COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 26th October 2005 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 8.00 p.m.  

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell

Cllr. Tony Flaherty

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore

Cllr. Alan Mitchell

Cllr. Peggy Nolan 

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

An apology was received from Cllr. James Keogh 

SUSPENSION  OF  STANDING  ORDERS 

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the urgent situation in relation to the environmental improvements works at Dublin Street.

Mayor Warnock stated that €500,000 had been allocated for improvement works on the road at Dublin Street and it was noted that the National Roads Authority had now withdrawn this allocation.  He stated that the Town Council had been very positive about environmental improvement works in the town and he stated that the Minister for the Environment and Local Government should be informed of the decision.  He stated that this decision had delayed the environmental improvement works by twelve months and requested that this money be ring fenced and included in the allocation for next year.

It was agreed to request a Special Meeting with representatives from Longford County Council who had been in discussion with the National Roads Authority and it was also agreed to write to Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services, Roads and Transportation, re the allocation of monies for this project.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty raised the question of the appointment of a contractor to the scheme.  He questioned how the project had been advertised and the tender procedure .

The Town Clerk informed the members that this procedure had taken place in the County Council Offices as the project had been initiated there when the National Roads Authority were involved.  It was agreed to have this information available at the next meeting of the Council. 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Thursday 22nd September  2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

The Minutes of the Special Meeting held with Cluid Housing Association on Wednesday 27th September 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell.

The Minutes of the Special Meeting held in regard to Road Traffic and Transportation Study on Wednesday 27th September 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted.

Mayor Christy Warnock noted that the County Manager, Mr. Michael Killeen, had recently resigned and he paid tribute to Mr. Killeen for his outstanding service to the town and county over the last twenty seven years.

Mayor Warnock wished Michael Killeen and his wife Eilish health and happiness in his retirement.

All of the members present wishes Mr. and Mrs. Killeen good health and happiness in his retirement and spoke of the very positive actions which had taken place during his tenure with particular emphasises on the attraction of the Abbott factory to Longford.  Mr. James Clarke and Mr. Dan Rooney, on behalf of the staff of the Town Council, also wished Mr. Michael Killeen and his wife Eilish good health and happiness in his retirement.

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell, it was agreed to afford to Michael Killeen the Freedom of the Town and a Civic Reception and this was unanimously agreed.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

These were noted by the members and it was noted that the construction of the Swimming Pool at the Mall had recently been granted planning permission.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell informed the meeting that the process of preparing contract documents and negotiating tenders documents was now in hand.

It was noted that it would be necessary to make provision in the budget for 

a contribution to the swimming pool.

It was also agreed to examine how social and affordable housing was working under the Part VI process and to prepare a report for a future meeting of the Council.

It was also agreed to ensure that the erection and numbering of place name signs be made a condition of a grant of planning permission.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

1) 
Matters arising from Minutes     

The Town Clerk circulated to the meeting a report in relation to planning control and enforcement and the report was noted.  

2)
Windows and Doors Scheme  -  Springlawn 

The members were informed that a total of nine houses had been completed.  The scheme will be completed in about 3 weeks.

3)
Central Heating Scheme  

The Town Clerk said that he reported at the last meeting that the allocation will only allow for 25 houses to be completed.  The Department of the Environment and Local Government have notified us that no further funding is available.

4)
Roadworks Programme 2005   

The members were informed that the Roadworks Programme had been substantially completed.  Lisduff Hill has been resurfaced and completed and the footpath programme is continuing with works at old Ardnacassa, Annaly Park, Templemichael Terrace (Part) in progress and Bannon Terrace and Templemichael Glebe to be commenced. 

5)
Environmental Improvement Scheme – Dublin Street  

It was noted that a  new contract had been prepared to replace footpaths only and provide undergrounding of cables and new decorative lighting from the junction of the Post Office to Milo’s pub.  The N.R.A. allocation of approximately €500000 to replace the carriageway had been lost to the town streets and reallocated elsewhere. 

6)
Town Twinning


Sparks  Nevada 

The members were informed that a  group of 17 from Sparks Nevada recently visited Longford.  The group was led by the Mayor Geno Martini and included Council members Mike Carrigan and Judy Moss and City Manager Shaun Carey.  A number of cultural and social events were arranged for them and they were afforded a civic reception. 

7)
Tidy Towns Presentation 

It was noted that the annual Tidy Towns presentation will take place in the Chamber on Friday 11th November 2005 at 8.00 p.m.  

8)
Tidy Towns Seminar – Temperance Hall, Longford

Wednesday 2/11/05 at 2.00 p.m.  

The members were informed that Longford Tidy Towns had organised a seminar “Towards a Better Landscape” to focus on the importance of well designed street landscapes and shopfronts.   All members were invited to attend.

FINANCIAL  REPORT  -  QUARTER  ENDED  30/9/2005 

The quarterly report submitted to the meeting was noted.

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AUDIT  REPORT 

The Local Government Audit Report submitted to the meeting was noted.

OLD  GARDA  BARRACKS 

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had discussions with the various parties and groups who were interested in acquiring areas within the old garda barracks.  A draft design scheme had been prepared by the Architects and this was considered suitable for the project and it was agreed to proceed and request detailed design drawings.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Public Lighting 

Cllr. A. Mitchell raised this issue and it was agreed to have the matter investigated and prepare a report for a future meeting of the Council.

In accordance with Standing Orders, Mayor Warnock adjourned the meeting at 10.30 p.m.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:________________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:________________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:  9th November, 2005.

