COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 9th November 2005 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 8.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer




Mr. Frank Gearty, Legal Adviser

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 26th October 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

ITEMS  ADJOURNED  FROM  OCTOBER  

MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

LONGFORD  SHOPPING  CENTRE  CAR  PARK 

On the invitation of Mayor Christy Warnock, Mr. Frank Gearty, Council’s Legal Adviser, addressed the Council in relation to the Longford Shopping Centre Car Park.  He informed the members that the Longford Centre Car Park was in the ownership of Longford County Council and in charge of Longford Town Council and he was speaking as Longford County Council’s Legal Adviser who jointly with the Town Council had referred the matter of the Shopping Centre Agreement to Arbitration.

Mr. Gearty detailed the matters of correspondence which had passed over the last number of months which led to the call for arbitration.  He described the result of the arbitration as a minus 1 score draw where neither of the parties to the action were satisfied with the result.  Mr. Gearty stated that the award allowed the agents for the shopping centre to clamp vehicles in the car park after a period of three hours free parking.  He also stated that no release fee would be payable and the clamp must be released on request.  Mr. Gearty also informed the members that the legal team acting for the joint Councils reserved the position to take high court action in relation to the fettering of the powers of the Town Council caused by the agreement.

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Mayor Christy Warnock, it was agreed that the matter be discussed further in committee.  

Mr. Gearty responded to a number of queries from the members and on the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed that further legal advice be sought and, if appropriate, to proceed for a high court injunction to have certain matters in the agreement set aside.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan, and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That Longford Town Council arrange that large signs indicating clearly heights for large vehicles be erected on the two railway bridges in the town to ensure that further accidents are avoided”.

Cllr. Connellan stated that a number of accidents had taken place at these bridges recently due to the fact that the warning signs cannot be seen.  

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that the barriers which had been erected to protect the bridge had the effect of throwing vehicles onto the footpath which in itself was a major danger.

Mayor Christy Warnock stated that advance sensors could be installed which would set off flashing lights on the bridge and therefore alert drivers to the danger.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the Director of Services for Roads and Transportation had written to Iarnrod Eireann and the Department of the Environment in relation to the problem and it was agreed to refer the matter to Health and Safety Association and to ask the Garda Authorities in relation to the number of prosecutions for careless driving as a result of these accidents.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That 2 ramps be installed, one each side of St. Oliver Plunkett Secondary School”.

Cllr. Connell requested that the name of the school be amended to St. Oliver Plunketts Vocational School, Templemichael, and stated that traffic calming measures were urgently required at this location.

The Town Engineer, Mr. Padraig Farrell, stated that traffic calming, road narrowing and ramps were to be installed at this location within the next few weeks.  This Motion was taken in conjunction with the following Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That a comprehensive plan for traffic calming be put into place with the greatest of urgency.  Starting as promised at Connolly Crescent”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell and it was agreed that a priority list be drawn up for the construction and erection of traffic calming measures and ramps as follows:-      Teffia Park, Annaly Park and Templemichael 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Brendan Farrell:-

“That this Council request the executive to introduce a special ‘seasonal discount’ on rents for our elderly tenants who are surviving on limited resources so as to off-set the massive increases in the cost of fuel”.

Cllr. Farrell stated that the price of gas had risen by 25%, electricity by 30% and the price of coal and briquettes had also risen recently and stated that the present fuel allowance of €9 weekly was insufficient for the needs of the elderly.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the differential rent scheme was the responsibility of the executive of the Council and that a discount scheme could not operate across the board.  However, he stated that there was a hardship clause in the scheme and Council staff were amenable to examine any cases where hardship existed.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Farrell:-

“That this Council call on the government and other bodies to immediately effect action to relieve the burden of fuel costs on the elderly without delay”.

It was agreed that this motion would be referred to all the interested parties and that a resolution to this effect would be submitted to all the other town and county councils in the country.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That this Council put in place, rules for the new section at Ballymacormack Cemetery.  That all head stones be in uniformity in size”.

Cllr. Nolan requested that the last word in the motion be amended to height and this was agreed.

Cllr. Nolan was informed that the plans for the new land at Ballymacormack were not yet available, however, draft bye-laws will be prepared to deal with this issue to ensure that graveyard plots are easy to maintain.

The following Notice of Motion was withdrawn by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That this Council seek a copy of the National Plan regarding Avian Flu, also the relevant strategy to our Region and County”.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members.

1)
Dundalk Town Council – Fairways Hotel, Dundalk – 10th/12th November 2005.

2)
Clare Tourist Council & Clare County Council – Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare -  25th/26th November 2005


CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

Members noted a reply from Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Roads and Transportation, in relation to works at Dublin Street and on the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to write to the National Roads Authority and request that the authority meet a deputation from the Town Council 

ITEMS  FOR  NOVEMBER  MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

Cllr. Paul Connell requested a report in relation to planning Ref. No. 04/107  in regard to the social and affordable aspect of the application.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town  Clerk informed the members as follows:-

1)
Matters arising from Minutes 


Dublin Street Environmental Project

The Town Clerk circulated a report from Mr. J. Kilgallen, Director of Services, in regard to the project.

2)
Windows and Doors Scheme  -  Springlawn 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a  total of 18 houses had been completed.  The scheme will be completed in approximately one week.

3)
Central Heating Scheme  

The members were informed that the installation of central heating had been completed in 5 houses to date.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell asked what the position was in relation to the contribution due to the E.S.B. in relation to the installation of electrical heating last year.  The Town Clerk informed the members that he had referred the matter of the contribution to the Energy Regulator for his consideration.

The Town Clerk informed him that this matter was still the subject of negotiation with the E.S.B. and stated that this contribution was never mentioned in any discussion which the 

Council or the contractor had with the E.S.B.   The Town Clerk stated that it was extremely difficult to deal with the E.S.B. but however, discussions were ongoing.

4)
Roadworks Programme 2005   

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Roadworks Programme had been substantially completed.  Lisduff Hill had been resurfaced and completed and the footpath programme was continuing with works at old Ardnacassa, Annaly Park, Templemichael Terrace (Part) in progress and Bannon Terrace and Templemichael Glebe to be commenced. 

5)
Halloween Children’s Party 
The members were informed that a  very successful Halloween Party had taken place in the Temperance Hall on Monday 31st October.  Approximately 300 children attended.

Mayor Christy Warnock complimented Sheila Tipper, Housing Liaison Officer, and Teresa Duffy, Social Worker, and the other members of the committee on the very successful Halloween Party which was held over the Halloween period.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that anti-social behaviour took place in certain estates over Halloween.  

It was agreed to refer this matter to the Gardai.

6)
Commission for Taxi Regulation 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the  Commission was set up on 1st September 2004 and its principal function was the development and maintenance of a regulatory framework for the control and operation of small public service vehicles and their drivers.  The act also provides for the transfer from Local Authorities of the power to declare taximeter areas and set maximum fares.  The Commission now intends to exercise this power by declaring new taximeter areas and putting in place new maximum fares orders both in the County and Longford Town.  Submission are invited.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell asked what the powers of the Taxi Regulator were in relation to powers which had previously been vested in the Town Council particularly in relation to taxi stands.  

It was agreed that this would be examined and a report prepared for the next meeting of the Council.

It was also agreed to write to all taxi drivers informing them that loading bays become taxi stands after 6.30 p.m. in the evening.

FIXING  OF  DATE  FOR  BUDGET  MEETING 

It was agreed that the date for the Budget Meeting would be the 4th January 2006.

SECTION  183  NOTICE  -  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY

AT  HARBOUR  ROW/KILLASHEE STREET, LONGFORD

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Mayor Christy Warnock, it was agreed to dispose of the property to Mr. Seamus Quinn as set out in Section 183 Notice.

MALL  ALL  WEATHER  PLAYING  FACILITY

The Town Clerk informed the members that notice had been given under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to construct this facility.  The closing date for receipt of representations or submissions was the 28th October 2005 and he informed the members that no submissions were received.

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to construct the all weather playing facility.

CORRESPONDENCE

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following matters were raised under any other business.

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore raised the question of drainage in Springlawn and it was agreed that this matter would be kept under continuous review.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised the question of public lighting at Camlin Mews and it was agreed that this would be examined.

Cllr. Paddie Connellan raised the question of a street sign for Golf Club View and it was agreed that this matter would be further checked.

Other matters raised were litter bins in Farneyhoogan and a sign at the Major’s Well Road and it was agreed that these would be examined.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:______________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:   14th December, 2005.

