COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Monday 9th May 2005 at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Peggy Nolan 

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh 




Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock 

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 13th April 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

The Minutes of the Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on 19th April 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The County Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted.

Cllr. A. Mitchell raised an application ref. 04/87 – development at Bridge Street, Longford and he stated that the application contained a number of apartments which were contrary to Council policy.  It was noted that alterations had been made to the proposal and revised plans were submitted.  Mr. James Clarke later informed the members that all of the apartments in the proposal were omitted and that the height of the proposed development was reduced to three storey and four storey in accordance with the levels on the ground.

It was also noted that there was a high tower in the proposal and the members were informed that this was a feature and an image of the previous tower which stood on the site.

It was agreed that weekly notification of planning applications would be forwarded to the members.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

Matters arising from Minutes 

Ballymacormack Cemetery

This area has been examined and will be cleaned this week.

Disabled Parking Bays 

The proposal to adopt the blue colour is being examined and will be implemented where appropriate.

Signs at Annaly  

These signs will be ordered and erected as soon as possible.

Central Heating Scheme 

A scheme has been forwarded to the Department of the Environment based on a expenditure of €357,500.  This is based on the installation of solid fuel heating in 25 houses, oil fired in 25 houses and electrical in 4 houses.  The Council’s contribution will amount to €71,500.

Car Parks 

(a)
Centenary Square Car Park is progressing satisfactorily.  Undergrounding of pipes and cables is taking place and walls are being built.

(b)
Ballymahon Street Car Park – Final design scheme has been agreed with the consultants and detailed specification is now been prepared.

Litter Summonses 

A total of 84 litter fines were issued between 1/1/05 and 31/3/05.  Problems with illegal dumping of domestic refuse are continuing and putting a severe strain on the Litter Warden.

Chain of Office 

Ulster Bank have agreed to sponsor a new Chain of Office and I have ordered this.  It is proposed to put the present chain on display in the Chamber.

Website – longfordtowncouncil.ie 

The website is being updated and is linked to our I Plan software package which in effect means it updates automatically every night.  The position with an individual planning query can be researched and checked.  The site includes a photo gallery of old and new pictures and there is enhanced information of all aspects of the Council business.  It was also designed in house.

Grass Cutting 

The grass cutting programme continues.  We recently purchased a new Kiboto machine which allows the work be carried out more efficiently.  We have also taken on the contract to cut the By-Pass with the County Council which will adequately cover the cost of the machine.  Weedkilling has also taken place and this will be reviewed in a few weeks time and a second application will be made if needed. 

QUARTERLY  FINANCIAL  REPORT  UP  TO  31/03/2005  

The Town Clerk outlined details of revenue expenditure and income for the first quarter ending 31st March 2005.  He informed the members that the overall financial position was satisfactory in this quarter.

ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPROVEMENT  SCHEME  -  DUBLIN

STREET  -  REPORT  ON  PUBLIN  CONSULTATION   

The members were informed that Notice of Intention to carry out these works was advertised in the Longford Leader published on Wednesday 2nd March 2005 and submissions and or observations from interested parties were invited up to the closing date 22nd April 2005.  It was noted that four submissions / observations had been received from the following:-

(1) Cllr. Alan Mitchell  

(2) Mrs. Mae Sexton, T.D.

(3) Mr. Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer, Longford County Council

(4) Ms. Linda Cox, Genevieve Cox Ltd.

In light of the submissions received, it was recommended that the proposal be amended in the following manner:-

(1)
That Car Parking and Loading Bays on both sides of Dublin Street be reinstated. 

(2)
That build outs be reduced to the following locations:

(i) Breaden’s Lane

(ii) Former Garda Barracks 

After much discussion, it was agreed that one of the loading bays at west side of Dublin Street be eliminated, outside Brady Travel / ACC Bank.

On the proposal of Cllr. A. Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock, it was agreed and resolved to proceed with the proposal in accordance with Section 179 (3) of the Planning and Development Act 2000.

BOUNDARY  EXTENSION 

Consideration of this matter was adjourned to the next meeting of the Council.

MUNICIPAL  POLICY  COMMITTEES 

Consideration of this matter was adjourned to the next meeting of the Council.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Street Security Camera System 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. James Keogh, seconded by Cllr. Paddie Connellan:-

“I propose that Longford Town Council look at the possibility of taking over, managing and expanding the towns Street Security Camera System, as installed by Longford Action Group”.

Cllr. Keogh stated that the C.C.T.V. system currently in operation in the town is neither one thing or another and needs to be properly extended, organised and co-ordinated.  He stated that three or four cameras would be a huge step towards a proper monitoring system.

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had been in contact with the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform regarding a grant scheme for the installation of C.C.T.V. systems.  He stated that these systems must be community based and run in conjunction with the Garda Siochana.  The Department have not, as yet, issued any specification for the installation of cameras and had not yet completed details of the scheme.  The Town Clerk said he would keep in constant communication with the Department in this case.

E.S.B. 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Mayor Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock:-

“That this Council call on the E.S.B. to carry out the necessary work to allow the central heating programme to be completed and have this work carried out immediately and that this Council call on the E.S.B. to finish the undergrounding of wires, connecting of new poles and switching on of new lights at New Street, Longford”.

All of the members spoke in favour of this motion and it was agreed to write to the E.S.B. in this regard.

CONFERENCES 

The conference, set out hereunder, submitted to the Council was considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Town Twinning – Sparks – Centennial Celebrations – 13th May 2005.

CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter received from Mr. Trevor O’Callaghan, A/Hospital Manager, Midland Regional Hospital, Mullingar, was noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:________________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:________________________ 


   Town Clerk

Dated 8th June, 2005. 

