COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 9th March 2005 at 7.30 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Peggy Nolan

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Jimmy McDonnell




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

Minutes of Special Meeting held on Monday 31st January 2005 were proposed by Cllr. C. Warnock and seconded by Cllr. B. Gilmore.

Minutes of Sub-Committee of Willow Park Halting Site held on Monday 7th February 2005 were proposed by Cllr. J. Keogh, seconded by Cllr. B. Gilmore.

Minutes of Meeting of An Coiste Logainmeacha held on Wednesday 9th February 2005 were proposed by Cllr. C. Warnock and seconded by Cllr. P. Connellan.

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 9th February 2005 were proposed by Cllr. P. Connellan and seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock.

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on Thursday 10th February 2005 were proposed by Cllr. P. Connellan and seconded by Cllr. B. Gilmore. 

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on Monday 14th February 2005 were proposed by Cllr. C. Warnock and seconded by Cllr. P. Connellan.

Minutes of Special Meeting held on Monday 21st February 2005 were proposed by Cllr. B. Gilmore and seconded by Cllr. J. Keogh.

Minutes of Meeting of Sub-Committee of Willow Park Halting Site held on Monday 21st February 2005 were proposed by Cllr. C. Warnock and seconded by Cllr. P. Connellan.

MANAGER’ S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA  

The planning applications received and appeals An Bord Pleanala submitted to the meeting were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance and the Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-

Matters arising from Minutes 

Annaly Car Park 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a proposal to amend the Bye-Laws to allow for the charge to be reduced from €2 to €1 a day to encourage greater use of the car park was being investigated.  It was also noted that the Bye-Laws needed to be amended to allow for the new car park in the Market Square and in Centenary Square.  

After discussions it was agreed that this would be done on a trial basis for six months.

Windows and Doors Scheme

It was noted that this scheme is progressing satisfactorily and is almost complete.

Central Heating Scheme 2004 

The members were informed that the Final Account for the 2004 Scheme had now come to hand and it was noted that storage or convector heaters had been installed in 98 houses, smoke alarms in 88 houses, extractor fans in 117 houses, attic/roof insulation in 65 houses and lagging jackets in 72 houses.  

It was also noted that the scheme for 2005 will be prepared in the near future.

Ballymacormack Cemetery 

The members were informed that work was progressing satisfactorily within the graveyard and expected to be completed this week, Friday 11th March 2005.  It was also noted that an area was being cleared and levelled for use as a car park adjacent to the cemetery.

Mayor’s Awards 

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had requested Emmet Dolan, a sculptor, to commission a design piece which can be presented by the outgoing Mayor to recipients for outstanding achievements in the community during the year.  It was agreed that any nominations for this award would be submitted to the Town Clerk not later than the 31st March 2005.  

It was also noted that a Civic Reception would be arranged for retired Cllr. Peter Clarke and the Management of St. Christopher’s in late April or early May. 

Other Issues 

Following on from a question from Cllr. C. Warnock at the previous meeting, the Town Clerk informed the members that Mulleady’s Refuse Trucks are calibrated by the Weights and Measures Office.

The Town Clerk also informed the members that he had received a letter from Bishop Colm O’Reilly who expressed thanks to the members for showing an interest in his activities in the Irish Centre in London.  It was noted that a meeting had been arranged between the Town Clerk and the Director of the Irish Chaplaincy in London and  Bishop Colm O’Reilly in relation to this matter.

Centenary  Square Car Park 

The members were informed that a draft agreement had been reached with the relevant party and this matter was now in the hands of both solicitors.

All Weather Pitch in the Mall

The members were informed that the tenders had been sought for the All Weather Pitch in the Mall for which a grant had been received late last year.  

DRAFT  VARIATION  OF  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN

MASTER  DEVELOPMENTS,  FARNEYHOOGAN 

The members were informed that this planning application related to the construction of 2 No. single detached dwellings, 48 No. two storey semi-detached dwellings, formation of an access road and extension of existing access road, together with 3 No. light industrial units.  The area, the subject of the application, is presently zoned primarily agricultural which precludes the planning authority from granting permission for the proposed development.  A portion of the site is also zoned primarily recreation/open space but this remains unaffected by the development.

Mr. J. Clarke outlined to the members that one submission had been received from Mr. Roger Timlin, Longford County Council, whose primary concern was flooding and in response he stated that the proposed site is not at risk from flooding nor is there any evidence that the development site has flooded in the past.  It was agreed that the 15% open area would apply with this application and it was recommended that a condition of planning be inserted re attenuation on the site.

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. B. Gilmore, it was resolved unanimously to vary the Town Development Plan in accordance with the map submitted to the meeting.

APPOINTMENT  OF  ONE  MEMBER 

TO  CO.  LONGFORD  V.E.C. 

It was noted that this vacancy related to the existing Co. Longford V.E.C.  following on the resignation of Deputy Sexton under the dual mandate regulations.  The members noted that there was a misunderstanding relating to which committee the vacancy applied.  There were two proposals:-

Cllr. Paul Connell proposed Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell proposed Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh.

The following vote took place:-

For Cllr. Flaherty:-  Cllr. P. Connellan, Cllr. T. Flaherty and Cllr. J. 

         McDonnell.

For Cllr. Connell:-  Cllr. Nolan, Cllr. Warnock, Cllr. Mitchell, Cllr. Connell 

        and Cllr. Keogh. 

Cllr. P. Connell was duly elected to be a member of Co. Longford V.E.C.

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  STAFF -  APPLICATION  OF  PHASE  3

OF  THE  PAY  INCREASES  UNDER  SUSTAINING  PROGRESS 

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. A. Mitchell payment of Phase 3 of the pay increases under Sustaining Progress was approved.  

CONSIDERATION  OF  ANNUAL

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  2004  

Mr. J. Clarke outlined to the members details of the Annual Financial Statement for 2004.  He informed the members that the Town Council were the first Town Council in Ireland to complete and submit the Annual Financial Statement to the Department of the Environment and also it was the first time the document had been completed in Irish.  He informed the members that the accounts of all the local authorities now reflect income on accruals basis and a balance sheet is now prepared.  It was noted that the assets of the Town Council were now ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​€68,158,163 and it was noted that the incoming debit balance had been reduced by €122,029.  It was noted that additional expenditure had been incurred on the following programme groups and approval to this over expenditure was agreed as follows:-

Programme Group 1 over-expenditure of  €98,536, approval to which 

over-expenditure by proposed by Cllr. B. Gilmore and seconded by Cllr. 

P. Connell.  

Programme Group 2 over-expenditure of  €52,553,  approval to this 

over-expenditure was proposed by Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. 

C. Warnock.

Programme Group 3 over-expenditure of  €31,482, approval to this 

over-expenditure was proposed by Cllr. J. McDonnell, seconded by Cllr. 

C. Warnock.

Programme Group 4 over-expenditure of €7,660, this was proposed by Cllr. C. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. P. Connell.

Programme Group 8 over-expenditure of €149,846 was proposed by Cllr. 

B. Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. J. McDonnell. 

The Mayor and Members of the Town Council extended congratulations to all involved in the preparation of the annual financial statement.

TRAVELLER  ACCOMMODATION  PLAN

It was noted that the Traveller Accommodation Plan had now been approved by Longford County Council.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Dumping of Domestic Waste

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“I request that Longford Town Council condemn the increased dumping of domestic waste that is occurring at present.  I also call on Longford County Council to investigate and report on the levels of dumping by householders in the Town and County”.

Cllr. Connell spoke for the motion and he cited a number of instances where illegal dumping of domestic waste was occurring.  He stated that recycling programmes should be adopted in schools and in large estates in the county.  He also spoke of the urgency of providing a civic amenity site for recycling and separation of waste.

The members spoke of illegal collections of refuse which were taking place and spoke of the need for a recycling bank for paper.

Cllr. T. Flaherty spoke of bad publicity which had been recently publicised by a Councillor from Roscommon where he accused Longford people of dumping in Roscommon.  He stated that the Councillor had no proof that these people came from Longford in the first instance.

It was agreed that this matter would be put on the agenda for the next Council meeting and to invite the Litter Warden and the Environmental Officer to attend.  

Waste Charges 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“I request that Longford Town Council call on the Minister for Social Welfare to introduce an allowance for those in need and on social welfare, to assist them in paying for waste charges”.

There was a general discussion in relation to this item and members spoke of the problem with the refuse collection and refuse collection system operated by private operators.  It was noted also that the cost of the service was becoming prohibitive not just to people on social welfare but also to people on low incomes.

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Connell, seconded by Cllr. C. Warnock, it was agreed to write to the Minister and to all other Local Authorities requesting that a voucher system or a waste allowance be granted to people on low incomes and on social welfare to assist them in paying for waste charges.

Transitional Housing

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. T. Flaherty:-

Cllr. Connellan requested that the motion be amended as follows and this was agreed:-

“I propose that the Council take immediate action to put in place support and transitional housing for men, women and children out of home because of domestic violence”.

Cllr. P. Connellan spoke in favour of the motion and stated that there was a good crisis support system in place in Bethany House which was operated by St. Vincent de Paul and supported by the Town Council.  She stated, however that there is no proper structure in place for men, women or children out of home because of domestic violence.

Mr. J. Clarke informed the members that this was a function for the County Council and the Voluntary Support Groups and the matter was best dealt with by them as the Town Council had no expertise in dealing with support services.

Parking Permits

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“I propose that the Council consider implementing the allocation and sale of weekly parking tickets in the business areas in town”.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the present system of pay and display was unable to cater for the issue of weekly tickets and he also stated that any alteration or deviation from the present system would be impossible to administer.

Halloween

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“I give notice of motion to this Council that I wish to have a sub-committee set up from both Town and County Councils, with a view to exploring the possibility of organising a community event on Halloween in light of events of previous years.  I make this proposal for environmental reasons and also for community relations”.

Cllr. Nolan spoke of a situation which she had experienced in our twin town Noyal Chatillon sur Seiche in France where an outdoor community event took place.  She considered that this also could take place around about Halloween if a suitable venue could be found.

Members spoke of the difficulties in relation to bonfires and anti-social behaviour around this time.  It was agreed to have this matter examined and to tap into the good work being done by the Housing Liaison Officer with regard to resident associations.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by members.

1)
Cork County Council’s Annual Mayor’s Conference – Westlodge 

Hotel, Bantry, Co. Cork – 14th & 15th April 2005.

2)
Sherkin Island Marine Station Environmental Conference – Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork – 21st & 22nd April 2005.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

Cllr. A. Mitchell raised the issue of a letter received from the Chamber of Commerce which he stated was ambiguous.  It was agreed to write to the Chamber requesting a direct answer to the questions which were asked:- 

(1)
Are they in favour of the abolition of Town Councils 

(2)
Are they in favour of the abolition of Longford Town Council  

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following issues were raised under Any Other Business:-

Flooding at Oakvale

Civic Reception for retired Cllr. Peter Clarke

Grass cutting in County Council areas

Sewerage leak from the canal towards Farneyhoogan

The use of the Road Sweeper in Farneyhoogan

Wall at 22 St. Bridget’s Terrace, Longford

Cleaning of drain at St. Bridget’s Terrace, Longford

Derelict house and stone wall at O’Connell Terrace

Cllr. A. Mitchell raised the matter of the new Housing Application Form.  He stated that the form was difficult to complete and contained almost sixteen pages.

Mr. J. Clarke informed the members that the Department of the Environment requested that these forms be standardised in order that the same information is contained on all forms irrespective of the county where it is issued.

This  concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:______________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated   13th April, 2005.

