COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Thursday 22nd September 2005 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 8.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. Alan Mitchell 




Cllr. Peggy Nolan 

In attendance:
Mr. Peter Tone, Acting Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

An apology was received from Cllr. James Keogh 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 13th July 2005 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

The Minutes of An Coiste Logainmneacha held on Wednesday 13th July 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell with the following amendment:-

That the spelling on the Housing Development “Cúirt an Óir” be amended to “Cúirt an Fhomhair”.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell questioned if there was an officer directly assigned to enforcement in the planning section and he requested that a report be prepared for the next meeting of the Council setting out the number of enforcements initiated and the subsequent follow-up of same.  The Town Clerk informed the members that there was no officer directly assigned to this work, that it was presently carried out by the Town Engineer and the Town Technician in association with the planning office staff.

It was agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED 

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala submitted to the meeting were noted.  Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that a weekly list of applications received be forwarded to each member of the Council and it was agreed that this would be carried out.

RESIGNATION  OF  CLLR.  JIMMY  McDONNELL  -

CO-OPTION  OF  MEMBER  FROM  SINN  FEIN  PARTY

The Town Clerk informed the members that Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell had, by letter, notified his decision to resign as an elected member of the Town Council.  The Town Clerk stated that the procedure under Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 is that the casual vacancy shall be filled by the co-option by the Local Authority of a person been nominated by the same registered political party who nominated for election the member who caused the casual vacancy.  Mr. Rooney stated he had a letter from the Cathaoirleach, Sinn Fein Cuige Laighean who nominated Mr. Brendan Farrell, 18 Church View, Lanesboro, for that position.  Mr. Farrell had consented in writing to allow his name go forward and was deemed a member of the Council. 

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

1)
Matters arising from Minutes 

(a) Longford Swimming Pool 

The members were informed that Planning Permission has been applied for.  The County Council sought expressions of interest and the closing date was Wednesday 14th September.  Tenders will be sought in the next number of weeks. 

(b) Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services,  has notified the Council that Cllr. Paul Connell is not a member of the Roads S.P.C.  He represents the Town Council on the 

Economic, Rural Renewal S.P.C. as per scheme adopted by members of Longford County Council. 

Cllr. A. Mitchell stated that the County Council should be written to and request that the Roads and Transportation brief be split between Granard Town Council and Longford Town Council.

It was also agreed that the Town Council write to Granard Town Council requesting that the brief be split between the two authorities.

2)
Windows and Doors Scheme 

A contractor has been appointed and work has commenced on this scheme  (21 front, 23 rear doors and 4 windows at Springlawn) and the position was noted.  

3)
Car Park at Geraldine Terrce 

Work has stopped on this project to allow legal formalities be completed.  Performance is not affected as the work team are now carrying out essential road and footpath repair per the 2005 Roadworks Programme.

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had commissioned a local artist, Mr. Mike Sheridan, to carry out an art sculpture for this project.  He stated that the land, the subject on which the car park is being constructed, was originally owned by a Fitzgerald Family, one of whom had notable success in the athletics field in the United States and it was agreed that a sculpture of an athlete would be fitting in this area.   

4)
C.C.T.V.  Programme 

A grant application has been submitted seeking the maximum grant payable of €200000. 

It was agreed that €10000 would be set aside from this amount when approved to install a C.C.T.V. camera in the Mall. 

5)
Town Twinning 

(a) Noyal Chatillon sur Seiche 

It was noted that a  group of 32, representatives of a number of local organisations, led by Councillor J. Keogh 

and Councillor P. Connell recently paid a very successful visit to our twin town Noyal Chatillon sur Seiche.

(b) Sparks,  Nevada 

It was noted that a group of eleven from our sister town Sparks Nevada will visit Longford from 19th October to 22nd October.  A programme of cultural and social activities is being prepared and it was agreed that a sub-committee be formed to deal with this matter as follows:-

Mayor Christy Warnock, Cllr. Alan Mitchell, Cllr. Peggy Nolan, Mr. Dan Rooney, Mr. Padraic Gearty and Mr. Mel Donlon.

6)
Central Heating Scheme 

Our original proposal to complete 54 houses (i.e. 25 oil fired, 25 solid fuel and 4 storage) with heating has to be revised based on an examination of the tenders received.  On the tender prices received the allocation will only allow for a total of 25 houses be completed and final discussions are now taking place with the contractors about rates, insurance and health and safety issues.  A case has also been made for increased funding for the scheme to the Department of the Environment and Local Government.

The position was noted by the members.  

7)
Roadworks Programme 2005  

The members were informed that the following schemes had been completed:- 

1) Little Water Street

2) Annaly Park

3) St. Mel’s Road

4) Lisduff Hill   (resurfacing yet to be done) 

5) Sandy Row

6) Ballymacormack Cemetery and car park

7) Dublin Street / Chapel Street Back Lane

Two schemes cannot be carried out yet, Blind Man’s Walk and Park Road, as the County Council will be installing new mains in the near future.  The finance for each of these schemes will be ring fenced and the work carried out as soon as the County Council works are complete.

Footpath restoration and drainage works will commence in the next week together with Walsh’s Lane resurfacing.

8)
Environmental Improvement Dublin Street 

The members noted the situation in relation to the  original project that it was now shelved due to contractual difficulties with the contractor.  A new proposal is being examined to carry out ⅓ of the work under separate contracts and new tenders are being sought.  

It was agreed to write to the County Council and the National Roads Authority requesting that unspent money in this area be reallocated to the National Primary or Secondary Roads in the Town Council area. 

Cllr. Paul Connell requested that improved sign posting be erected at the roadworks on Lisduff Hill and it was agreed to examine this.

BALLYMAHON  STREET  CAR  PARK
The Town Clerk informed the members that plans and particulars of the proposed development had been open for public consultation from 27th July to 26th August 2005 and that submissions and observations in relation to same could be made up to the close of  business on Friday 9th September 2005.  It was noted that no submissions or observations had been received and on the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty it was agreed to proceed with the project.

ROADS  AND  TRANSPORTATION  STUDY -  

FIX  DATE  FOR  MEETING 

It was agreed that this meeting would take place on Tuesday 27th September 2005 at 8.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber.

CLUID  -  FIX  DATE  FOR  MEETING 

It was agreed that this meeting would take place on Tuesday 27th September 2005 at 8.00 p.m. subject to the availability of the Cluid representatives.

ESTATE  PRIMING  GRANTS  

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell the following Estate Priming Grants were approved for 2005:-

Estate







  Grant amount
Park Court







€250.00

(Weedkiller, trees, shrubs, wheel barrow, top soil)

Shannonvale







€250.00

(Tree planting, brick wall, wishing well, litter bins)

McEoin Park







€250.00

(Wildlife garden)

Teffia Park







€250.00

(Maintenance of rockery and flower pots)

Ardnacassa (Dublin Road)





€250.00

(Bedding plants, fill hanging baskets, weed killer)

Ardeevan







€250.00

(Re-planting of flower beds and proposed rockery 

and hanging baskets)

Woodlands







€250.00

(Trees, fertilizer)

Park Villas







€250.00

(Shrubs, trees, flower baskets, weed killer)

Farneyhoogan






€250.00

(Hanging baskets, shrubs)

Lanna Aoibhinn






€250.00

(Shrubs, trees, weed killer, flower boxes)

Deanscurragh






€250.00

(Trees, flower beds)

Annaly Park – Richmond Street




€250.00

(Bedding plants and Shrubs)

Longford Central 






€250.00 

Annaly Park







€250.00

(Shrubs, flower beds)

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That we as a local authority, take care of the swing gates at the proposed development at Park Road (Fondermans).  As those are the only remaining set of gates on the entire stretch of the Royal Canal, it is imperative that they are saved for posterity.  Hopefully they can be incorporated by our engineers as a feature in the new development”.

It was agreed to investigate if the gates could be included and incorporated in the proposed development.  In any event it was agreed that these would be preserved for future use elsewhere.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paddie Connellan:-

“That this Council move forward with the plans for the old Garda Station on Dublin Street and put a time frame on its completion”.

This motion was taken in conjunction with the following Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. Paddie Connellan:-

“That the Council would clarify the current position in relation to the development of the old Garda Barracks in Dublin Street”.

The Town Clerk informed the members that a design scheme had been submitted by the architects.  The Longford Tourist Office and the V.E.C. had been identified as two prospective tenants and the architects were currently looking at the requirements of each of these with a view to preparing an overall design scheme.

The Town Clerk also stated that the Town Council had not yet been granted a lease of the premises from the Office of Public Works.  The Office of Public Works had indicated that this would happen in the next couple of months and it was noted that the clock had not yet started ticking in relation to the two year completion date as conditioned by the Office of Public Works.  It was agreed to keep this matter under continuous review.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock:-

“That this Council contact the County Council for an update with regard to a civic amenity site in Longford Town”.   

Cllr. Nolan stated that any civic amenity site in the County should be located in the Longford Town area.  It was noted that the Waste Management Plan for the Midland Region was now at consultation process and that the Town Council should make a submission to incorporate this proposal.

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, it was agreed that a new company working in this area, Green Energy Ltd., might be asked to come in and discuss the matter in greater detail.  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That immediate arrangements be made to alleviate the flooding during the winter months on the pathway at Annaly Gardens and also on the pedestrian crossing at the Temperance Hall”.

It was noted that work was now in progress on the pathway at Annaly Gardens and it was agreed to write to the County Council regarding the flooding at the pedestrian crossing at the Temperance Hall.  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That immediate attention be given to the repair of the numerous potholes in Ardnacassa Avenue and the representations be made by the Town Council to the County Council to have this work put in hand and completed without delay”. 

It was agreed that the Town Engineer would take this matter up the County Council.

CONFERENCES 

The conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Irish Council for Social Housing Conference – Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo – 27th / 29th September 2005.


 

2)
Cumann an Phiarsaigh, Ballyness, Falcarragh, Co. Donegal – Bay View Hotel, Killybegs, Co. Donegal – 5th / 7th October 2005.  

3) 
Association of Irish Regions – The Dolmen Hotel, Kilkenny Road, Carlow -  8th  October 2005.


4)
Kadenza Consultancies – Carrig Hotel, Main Street, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary – 28th / 29th October 2005.


5)
Dundalk Town Council – Fairways Hotel, Dundalk – 10th / 12th November 2005.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted and it was agreed to write to Mr. Robert Cox at the Longford Leader thanking him for his coverage of the Council business over the last three years.  The members also welcomed his successor Mr. Fergal Quinn.   

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested information in relation to the mast at the E.S.B. workshop at Richmond Street.  Cllr. Nolan stated that the old mast had been replaced.  However, it was agreed to write and request from them  the present function of the new mast and it was agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the gang warfare which had taken place in Longford Town over the past number of weeks had brought bad publicity to the town.  It was noted that some of this trouble had taken place on sacred ground and the elimination of which was a huge drain on the resources of the Gardai and the Clergy were praised for their condemnation of this violence.    

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:________________________ 


  Mayor

Signed:________________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:  26th October, 2005.

