COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 8th February 2006 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 8.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Budget Meeting held on Wednesday 4th January 2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh.

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 11th January 2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised the issue of derelict sites and requested that a report be prepared and submitted to the next meeting of the Council.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

It was agreed that a report be prepared since the adoption of the Town Development Plan setting out the number of planning refusals since that date and that this matter be discussed at the April meeting of the Council.

It was also agreed to prepare a report on the development contribution scheme for that meeting.

WATER  SUPPLY  IN  LONGFORD  TOWN 

Representatives from Sanitary Services, Longford County Council 

Mayor Warnock welcomed Mr. Peter Tone, Acting Director of Services, and Mr. Bernard Shea, Senior Executive Engineer, to the meeting.

The members raised a number of issues as follows:-

(1)
Problems with a breakdown in service for premises where a large quantity of water is used e.g. Licensed Premises, Hairdressing Salons, Hotels, Coffee Shops and follow on problems caused by Ice Making Machines.

(2)
Increased pressure on the water services network caused by the large scale developments in the town.

(3)
Lack of information caused by the failure to have a contact number or an emergency number available.

(4)
Failure to take action to conserve water with outlets where large volumes of water are used unnecessarily i.e. car washing facilites.

Other issues raised included the lack of a generator in Prucklish and the lack 

of  spare parts for pumps etc. 

A discount to consumers to compensate for damage caused and breakages 

particularly at weekends.

Mr. Peter Tone, Acting Director of Services, addressed the meeting and he 

stated that the pace of development in and around the town had caused serious problems with the supply.  He stated that Lough Forbes pumping plant was going full time around the clock.  He also stated that the reservoir at Prucklish contained only six hours storage and the acceptable minimum storage requirement is twenty four hours and in the event of a break or burst there was not adequate storage available.  He stated that the Council were developing ground water sources at Cahanagh and an underground source in Lanesboro but that more research was needed on both of these projects.  Mr. Tone also stated that there was a €4.5 million conservation project in place and when this was completed it was anticipated that this would save at least 20% of the water presently drawn from Prucklish.    

Mr. Tone stated that the Longford Central Regional Stage 6 Scheme was at an advanced stage which provided for a reservoir to be built at Knockahaw with an estimated cost requirement of €8 million and he informed the members that contract documents for this scheme were with the Department of the Environment and Local Government since November. 

Mr. Bernard Shea, Senior Executive Engineer, addressed the meeting and informed the members that there was no generator in place at Prucklish Reservoir.  He stated that a generator was not needed as there were two pump  systems in place.  He also stated that a breakdown in the pumping plant does not really effect the situation.  The real problem lies when a breakage occurs in the rising main or on the distribution network as there normally is a delay in locating such breakage.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, it was agreed to write to the Department of the Environment requesting that the approval to the contract stage be issued in order to proceed to the next stage and it was agreed that this matter would be taken up with our local Dail Representatives.

Mayor Warnock and the members thanked Mr. Tone and Mr. Shea for their attendance and delivery at the meeting.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town  Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:

Central Heating Scheme 

He stated that a total of 14 houses had been completed under this scheme to date.

Work in Progress 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the following works were in progress:-

(1)
Footpaths in Bannon Terrace 

(2)
Drainage  (separation of sewers) at Glack 

(3)
Drainage works at Abbeycartron  

National Development Plan 2007 – 2013 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Midland Regional Authority are inviting views / observations to respond to the Departments call for submissions as part of the consultation process previous to the National Development Plan 2007 – 2013. 

He requested that submissions be forwarded to him not later than the 20th February 2006.  

Disclosure of Donations 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Disclosure of Donations forms required to be completed immediately.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan raised the issue of road works and public lighting to be carried out at Ardnacassa Avenue.  Cllr. Nolan stated it was agreed at the last meeting that these works be carried out and that one member of the Council had gone to all of the residents in the area on the following day with representations in this regard.  Cllr. Nolan stated that the decision was made by the Council as a team and no member should claim direct responsibility for this decision.

After much discussion it was agreed that we would examine the possibility of issuing a press release or a quarterly newsletter to inform towns people of works proposed to be carried out.

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  STAFF:  APPLICATION  OF  

INCREASES UNDER SECTION 14.2 OF THE MID-TERM 

REVIEW OF PART TWO OF SUSTAINING PROGRESS  

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, it was resolved that payment of this increase under Part Two of Sustaining Progress be agreed.

DRAFT  ROADS  PROGRAMME  2006 

The Town Engineer, Mr. Padraig Farrell, outlined the Draft Roads Programme for 2006.  He stated that the completion of works under the 2005 Programme were in hand and it was hoped to have these finished at an early date.

	Draft Roads Programe 2006
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Road Maintenance
	
	

	
	Gritting
	 €     13,000 
	

	
	Gully cleaning and jetting
	 €     15,000 
	

	
	Patching
	 €     24,000 
	

	
	Road safety signs and barriers
	 €     10,000 
	

	
	Linemarking
	 €     15,000 
	

	
	Public Lighting
	 €     35,000 
	

	
	Footpath maintenance
	 €     34,000 
	 €     146,000 

	
	
	
	

	Footpath Restoration
	
	

	
	Old Ardnacassa, Dublin Rd (Phase 2)
	 €     20,000 
	

	
	Templemichael Glebe
	 €       7,500 
	

	
	Templemichael Tce/College Park/Blind Mans Walk
	 €     26,500 
	

	
	Chapel St
	 €     15,000 
	 €      69,000 

	
	
	
	

	Traffic Calming
	
	

	
	Teffia Park
	 €     21,500 
	

	
	Annally Park
	 €     18,000 
	

	
	Farnagh Hill
	 €     12,500 
	

	
	Ballymahon Road
	 €       6,000 
	

	
	St Michaels Rd
	 €     18,000 
	

	
	Templemichael Tce/College Park/Blind Mans Walk
	 €     15,000 
	

	
	Ardnacassa Avenue
	 €     15,000 
	 €     106,000 

	
	
	
	

	Road Restoration
	
	

	
	Little Water St 
	 €     32,000 
	

	
	Ballymakeegan lane
	 €     52,000 
	

	
	St. Michaels Rd
	 €     45,304 
	

	
	Camlin Mews
	 €     34,000 
	 €     163,304 

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	 €     484,304 


All of the members present complimented the Town Engineer with regard to the programme.  Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that it was important to get these works done early to avoid conflict with the bigger projects that will be carried out during the year.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that at a recent deputation to the N.R.A. that a scheme could be carried out for illumination of traffic calming systems and she requested that the N.R.A. be contacted in this regard and that Longford Town be used as a pilot for this project.

Ramps 

Mayor Warnock stated that the provision of ramps were a cost effective measure in the battle against speeding in towns and it was Council policy to install these.

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, the Draft Roads Programme for 2006 was agreed.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

It was agreed that the Notices of Motion on the Agenda for the meeting would be deferred to the March Meeting of the Council.

CONFERENCES 

The following conferences were deemed suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Enterprise Kiltullagh Ltd. – The White House Hotel, Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon – 16th February 2006.

2)
Colmcille Winter School – The Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal – 25th / 26th February 2006. 

3)
Annual Mayors Conference – Castle Hotel, Macroom, Co. Cork – 2nd March 2006. 

4)
Dundalk Chamber of Commerce – R.D.S., Dublin – 8th & 9th March 2006.

5)
Carlow Tourism Conference  – Dolmen Hotel, Kilkenny Road, Carlow  –  9th & 10th March 2006.


6)
Local Authority Members Association  –  Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny  – 20th & 21st April 2006.

7)
Drogheda Cross Border Focus – Drogheda – 27th / 29th April 2006.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.  

Cllr. Brendan Farrell raised the issue of a thermal treatment plant as set out in the minutes of the S.P.C. for Water Services and Environmental Policies.  Cllr. Farrell was informed that the decision in relation to location of a thermal treatment plant was not the responsibility of either Longford Town Council or Longford County Council and it will be a function of the Regional Managers for the region to adopt the Waste Management Plan.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Cllr. Paul Connell raised the issue of illegal dumping and requested that the County Council be approached to see if an arrangement could be made between the joint authorities and a refuse disposer to collect refuse in Council Estates where people are not presently availing of the service.  It was agreed to contact the County Council in this regard.

Mayor Christy Warnock requested that houses be checked fully before any transfers are granted to ensure that tenants are leaving the house in a habitable and clean state and it was agreed that this would be done.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that the County Council be contacted to move forward the proposals for treatment of the Post Office junction and the appropriate pedestrian crossings and it was agreed that this would be done.  

Mayor Christy Warnock read out a letter from Longford Chamber of Commerce and Industry requesting a contribution towards the running of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and on the proposal of Mayor Warnock, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh, it was agreed to contribute a sum of €2,000.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_________________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed: _________________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:    8th March, 2006.   
