COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 8th June 2005 at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Peggy Nolan 

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh 




Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell




Cllr. Christy Warnock 

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

An apology was received from Cllr. A. Mitchell.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Monday 9th May 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The County Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

Matters arising from Minutes 

Car Park at Geraldine Terrace 

Work is progressing satisfactorily on this project.  Confirmation of agreements by legal advisers is awaited but is not necessarily holding up the project.

Cllr. C. Warnock raised an issue in relation to the agreement by interested parties in this project and the Town Clerk informed him that he had spoken to all of the interested parties during the week and the agreements were still in place subject to formalisation by the legal adviser. 

Central Heating Scheme 

Contracts are being allocated to the various contractors and hopefully all work will commence in the next few weeks.

Mayor P. Nolan asked if the electrical work required to connect up the electrical storage heaters under the scheme had been done.  The Town Clerk informed her that this had not yet taken place and she requested that once again urgent representations be made to the E.S.B. in this instance and in the case of other works required to be done in the town.   

Roadworks Programme 2005 

(a)
Lisduff Hill 

Work has commenced on this scheme.  It involves road widening from the junction at Corrigans up the hill to the junction at Ballymakeegan. 

(b)
Sandy Row 

Advanced drainage works are being undertaken.  This work will partly be done by the County Council on the N5.

(c) 
Connolly Crescent 

Advanced drainage works are being undertaken at this location. 

IBAL  Awards 

Longford Town reached a commendable 4th place in the latest review and is indicative of the good work being undertaken by Town Council Staff and co-operation with the Tidy Towns Group.  Judging in the Tidy Towns Competition is taking place at the moment.

All of the members present expressed satisfaction with the good results and the commendable place in the IBAL ratings and congratulated the Town Council staff and the Tidy Towns Committee on this fine achievement.

Windows and Doors Scheme - Springlawn

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Windows and Doors Scheme for Springlawn was now complete. However, after inspection it was noted that the following required to be done as they were not included in the 2004 Scheme:-

(i) The installation of twenty front doors

(ii) The installation of twenty three rear doors, four windows and other minor repairs

He informed the members that the price of this was €45,000 (incl. VAT) and it was agreed to proceed with this project.

Residential Development at Ballymahon Road (Fonderman’s)

The Town Clerk informed the members that proposals in relation to the Fonderman’s site at Ballymahon Road had been received and these were circulated to the meeting. He asked that the members might examine these proposals in advance of the July meeting, and where a resolution in respect of the proposed development under the Planning and Development Act’s would be required. He advised the members that any queries in relation to the scheme in advance of the next meeting could be taken up with the  Town Clerk and Town Engineer

FIX  DATE  FOR  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

The date for the Annual General Meeting was fixed at Friday 24th June 2005 at 7.30 p.m.

FIX  DATE  FOR  MAYOR’S  AWARDS 

The date fixed for the Mayor’s Awards was Monday 13th June 2005 and Monday 20th June 2005 at 8.00 p.m. 

FIX  DATE  FOR  CIVIC  RECEPTION – 

ST.  CHRISTOPHER’S  SCHOOL

The date fixed for Civic Reception for St. Christopher’s School was Thursday 16th June 2005 at 8.00 p.m. 

BOUNDARY  EXTENSION 

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that this boundary extension had been approved by the members of the Town Council in October 2004 and it was subsequently referred to the County Council for approval.  This was considered by the County Council and it was agreed that the proposal to extend the Longford Town Boundary to include the townland of Cooleeny be examined.  Mr. Clarke informed the members that the Senior Planner, Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, had prepared a report which was circulated to the meeting.  Mr. Mac an Bheatha’s report indicated that sufficient land had been included within the proposed town boundary extension for the town’s further needs without the inclusion of the Cooleeny area.  The report stated that the Cooleeny townland extension would not represent a properly planned and sustainable approach to the town’s expansion at present.  It could place expensive infrastructural burdens on the Town Council given its location and distance from the town.  The report recommended that the townland of Cooleeny should not be included within the proposed town boundary.  The report dealt with the proposal under the following headings:-

(1)
Location 

(2)
Population, infrastructure and zoning  

(3)
Property planned extension / expansion / traffic difficulties. 

Mr. Clarke recommended that the extension of the town boundary to include the townland of Cooleeny should not be approved at this time.  He stated that the review of the Town and County Development Plan will be commenced in the next eighteen months and this will offer an opportunity for these lands to be re-considered in the future for zoning and extension purposes.

It was unanimously agreed not to include the townland of Cooleeny in the proposal and to re-submit the proposal to the County Council for approval.

MUNICIPAL  POLICY  COMMITTEES 

It was agreed to defer consideration of this item to the next meeting of the Council.

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  CLUBS / ORGANISATIONS 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the list of clubs /organisations which was submitted to the meeting had been approved by the General Purposes Committee of the Council.

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock, the recommendation of the General Purposes Committee was approved.

Royal Canal Amenity Group 


-

€  1,000

Longford Parish Environment Committee 
-

       250

Club  ’89




-

       250

Parents for Parents



-

       500

Longford South Community Games

-

       250

Co. Longford Scuba Divers


-

       250 

Longford Slashers Minor Club

-

       250 

Co. Longford Schools Soccer League 
-

       250 

Friends of the Children of Chernobyl

-

       250 

St. Mel’s Musical Society


-

       300 

Longford & District Schoolboy League 
-

       600

Alzheimer Soc. of Irl. (L’ford Branch)
-

       400 

Johnny Keenan Banjo Festival

-

       500 

Longford Town Guild ICA


-

       250

Longford North Community Games

-

       250 

Longford Town FC



-

       300 

Longford Junior Chess Club


-

       200 

Longford Traveller Movement

-

       200 

Longford Slashers Ladies GFC

-

       250 

Longfrod SPCA



-

       250 

Global Longford 



-

       200 

Schizophrenia Ireland (L’ford Branch) 
-

       400

Longford Girl Guides



-

       250 

Longford Acorn Project 


-

       200 

Torpedo Basketball Club 


-

       250 

Longford PTAA 



-

       250  

Longford Falcons Basketball Club

-

       250 

Lanna Aoibhinn Resource Centre 

-

       450 

Temperance Hall Restoration Committee 
-

    5,000 

Longford Wanderers FC 


-

       250

_______ 









€14,250  

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Seat Belts on School Buses 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. T. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell:-

“I call on Longford Town Council to write to the Minister for Education and the Minister for Transport requesting that seal belts should be fitted in all school buses throughout the country from September 2005”.

Cllr. Flaherty stated that seat belts were compulsory on private cars and it was inequitable that buses were not subject to the same requirements.

Cllr. Warnock stated that 90% of buses were not suitable for seal belts and Cllr. Keogh stated that while he was a member of the V.E.C. regular complaints about over-crowding of buses were received.  He also stated that the speed of these buses should be restricted.

It was agreed to write to the Minister for Education and the Minister for Transport in this matter.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS   

Cllr. Connellan requested that the grass be cut in Foynes Court.  She was informed that this was a matter for the County Council and this matter would be taken up with them.

A vote of sympathy was extended to the families of the children killed in the Meath accident and with the family of the late Senator Sean Doherty. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 

  Mayor

Signed:______________________ 


  Town  Clerk  

Dated:  13th July, 2005.

