this matter under continuous review.

(2)
Central Heating in Local Authority Rented Dwellings 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a detailed claim in respect of this circular had been forwarded to the Department of the Environment.

(3)
Community Childcare facility in Springlawn

It was agreed that the official opening of this facility would take place on Tuesday 19th October 2004 at 11.00 a.m.   

(5)
Back Lanes 

The members were informed that the Back Lanes Programme continues and that the next to be done would be Walsh’s Lane in Killashee Street, Longford.

(6)
Pollution at Dublin Road 

The members noted the position in relation to the above and were informed that the position will be monitored over the next six months.  

(7)
Environmental Schemes 

The members expressed satisfaction at the completion of Environmental Schemes at the Camlin Walk and New Street.

It was agreed that the situation of the pole at Keon’s Terrace would be examined and a report submitted to the next meeting of the Council.

(8)
Mall Recreation Park – All Weather Facilities 

The members noted the situation in relation to the Mall All Weather Facilities.  The proposal now being examined was to use the present basketball courts as a surface for the all weather facility and this would be further examined in the coming months.

(9)
Rapid  -  Local Authority Housing


Enhancement Scheme 

The position in relation to this scheme was noted.  Members expressed dissatisfaction that this scheme had started without the members being informed.

(10)
Bishop Richard Higgins  

The position in relation to the honour to be bestowed on Bishop Higgins was noted.  Cllr. P. Connellan stated that some former classmates of his had attended at his ordination in Rome and that these people might be invited to any future celebration.

(11)
Longford Swimming Pool  

The position in relation to Longford Swimming Pool was noted and it was agreed that Deputy Peter Kelly and Deputy Mae Sexton be asked to speed matters up in this regard.  

(12)
Heritage Forum  

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Heritage Plan 2003 – 2008 had been adopted and on the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock seconded by Cllr. P. Connell, Mayor P. Nolan was chosen to represent the Council on the Heritage Forum.

(13)
Strategic Policy Committees 

The members noted the position in relation to Strategic Policy Committees.  Cllr. J. McDonnell required to know if the Town Council had a Municipal Policy Committee.  It was agreed to put this item on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council. 

(14)
Residential Tenancies Act 2004 

The Town Clerk informed the members of the details of this act and the position in relation to the implications for Longford Town Council were noted.

(15)
Recycling Centre at Little Water Street  


Members expressed satisfaction at the operation of this centre. 

(16)
Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a Traveller Accommodation Plan was being prepared.  The Plan will include provision of transient or permanent halting sites, standard housing for travellers or group housing.  Submissions in this regard should be made to the Housing Section of Longford County Council.  

SECTION  183  NOTICE  -  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY 

AT  NO. 35  GREAT  WATER  STREET,  LONGFORD  
It was resolved to dispose of the property at No. 35 Great Water Street in accordance with the terms of the notice, on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock. 

SECTION  183  NOTICE  -  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY

AT  NO.  38  GREAT  WATER  STREET,  LONGFORD

It was resolved to dispose of the property at No. 38 Great Water Street in accordance with the terms of the notice, on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.

SECTION  183  NOTICE  -  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY  

AT  GREAT  WATER  STREET,  LONGFORD  

It was resolved to dispose of property at Great Water Street, Longford, in accordance with the terms of the notice, on the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty.

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  STAFF  -  APPLICATION  OF  PHASE  2 

OF  THE  PAY  INCREASES  UNDER  SUSTAINING  PROGRESS  

Payment of this increase was approved on the proposal of Cllr. P. Connellan, seconded by Cllr. J. McDonnell.

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  CRAFTWORKERS  PARALLEL

BENCHMARKING  PHASE  2  AND  SUSTAINING  PROGRESS 

Payment of this increase to craftworkers was approved on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. J. McDonnell.

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  GENERAL  OPERATIVE  AND 

RELATED  GRADES  PARALLEL  BENCHMARKING  

PHASE  2  AND  SUSTAINING  PROGRESS 

Payment of this increase was approved on the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell.

DRAFT  RETAIL  STRATEGY 

Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, outlined details of the Draft Retail Strategy 2004 – 2009.  He stated that the Draft Retail Strategy for Longford County Council and Longford Town Council was prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Retail Planning Guidelines for Local Authorities.  

The Draft Strategy sets out the main shopping areas within Longford Town and it’s environs, strategic guidance on the general location and scale of future retail development criteria for the assessment of applications for retail development.  Mr. Mac An Bheatha stated that notice was given of the proposed variations and submissions were invited from interested parties.  The following submissions were made 

(1) 
Ashbrook Resources Ltd.

(2)
The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 

(3)
Development Planning Partnership (on behalf of Tesco Ireland) 

(4)
Planning Section, Westmeath County Council 

Mr. Mac An Bheatha outlined detailed of each submission and responded to the issues raised.

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. J. Keogh, the Draft Retail Strategy 2004 – 2009 was adopted.  

VARIATION  OF  TOWN  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN

- CARDINAL  HEALTH  SITE  

Mr. D. Mac An Bheatha outlined to the members the proposed variation to alter the zoning of land currently zoned primarily industrial / commercial under the 2004 – 2010 Longford Town Development Plan to a mixed use zoning to primarily provide for residential / commercial / business / industrial and related uses to include leisure facilities.  Notice was given of the proposed variation and submissions were invited.  It was noted that submissions had been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government Spatial Policy Unit, The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government Development Applications Unit and the National Roads Authority.  Mr. Mac An Bheatha responded to the issues raised and on the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. P. Connellan, it was resolved that the proposed variation of the Longford Town Development Plan be approved.

REJUVENATION  PROJECT  -  BREADEN’S  LANE     

Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha outlined details of the Breaden’s Lane Rejuvenation Project which had been prepared to provide a guide for the rejuvenation of Breaden’s Lane and a template for unlocking it’s commercial possibilities.  The property owners on Breaden’s Lane are now invited to draw up proposals for the re-development of the lane in association with the Town Council.

On the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. J. McDonnell, it was agreed that the Breaden’s Lane Rejuvenation Project be adopted by the Council.

Garda Barracks, Dublin Street

Mayor P. Nolan informed the members of a meeting which had taken place between herself, the Deputy Mayor, the Town Clerk and Commissioner Byers and Mr. Tom Parlon, Minister of State at the Office of Public Works.  Mayor Nolan read the content of a letter she had received from Commissioner Byers regarding the old Garda Station on Dublin Street.  The letter stated that the Office of Public Works were prepared to give a 99 year lease to the Town Council subject to the following conditions:-

(1)
That at least 30% of the space in any development of the site undertaken by the Town Council be occupied directly by activities with a ‘community use’ focus.

(2)
Any commercial use of the property should be to primarily generate funds to enable the community uses to be sustained in place in the development.

(3)
The development proposed on site must be started within two years from the date of signing of the lease.

The members expressed satisfaction at the content of the letter and it was agreed to further investigate the implications and possibilities for the Council and to call a special meeting of the Council in due course.

ALTERATION  OF  TOWN  BOUNDARY  

It was agreed that this matter would be deferred to the October meeting of the Council.

WILLOW  PARK  HALTING  SITE  

It was agreed that this matter would be deferred to a special meeting to take place on Tuesday 12th October 2004 to incorporate other housing matters.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. J. Keogh and seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock:-

“I hereby submit a Notice of Motion for the September 2004 meeting of the Town Council of Longford that the Town Council while assessing all future developments of the former A.I.B.P. facility, Bridge Street, Longford, incorporate an inner relief road to connect with the N5 which will reduce traffic congestion in Longford town”.

All of the members agree that this indeed was a highly desirable objective and it was agreed to keep this matter under continuous review having regard to any relevant planning application.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. P. Connellan, seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty:-

“That Longford Town Council ascertain from the Court Services a definite date for the commencement of the work on the Court House and on Kelly’s former premises”.

It was noted that work had already commenced on Longford Courthouse.

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. P. Connellan, seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty:_

That Longford Town Council request Longford County Council to improve the road markings at Dublin Road Ardagh Road Junction”.

The Town Engineer informed the members that the County Council had no plans to improve the road workings at this location.  It was agreed to write to the County Council requesting that this be done.

CONFERENCES  

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were approved as suitable for members to attend:-

1)
Drogheda Cross Border Focus – Europa Hotel, Drogheda – 23rd / 25th September 2004.

2)
National Disability Authority Conference – Tullamore Court Hotel, Tullamore – 30th September 2004.

3)
South Kerry Life Education Mobile Limited Conference – Killarney, Co. Kerry – 30th September to 1st October 2004.

4)
Greystones Town Council/Latouche Legacy Committee Autumn Seminar – La Touche Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow – 1st / 3rd October 2004.

5)
Federation of Local History Societies Seminar 2004 – Kincora Hotel, Killalow – 1st / 2nd October 2004.

6)
Great Blasket Commemoration 2004 – 8th / 10th October 2004. 

7)
Blackwater Valley Tourism – Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork – 14th / 16th October 2004.

8)
Association of Irish Regions 7th Annual Conference – Ridgepool Hotel, Ballina, Co. Mayo – 15th October 2004.

9)
Dundalk Chamber of Commerce Ecobusiness 04 Sixth National Environment Conference – 20th / 21st October 2004.

10)
Enterprise Kiltullagh Ltd. White House Hotel, Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon – 28th October 2004.

11)
Kadenza Consultancies – Carraig Hotel, Main Street, Carrick-on-Suir, 

Co. Tipperary – 29th / 30th October 2004.  

12)
Ceifin Conference – The Ceifin Centre, Shannon Business Centre, 

Co. Clare – 2nd / 3rd November 2004.  

13)
Clare Tourism Conference – Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare – 

25th / 27th November 2004.

14)
Mid-West Regional Authority Annual Conference – Temple Gate Hotel, Ennis, Co. Clare – 4th February 2005.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the members was noted.   

Cllr. T. Flaherty requested to know the situation in relation to the queries raised by the Solicitor for the Taxi Drivers enquiring as to whether the previous Bye-Laws were extinguished.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the current Bye-Laws had been prepared in accordance with the Section 15 of the Road Traffic Act 2002.  These Bye-Laws specifically prohibited parking at taxi stands save in accordance with these Bye-Laws.   

Mayor Nolan also detailed complimentary letters which she had received in relation to the Longford Marathon and she complimented all involved in this regard.

On the proposal of Mayor P. Nolan it was unanimously agreed to write a letter to  the Minister for Health regarding phase two of Longford/Westmeath General Hospital.       

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS

It was agreed to investigate the following matters:-

(1)
Road markings and a Stop sign between College Park and the Mall and ramps at Grian Ard.   

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:__________________________ 


   Mayor  

Signed:__________________________ 


   Town Clerk  

Dated:   20th October, 2004. 

