COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL
Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Monday 14th February 2005 at 6.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor P. Nolan

Present:

Cllr. P. Connell

Cllr. P. Connellan

Cllr. B. Gilmore

Cllr. J. Keogh

Cllr. J. McDonnell




Cllr. A. Mitchell 




Cllr. C. Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. J. Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. D. Rooney, Town Clerk 

An apology was received from Cllr. T. Flaherty 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 12th January 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnocck.

The Minutes of the Budget Meeting held on Friday 14th January 2005 were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONSN  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications and appeals to An Bord Pleanala submitted to the meeting were noted.

Cllr. A. Mitchell raised an issue regarding an application for development at the Woodlands, Abbeycartron area.  He stated that he had concerns about the scale of development and asked that regard would be had to the 

integrated area plan for the area.  He stated that concerns of the residents should be taken on board rather than maximise the development of the site under the tax renewal benefits.

All the members present spoke in favour of the development, however, they requested that the character of the area be taken on board that over-intensification of the site should not take place and that the safety of road users be examined in light of the development. 

It was also agreed to refer to the County Council the roundabout at the entrance to the Demesne where it was stated that the entrance to a crèche opens onto the roundabout.

Mr. James Clarke stated that a new access to the development had been acquired and in previous experience with the developer he had found him accessible to proposals.  

It was agreed that these matters would be taken on board when a decision was made.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance and the Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-

Matters arising from Minutes 

Annaly Car Park 

Year

Transactions 


Receipts 

2003

       1788 


4,633.90 

2004

       7750


9,386.50 

2005 

       1564


1,610.10 

The transactions in the first few months of 2004 showed a marked reduction which may have been the result of the withdrawal of security on the site.  This has now levelled off and the park continues to show a marked increase in usage with an estimated 18000 transactions during 2005. 

Annaly Car Park  

Access to the car park by the contractors for the Courthouse. 

Tests and photographs have been taken of the house closest  in Annaly Park.   The boundary wall has been raised.  It appears to be working satisfactorily. 

On the proposal of Cllr. A. Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. P. Nolan, it was agreed to investigate changing the fee on the Annaly Car Park from €2 a day to €1 a day to encourage greater use of the car park and it was agreed that this would be considered at the next meeting of the Council.

Longford Centre Car Park 

I have had discussions with Harrington Bannon in relation to the car park.  They are not yet in a position to make a submission to us regarding control of parking in the car park.

Cluid Housing Association  

I met Ms. Anna Coyne of Cluid this week.  She is willing to attend a meeting of the Council to outline the present position with the existing housing estate.  I have arranged a further meeting with the Development Officer regarding the takeover of other houses in the St. Michael’s Road area.

The members expressed satisfaction that contact had once again been made with Cluid and noted that a representative was willing to attend a future meeting of the Town Council.

C.I.E. 

I had a meeting today with representatives from C.I.E. regarding car parking at the station and the car park which we have leased from them.  I impressed upon them the urgency to control parking at the station.  I requested that C.I.E. give the Town Council a lease of the area in order to regulate parking in the area.  They are to revert to use shortly.

Windows and Doors Scheme 

This scheme is progressing and to date 27 houses have been completed.

Ballymacormack Cemetery

Work is progressing satisfactorily although the levels are proving difficult for making paths.  Landscaping and upgrading of existing paths is also taking place.   

Cllr. P. Connell raised the issue of a footpath from the Athlone Road to Ballymacormack Cemetery and it was agreed to refer this to the County Council for a reply.  

Cllr. Connell also stated that the possibility of putting a tunnel under the railway bridge on the Athlone Road should be investigated to improve the access to the Mastertech Business Park 

Central Heating Scheme in Local Authority Houses 

Confirmation has been received of a new scheme for 2005.  The scheme is similar to that of 2004.   We are presently assessing our complete housing stock and will come forward with proposals at a future meeting.  All forms of heating will be examined.  The closing date for submissions for funding to the Department is 1st May 2005.

Cllr. C. Warnock stated that the E.S.B. connection for the use of these storage heaters already installed had still not been made.  It was agreed to take this matter up with the E.S.B. 

Ballymahon Street Car Park 

Preliminary drawings have been received from the consulting engineers.  They indicate that a total of 96 car parking spaces can be provided.  The plans are currently being examined and will be the subject of a further report to a future meeting.

Geraldine Terrace/ Centenary Square Car Park 

Discussions are still ongoing with the relevant parties and no further progress to report.

SECTION  183  NOTICE  -  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY

AT  NO.  5  TEMPLEMICHAELL TERRACE,  LONGFORD 

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell, it was agreed to dispose of property at No. 5 Templemichael Terrace in accordance with the terms of the Section 183 Notice.

ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPROVEMENT  SCHEME – DUBLIN  ST.  

The Town Clerk outlined details of the proposed Environmental Improvement Scheme at Dublin Street.  He informed the members that the proposal was to carry out the following works in conjunction with the National Roads Authority and the County Council’s reconstruction of Dublin Street.  The works included the introduction of decorative paving, the undergrounding of all wiring, the removal of all existing E.S.B. poles and replacing them with decorative lanterns and a proposal to limit car parking on Dublin Street to one side.

Cllr. A. Mitchell requested that parking in the area of Donlons and Doyles on Dublin Street be examined.  The members were informed that this proposal was now going for public consultation and any representations received would be fully examined.

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell, it was agreed to proceed to consultation stage.

ROAD  WORKS  PROGRAMME  2005 

The Town Clerk outlined details of the Block Grant for footpaths / carriageway restoration 2005 of €260,000, which was an increase of 3% from last year.  He informed the members that a total of €117,000 had been provided in the annual budget from our own resources.  He informed the members that the Town Council had been dependent on the County Council to carry out works on an agency basis.  This was not a satisfactory arrangement as far as the Town Council were concerned and we are now examining ways by which we can carry out this work ourselves.  

The roads programme as submitted to the meeting was prepared as part of the multi-annual four year programme and the Town Engineer would now examine this and a final proposal will be brought to a subsequent meeting.

The members outlined areas in town which needed attention as follows:-

Footpaths on the west side of Harbour Row

Footpaths in Bannon Terrace 

Footpaths at the old Ardnacassa

Flooding at MacEoin Park

It was agreed that these would be examined in the context of the revision of the Roads Plan for 2005.

MUNICIPAL  POLICY  COMMITTEES 

It was agreed that this matter would be the subject of a special meeting.

LONGFORD  SWIMMING  POOL 

It was noted that this matter was on the agenda of an upcoming County Council Meeting and it was agreed to defer this for consideration at the next meeting of the Council.

FLOODING 

The Town Clerk outlined to the members details of flooding in various areas in the town in the past month.

Prospect Woods 

The Town Clerk informed the members that developers at Prospect Wood had interfered with the drainage system coming down Lisduff Hill which resulted in water flowing down the road at Farnagh Glebe down as far as Fallon’s Shop at the Greyhound Track.  The then Town Engineer, Mr. Con 

Diffley, was not happy with this proposal, however the consulting engineers for the development had assured him that the drainage system would work satisfactorily.  This is not the case now and this matter had been taken up the developers with a view to having the original system re-installed and upgraded.

Springlawn  

The Town Clerk informed the members that Nicholas O’Dwyer, Consulting Engineers, had been commissioned some years ago to carry out a study/assessment on drainage patterns from the Dublin Road to the outfall at the Camlin.  He stated that this was a distance of 1.8km and between those two points there are four sections of open drain and four sections of closed pipe.  The recommendation proposed by the consultants was to increase the pipe sizes where pipes already existed and to install large pipes where non existed.  They also recommended that separate new drainage systems should be provided to cater for new developments.  It was noted that there were two new developments in the Dublin Road area which will impact on drainage further down the system.  The Town Clerk informed the members that that he had taken this matter up with the Sanitary Services Section of the County Council to ensure that these two developments take whatever action is recommended to deal with the problem.  The estimated cost of carrying out this work was £385,000 in 1999 and it was agreed to write to the County Council in this matter.

Oakvale 

The members were informed that the Road Works Scheme 2005 provided for work to be carried out in this estate which should result in flooding being eliminated.

DRAFT  TRAVELLER  ACCOMMODATION  PLAN

MANAGER’S  REPORT  ON  SUBMISSION  RECEIVED 

It was agreed to defer this matter for consideration at the next meeting as it was on the agenda for the upcoming County Council meeting.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“I give notice of motion to this Council, that with the onset of pay by weight for refuse collections, compost bins be provided free of charge to all O.A.P. and the Minister be lobbied to waiver charges for all O.A.P. as a matter of urgency”.

It was agreed to forward this matter to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for attention and to write to the County Council recommending that no charge be made for compost bins.  The members also expressed the view that there should be a waste allowance similar to the fuel allowance already in operation.  Cllr. C. Warnock questioned how the machines for weighing waste had been calibrated.

CONFERENCES 

The following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by members of the Council:-

1)
Conference on Nuclear Hazards – Westcourt Hotel, Drogheda, Co. Louth - 10th & 11th March 2005.

2)
Local Authority Members Association – Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork – 31st March & 1st April 2005. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence received from the Chief Superintendent Garda Division of Longford/Westmeath and the letter received from the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform were considered and it was agreed to hold a special meeting to consider this matter.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following matters were brought up under “Any other business”:-

(1)
Congratulations to the Longford Association in London on celebrating their 50th Birthday recently. 

(2)
It was noted that Bishop Colm O’Reilly attended a Homeless Centre in Cricklewood and it was agreed to make contact with him and prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

(3)
Congratulations were extended to Mr. Colm Maloney on being appointed Deputy Mayor of Brent Council in London.

(4)
It was agreed to seek a report on water quality in Longford Town for the next meeting of the Council.

(5)
It was agreed to investigate a sign at the Loading Bay at Ballymahon Street and a Yield sign at the junction of Townparks and Killashee Road.

(6)
It was agreed to investigate overgrown hedging at the junction of Teffia Park / Dublin Road.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:  9th March, 2005.   

