COMHAIRLE   BHAILE   LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD   TOWN   COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 13th July 2005 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 8.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan  

In attendance:
Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager




Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

An apology was received from Cllr. Tony Flaherty

SUSPENSION  OF  STANDING  ORDERS 

On the proposal of Cllr. James Keogh, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders to extend sympathy to the following families who experienced tragic deaths in road accidents over the past couple of weeks:-


The Family of the late Charlene Stokes


The Family of the late Sarah Murtagh


The Family of the late David Davis 


The Family of the late William McKenna 

It was also agreed to write to the Mayor of London and the Longford Association in London to extend sympathy to them on the recent London bombings and also the family of the Cavan man  who was tragically killed in those bombings.

LONGFORD  SWIMMING  POOL 

Mr. Michael Killeen, County Manager, outlined details of a letter he had received from Mr. John O’Donoghue, T.D., Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism in which  Mr. O’Donoghue confirmed that he had approved the contract documents submitted by Longford County Council for the proposed swimming pool and he stated that this will allow the Council to invite tenders for the proposed work.  Mr. Killeen recommended to the members that the Town Council agree to the setting up of a limited liability company to construct the pool.  He informed the members that this was consistent with the approach taken by other local authorities undertaking such major projects and he suggested the following course of action:-

(1)
Establish a Limited Liability Company to construct the pool.  The shareholders will be Longford County Council and Longford Town Council.  He recommended that for the purpose of the formation of the Company that the Directors be taken from the Executive of the Council.  The Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Company will provide for the appointment of additional Directors such as Members of the Town and County Councils and/or other interested parties. 

(2)
The project will be funded by way of grant of €3.8 million from the Department of Arts, Sports and Tourism subject to the approval of the Department with the balance to be funded by company borrowing.  The debt and repayment will be guaranteed by Longford County Council.

(3)
Longford Town Council to provide a long-term lease of the site at the Mall to the new construction company. 

(4)
Longford Town Council to provide consent to the company to apply for planning permission for the construction of the swimming pool.

(5)
The new company to apply for planning permission for the construction of the swimming pool.

(6)
The new company to advertise for applications for inclusion on a list of tenderers from which tenders will be sought for the construction of the pool.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised concerns in relation to the letter.  He stated that conditions were now being imposed in relation to local authority borrowing and that the funding was dependant on the Local Government Departmental Estimates and he queried what will happen if the finance is not available.

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan it was unanimously resolved to establish a limited liability company to construct the pool.  

(1)
The shareholders will be Longford County Council and Longford Town Council.  

(2)
Longford Town Council to provide a long-term lease of the site at the Mall to the new construction company.  

(3)
Longford Town Council to provide consent to the company to apply for planning permission for the construction of the swimming pool.
 

TIME  OF  MEETING

On the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was resolved to amend No. 5 of Standing Orders regulating the proceedings of the Council to allow for the meeting to commence at 8 p.m. and to continue until 10.30 p.m. 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 8th June 2005, together with the amendments to the minutes circulated to the meeting were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Brenda Gilmore.

The minutes of Annual General Meeting of the Council held on Friday 24th June 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS

The County Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell.

PLANNING  APPLICATINS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala submitted to the meeting were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance of the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

Matters arising from Minutes 

Windows and Doors Scheme – Extension 

The Town Clerk stated that the Windows and Doors Scheme Extension, that tenders had now been sought for the installation of 21 front doors, 23 rear doors and 4 additional windows.

C.I.E.  Train Station 

The members were informed that a parking scheme had now been prepared for this area and a sketch was circulated to the meeting and agreed.  The consultants engaged on the Longford Transportation Study had recommended that traffic flow on Convent Road be one way from the Railway Station and it was agreed to implement this recommendation together with the new scheme for the train station. 

All Weather Facility at Mall 

The members were informed that a contractor had been appointed, Haffey Ireland Ltd., and it is hoped that work will commence in the next couple of weeks.

The Town Clerk informed the members that floodlighting to be installed could be worked on single phase electrical power.  However, the new swimming pool project will require three phase power and it was agreed to have this work carried out immediately and roll the cost of same into the capital cost of the swimming pool.

The members were also informed that structural problems are showing up with the bridge at the entrance to the Mall.  The foundation to the abutments is being washed away by the river and these require strengthening.  It was agreed to investigate the possibility of extending the bridge to include two way traffic and this proposal will now be examined.

Car Park at Geraldine Terrace 

The members were informed that work is progressing satisfactorily on this project.  The undergrounding of cabling on Dublin Street and Ballymahon Street and Centenary Square depended on the removal of the E.S.B. 

sub-station to the new site.  This work also involves providing new ducting through Cullen’s gateway and is slow due to the presence of other service ducts and an E.S.B. high tension cable in the archway.

Willow Park Halting Site 

The members were informed that a manager had been appointed to the site and that a major clean up is now in progress and refurbishment of existing bays will now take place.  It was agreed that a date for the next meeting of the Willow Park Sub-Committee would take place before the September meeting in the Council Chamber at 7.00 p.m.

Roadworks Programme 2005 

The members were informed that roadworks projects at Lisduff, Little Water Street and Annaly Park were at various stages of advancement.  It was noted that delays were experienced in attracting contractors to finish off the works.  Under the roadworks programme, it was agreed that the following would be examined:-

(1) Footpaths at Ardnacassa

(2) Footpaths at Annaly Park/Sandy Row

(3) Double yellow lines at Lisduff Hill for pedestrians.

C.C.T.V. 

The members were informed that a scheme of grants had recently been announced by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform for the installation of a community based CCTV  system.  The Town Clerk informed the members that he had spoken to the local Superintendent and the Chamber of Commerce in this regard and it was agreed that the following would represent the Council on a sub-committee:_


Mayor – Cllr. Christy Warnock
Cllr. James Keogh 

Cllr. Paddie Connellan 

Town Twinning – Visit to Noyal-Chatillon sur Seiche 

The members were informed that the dates for the proposed visit to Noyal-Chatillon sur Seiche this was Wednesday 14th to Sunday 18th September 2005.  Members noted with disappointment that this coincided with the A.M.A.I. Conference.

Town Twinning – Sparks, Nevada 

The members were informed that the date for the proposed visit of representatives from Sparks, Nevada was Tuesday October 18th to Friday October 21st 2005.  

Commission on Taxi Regulation 

The members were informed that the report from the Commissioner had now come to hand and it was agreed to circulate the main items in this report for consideration.

Halloween Party 

The members were informed that the County Council had recently set up a sub-committee to deal with this matter and it was agreed that the following members would sit on this committee:-


Mayor – Cllr. Christy Warnock


Cllr. Brendan Gilmore


Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell  

S.P.Cs 

The members noted a copy of a letter received from the Roads and Transportation Directorate in Longford County Council which stated that Cllr. Paul Connell was not a member of that committee.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that he raised this issue at a meeting of the corporate policy group and it was agreed at that meeting that the Town Council would have a representative on the Roads and Transportation Directorate.  It was agreed to take this matter up with the County Council.

SECTION  183  NOTICE  – Disposal of property at Geraldine 

Terrace, Longford – Longford Town Council to E.S.B. 

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Mayor Christy Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of the property at set out in the terms of the notice.

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  STAFF  APPLICATION  OF  INCREASES  

Payment of the increases as set out in the notification to the meeting under Section 14.2 of the Mid-Term Review of Part Two of Sustaining Progress were agreed on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

FINANCIAL  REPORT  -  HALF  YEAR  JANUARY-JUNE  2005 

The Town Clerk outlined details to the meeting of the financial position for the half year ended 30th June 2005.

MUNICIPAL  POLICY  COMMITTEES 

It was agreed that this matter should be further examined and correspondence received from the Department of the Environment in 

relation to the setting up of M.P.Cs was considered.  It was noted that M.P.Cs  currently only existed in the larger towns and it was agreed to consider this matter in more detail at the September meeting of the Council.

BALLYMAHON  STREET  CAR  PARK 

The final scheme for the Ballymahon Street Car Park was considered.  It was noted that the car park provided for a total of 88 car parking spaces which included 4 disabled bays.  It was agreed to examine the possibility of increasing the number of disabled bays and it was agreed to take this matter up with the consultants.

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, it was agreed to proceed with the Part VIII process under the Planning and Development Acts.

FONDERMANS  -  SITE  PROPOSALS 

The proposals from O’Mahony Pike, Architects, in relation to the site were considered by the members.  The scheme provided for construction of a total of 76 houses broken down into different zones as follows;_

Zone A to the north of the site between the canal walk and the railway which contained 16 number units, which provided for the construction of 10 No. St. Vincent de Paul sheltered housing units and 6 No. accommodating the D.P.O.L., together with community facilities and garden located between the two groups of houses.

Zone B to the south of the canal, 36 units, which consisted of 20 No. old persons dwellings with 8 No. three bed two storey houses overlooking the canal park and a further 8 No. three bed two storey family houses with access directly from the Ballymahon Road.

Zone C to the south of the site adjacent to Park View which contained 24 No. units.  This consisted of 6 No. three bed two storey family type houses, 7 No. two and three bed two storey family type houses and 11 No. three and four bed two storey family type houses.  

The following recommendations were made in relation to the scheme and it was agreed to take these up with the Department of the Environment:-

1) That the kitchen and living room should be separate.

2) To increase by 10 the number of O.P.D. houses with the resultant reduction in family type houses.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it unanimously resolved to proceed with the Section VIII of the Planning and Development process.

Mr. J. Clarke informed the members that it now looked unlikely that the Respond Housing Development at Farneyhoogan would proceed and it was agreed that this site was ideal for family type houses.  It was also agreed to look at the possibility of building affordable houses at this location.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That the Council make provision for a Piazza outside the Courthouse when the refurbishment works are completed”.

The members were informed that this road was the responsibility of the County Council, however it was agreed that this matter would be further examined when environmental improvements works are being carried out at Main Street.  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That ramps be erected in Teffia Park and Farnagh Hill, Longford”.

It was agreed to include Teffia Park in the programme now being prepared.  However, due to the sharp incline on Farnagh Hill it was thought unlikely that ramps would be appropriate at this junction.  The Town Engineer undertook to further examine this matter.  

Cllr. Gilmore requested that the recommendations set out in the Traffic Report for the town be implemented and it was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the September meeting of the Council.

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore and seconded by Cllr. Paddie Connellan:-

“That a bench be erected under one of the trees on the green in Teffia Park in memory of Charlene Stokes”.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Town Technician had already agreed a location for a bench on the green in Teffia Park, however, it was noted that this was being provided by the family of the deceased.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell:-

“That the Town Council request the County Council to maintain the grass area located between the houses at Aughafad Heights, Longford”.

It was agreed to take this matter up with the County Council.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell:-

“That the Council when in discussion with Iarnroid Eireann request that the Company arrange for free car parking for anyone taking a weekly ticket to travel, a practice in operation in other stations in the country”.

It was agreed to forward details of this request to Iarnroid Eireann.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. James Keogh and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That time is set aside for Longford Town Council to discuss a plan of action for St. Michaels Road, with a view to possible improvements in the living conditions of tenants in both council owned and privately owned houses”.

Consideration of this matter was deferred to a special meeting to be held on the first week in September.  The final date to be arranged later.

CONFERENCES 

The following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by the members:_

1)
Meeting with Representatives from London Irish Centre – 15th June, 2005.

2)
Roscommon County Council - Douglas Hyde Conference – 15th/17th July 2005. 

3)
Seminar for Councillors – The Silver Tassie Hotel, Milford Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal  -  26th & 27th August 2005.

4)
Parnell Summer School – Avondale House and Forest Park, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow  -  14th / 19th August 2005.

5)
Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland Annual Conference – Oakwood Arms Hotel, Shannon, Co. Clare  -  15th / 17th September 2005.


6) 
Omagh District Council – Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend – The Silver Birch Hotel, Omagh  -  16th / 18th September 2005.

7)
Local Authority Members Association Winter Seminar – Mount Errigal Hotel, Letterkenny  4th & 5th November 2005. 

8)
Clare Tourism Conference – The Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare - 25th & 26th  November 2005.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

The Motion received from Fingal County Council was noted and on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell, the terms of the motion submitted were agreed.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following matters were raised under Any Other Business and it was agreed to have these matters further examined:- 

1)
Lack of progress in the tarring of Back Lanes in the town.

2)
The number of trucks driving through Deanscurragh and what remedial action can be taken. 

3)
Clamping of cars in the car park.

4)
Annual central heating maintenance contract.

5)
Wall at St. Bridget’s Terrace.

6)
Cleaning of storm drains in advance of the autumn months.

7)
Cleaning of children’s playground on Sunday mornings.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


  Town  Clerk 

Dated:   22nd September, 2005.
      

