COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 12th January 2005 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor P. Nolan

Present:

Cllr. P. Connell




Cllr. T. Flaherty




Cllr. B. Gilmore




Cllr. J. Keogh




Cllr. J. McDonnell




Cllr. A. Mitchell




Cllr. C. Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. J. Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. D. Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. P. Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

An apology was received from Cllr. P. Connellan.

Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager, introduced the new Town Engineer, Mr. Padraic Farrell, to the meeting and Mayor Nolan and all the members present expressed satisfaction that a new Town Engineer had been appointed  and  looked  forward  to working  with  Mr. Farrell  in  the future.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 8th December 2004  were proposed by Cllr. T. Flaherty and seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.

The Minutes of the Special Meeting held on Wednesday 5th January 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. T. Flaherty and seconded by Cllr. J. McDonnell.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the meeting were noted.

The members noted that an Enforcement Notice had been issued in respect of a development at Dublin Road, Longford, and the members urged that the process be brought to a satisfactorily conclusion. 

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

Cllr. P. Connell asked if a ten storey building was included in a planning application which was submitted recently and he stated that the planning policy previously adopted by the Council was to limit the size and extent of apartment buildings.  It was agreed to take the views of the Council on board when a decision was being made.  

Cllr. C. Warnock noted the hard work which was carried out by the Planning Staff over the past month and he complimented all on their efforts in this regard.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and the Town Clerk informed the members as follows:- 


Matters arising from Minutes

Safety Equipment at Camlin River 
Lifebuoys are being put in place at different locations.

Pedestrian Crossing at Battery Road 

The lights will have push button control to allow crossing.  A camera will be fitted to ensure safe crossing is completed before the lights change.

Environmental Improvement Scheme at New Street 

This scheme is complete subject to the installation of new light standards and underground of services.  The original grant approved under the Department of Environment and Local Government Urban and Village Renewal Programme was €65000.  This has now been increased by €158000.  The total expenditure on the scheme was €243000 and the total grant allocated was €223000.

Windows and Doors Scheme 

This scheme is progressing in accordance with the tender documents.  To date 19 houses have been completed.

Purchase of new JCB 

A new JCB machine has been purchased at a cost of €60000.  The previous machine was almost obsolete.

Ballymacormack Cemetery 

Work has started on building retaining walls around the area of the public toilets.  Paths in this area will also be levelled and made as accessible as possible for all users.  Design of the new land will be carried out by the Town Engineer in the coming months.

Cllr. T. Flaherty raised the question of levels in the cemetery and it was agreed to have this matter further examined.

Annaly Car Park 

Agreement has been reached with the Courts Service to allow the contractors for the Courthouse access through the car park.  In return the Courts Service will grant the Council a right of way for pedestrian access through Court Service property (presently Kelly’s Arcade) to the Main Street.  This area will also be cobble locked and public lighting will be installed and will improve access to Annaly Car Park.

Cllr. C. Warnock raised the question about access to the car park by the Contractors for the Courthouse and it was agreed to have this matter further examined.

Cllr. A. Mitchell questioned the use of Annaly Car Park and it was agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

Ballymahon Street Car Park 

The Consulting Engineers have been instructed to prepare the necessary contract and tender documents.  Agreement has been reached with all the parties except Heatons.  A Notice to Treat has been served on them and we are also negotiating with them.  We did examine the possibility of building a double deck car park at this location but this was dropped for financial reasons.  The car park when completed will provide 90 spaces.

Cllr. J. McDonnell questioned if the Super Loo situated at the Market Square could be re-located somewhere in the Ballymahon Street Car Park area and it was agreed to have this matter examined. 

Longford Shopping Centre Car Park

All of the members present expressed disappointment at the actions taken by the managing owners of the Shopping Centre over the Christmas period.  It was stated that the action taken by them was illegal.  It was noted that they were to make a submission to the Town Council in the New Year and it was agreed to contact them in this regard.  

GERALDINE  TERRACE/CENTENARY  SQUARE  CAR  PARK 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a Notice under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 had been inserted in the local papers dated 5th January 2005.  The notice related to the construction of a approximately 48 car parking spaces at Geraldine Terrace with new vehicular access from Geraldine Terrace to the proposed new car park and all other ancillary works.  Two alternative options were examined by the members and it was noted that one depended on the agreement with an adjoining landowner.  The members noted the position and requested that additional disabled  spaces be made available and on the proposal of Cllr. C.  

Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell it was agreed to proceed with the project.

MUNICIPAL  POLICY  COMMITTEES 

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty it was agreed to set up a Municipal Policy Committee and to place as an item on the agenda for the February meeting.

RENTAL  ACCOMMODATION  SCHEME 

The contents of a letter received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to this scheme was noted and on the proposal of Cllr. A. Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock it was agreed to prepare a report for the special housing meeting.  It was noted that Environmental Health Officers were carrying out a review of the condition of rented dwellings and it was hoped to have this report available for the special meeting of the Council.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the Council set out below were considered suitable for attendance by members:-

1)
Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland – Holiday Inn, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal  -  11th & 12th February 2005.

2)
Suicide Prevention & Awareness – The Abbey Manor Hotel, Dromahaire, 

Co. Leitrim  -  18th & 19th February 2005.

3)
Longford Association London 50th Annual Dinner Dance – 4th February 2005.

4)
National Energy Conference – Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork – 

10th & 11th February 2005.

5)
Carlow Tourism National Conference – Seven Oaks Hotel, Athy Road, Carlow  -  24th & 25th February, 2005.

6)
Clonmel Conference – Slievenamon Golf Club & Fairways Restaurant, Lisronagh, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary – 4th & 5th March 2005. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the Council was noted.  Cllr. J. McDonnell raised the letter received from the Minister for Transport in relation to the Sligo to Dublin train service.  Cllr. McDonnell stated that this was within the Minister’s responsibility and he should have responded to the letter instead of referring it to Iarnrod Eireann.

Cllr. A. Mitchell raised the issue of Longford Swimming Pool and stated that this matter is on the agenda for the January meeting of Longford County Council.  It was agreed to place this matter on the agenda for the February meeting of the Council.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Mayor P. Nolan informed the members that the visit to Longford Westmeath General Hospital, Mullingar, had been arranged for the 24th January 2005 at 10.30 a.m. and that all members of the Council were welcome to attend.

FLOODING  AT  ARDNACASSA  

Cllr. T. Flaherty informed the members that severe flooding took place in Springlawn / Oakvale area of the town over the previous week-end and the staff of the Council were complimented on the quick action in an emergency situation.  It was agreed to put this matter on the agenda for the February meeting of the Council.

PLANNING  PERMISSION

Cllr. J. Keogh stated that an application for planning permission for a large retail development was submitted to Longford County Council.  Cllr. Keogh stated that this development must be within the town boundary and town centre area.  It was noted that the proposed development might be contrary to the retail planning guidelines and it was agreed to have this matter examined and to write to the County Council in this regard.

MISCELLANEOUS 

It was agreed to examine further the following issues:-

(1)
A Yellow Box in front of the Town Council building on the Market Square.

(2)
Double parking at St. Mel’s Road.

(3)
Write to funeral directors re Garda presence at removals and funerals.

(4)
Car parking at the corner junction of Chapel Street entrance to the Town Centre.

(5)
White road  markings in Teffia Park.

This concluded the business of the meeting.  

Signed: _______________________ 


    Mayor 

Signed:________________________ 


    Town Clerk  

Dated  9th February, 2005.

