COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 8th March 2006 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 6.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

An apology was received from Cllr. Tony Flaherty

VOTE  OF  SYMPATHY 

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock it was unanimously agreed to extend a vote of sympathy to former Councillor Denis Glennon on the recent death of his sister Kathleen Gallagher.  All of the members present extended sympathy to the Glennon Family and the meeting was adjourned for fifteen minutes as a mark of respect.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 8th February 2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town  Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:

Matters arising from Minutes 

The members were informed that the Minister for the Environment and Local Government had approved the contract documents for Stage 6 of the Longford Central Regional Water Stage 6 Scheme – Reservoir at Knockahaw and it was noted that this scheme could now go to tender.

Central Heating Scheme 

The members were informed that a total of 16 houses had been completed under this scheme.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that progress had been slow on having work done in accordance with the scheme.  Cllr. Connell requested that the tenants be given authorisation to appoint a contractor and get the work done independently and the job to be certified on completion by the Town Engineer and payment of the Department of the Environment grant made payable to the tenant in lieu.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that under the terms of the scheme it was not possible to have the works carried out in this manner and on the proposal of Cllr. Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell, it was agreed to send a resolution to the Minister requesting that the scheme be altered to allow this.

Mayor Warnock stated that a time limit should be put on contractors for completion of works.

Work in Progress 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the following works had been completed:-

1)
Footpath at Ballymacormack Cemetery. 

2)
St. Bridget’s Terrace /Walshe’s Lane. 

3)
Park Road resurfacing. 

4)
Upper Glack surface water and resurfacing.

5)
Line marking at College Park.

6) 
Snag list Dublin Street Environmental Project. 

7)
Ardnacassa Avenue and Grian Ard resurfacing  and


linemarking complete and public lighting ongoing 

with E.S.B.  

8)
Re-prioritising junction at Springlawn / Ardnacassa Avenue complete. 

He also informed the members that the following works will commence within the next few weeks:-

1)
Synthetic pitch at Mall – Contractor appointed.

2)
Teffia Park Ramps  -  Contractor appointed.

3)
Back Lane at Bannon Terrace – Direct labour.

4)
Playground at MacEoin Park – In progress.

5)
Housing  - 



D.P.G.   -  
10 Teffia Park to commence

· 14 St. Bridget’s Terrace in progress
  

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Synthetic Pitch in the Mall was now ready to start and that the specification for same had been altered to provide for a full size hockey pitch.  This would also have the effect of increasing the capacity to play other sports within the facility.  

Mayor Warnock noted in relation to works which were carried out at Ballymacormack Cemetery that a letter had appeared in the local paper this week which stated that these works were outstanding and it was agreed to have this matter further examined.

Priming Grants 

The members were informed that an advertisement had been placed in the local papers seeking residents groups, estates etc. to avail to priming grants and it was noted that the closing date for same was 31st March 2006.

National Tree Week  5th – 11th March 2006 

The members were informed that National Tree Week was now underway and that a substantial number of saplings and a small number of single semi mature trees were available for planting during the week.

National  Spring Clean 

It was agreed that Longford Town Council would again participate in National Spring Clean during the month of April.  The clean ups will be coordinated by the Environmental Awareness Officer, Longford County Council, the Tidy Towns Group and the Town Council.

Cllr. Paul Connell requested that a number of refuse bins be placed on the Canal Walk.  Cllr. Connell also requested that the help of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry be enlisted to request owners of properties to clean up outside their premises and to provide trays for cigarette butts.     

CONSIDERATION  OF  ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  2005 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Irish and English version of the Annual Financial Statement had been forwarded to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and it was noted that Longford Town was the first authority in the country to do this.  The members were informed that the general reserve debit balance was now €536,215 which was a reduction of €170,342 for the year and it was noted that this balance would be eliminated within two to three years with continued progress in this area.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the annual budget statement showed that a total of twelve houses had been purchased during the year and it was noted that since the publication of that statement in December a further six houses had been purchased giving a total value of purchase of €2,818,718 and that the original allocation to the Town Council was €1 million.

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, over- expenditure on Programme 1 of €28,696 was approved.

On the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh over- expenditure of €127,261 was approved for Programme 2.

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell over-expenditure on Programme 5 of €7,385 was approved.

Mayor Warnock complimented the Finance Staff of the Town Council on the early production of the Annual Financial Statement. 

RAPID  GRANT  APPLICATION - DORMANT  ACCOUNT  FUNDS   

Guidelines for application and appraisal process in the economic and social disadvantaged category were circulated to the members at the meeting and it was  noted  that  a  grant  of   €200,000   was  available  for  projects   which 

qualified within the terms of the circular.  The fund targeted three broad categories of persons:- 

(1)
Those effected by economic and social disadvantage 

(2)
Those effected by educational disadvantage  and

(3)
Persons with disability

The members were informed that the area implementation team of Rapid were seeking projects under the above and the members were asked to forward same to the Town Clerk before the 20th March 2006.

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to invite the Rapid Co-ordinator to the next meeting of the Council.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that a van had been vandalised on Ballymahon Street on today’s date and the presence of CCTV system in the town  would prevent this from happening.

It was noted however that the erection of CCTV systems in the town did not qualify in terms of the fund.

DERELICT  SITES 

A report on Derelict Sites in the town was circulated to the meeting and the Town Clerk informed the members that action had not been taken in relation to derelict sites in view of the large building boom in the town and the development created by the rural renewal tax. 

It was noted that a large number of sites that were previously placed on the derelict sites register were not now derelict and it was also noted that work was currently in progress on a number of sites.

The members were informed also that planning permission had been granted in respect of a number of sites which remained derelict and it was agreed that the Council would approach the owners of these sites asking them to commence work as quickly as possible.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell asked the number of levies which had been paid under the derelict sites legislation and he was informed by the Town Clerk that only one had been paid in the previous two years.

It was agreed that a new register of derelict sites would be prepared and submitted to the May Meeting of the Council and it was agreed that, where the sites lay derelict for a period that the process to apply the levy would be initiated.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

WEEE  Directive 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“I give notice of motion, that this Council, seek the putting in place of a collection point with regards the WEEE directive, under contract from Longford County Council”.  

Cllr. Nolan spoke of the collection system which operated in other counties and it was agreed to offer the facilities of Longford Town Council to Longford County Council in order to streamline the collection process under the directive.

Telecommunication Mast 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That this Council, contact the Department of the Environment, seeking clarification regarding the existing telecommunication mast and the fact that no permission is needed for co-locating, a term used in a letter to this Council.  I am calling for an independent inspectorate, as most of those old masts are located in highly populated areas”.

Cllr. Nolan spoke of the problem where masts are exempted development and therefore planning permission is not required because of the co-location policy.  It is therefore not clear what the function of the mast was when it was erected under this co-location policy.  It was agreed to write to the Minister for the Environment and request that any co-location of masts should not be exempted development and should require planning permission and that an independent inspectorate be appointed to adjudicate on the possible effects of these masts.

Killashee Street 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

“That Longford Council make immediate arrangements to repair the footpaths and roadway at Killashee Street and make the footpaths at the New Supervalu and the old McNallys Garage Athlone Road accessible to the public as this area is dangerous and will become more dangerous when these premises are opened to the public”.

Cllr. Connellan was informed that this road was a national route and the responsibility of the National Roads Authority.  It was agreed to refer this matter to the County Council for attention.

Roads 

The following Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. Paddie Connellan was withdrawn:-

“That Longford Council make immediate arrangements to carry out repairs to the streets and roads in the town area as at present they are in an appalling condition”.

Ardnacassa Avenue    

The following Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. Paddie Connellan was withdrawn:-

“That Longford Town Council install public lighting in Grian Ard and change the “Yield Right of Way” at the entrance from Ardnacassa to Oakvale – Springlawn and that a through road is made at the top of Ardnacassa Avenue”.

Townparks Industrial Estate 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That Longford Town Council and Longford County Council make immediate representations to Longford Gardai to tow away all caravans etc. parked at Industrial Estate and that the said Council make immediate arrangements to finish the footpaths etc. in said estate and that proper public lighting be installed”.

This Notice of Motion was taken in conjunction with the following Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That Longford Town Council take charge of the Industrial Estate adjacent to Willlow Park and seek funding from Longford County Council to complete the boundaries and services before taking in charge”.

Cllr. Connellan spoke of the damage being caused in the estate by the illegal trespass of caravans and travellers on the site and requested that the County Council be written to asking that the vacant sites be re-allocated.

Cllr. Nolan spoke of the poor condition of the footpaths and roads in the area and asked that the County Council take them in charge and carry out the appropriate works.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that attempts were now being made to have the vacant sites re-allocated and that the Town Engineer will examined the appropriate work to be done on the footpaths and roads with a view to having this work carried out immediately.  He also informed the members that the County Council were prepared to pay for this work.

It was noted that the Gardai had full authority and power to remove these caravans that were parked on private ground and it was agreed to write to the new Superintendent of the Garda Siochana when he was appointed.

St. Joseph’s Hospital 

The following Notices of Motion were proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and taken together:-

“That Longford Town Council request Longford County Council to put in a pedestrian crossing at the entrance to St. Joseph’s Hospital”   and   

“That Longford Town Council request Iarnrod Eireann to put a bus stop at the entrance to St. Joseph’s Hospital”.

It was agreed to amend the second Motion as follows:-

“Replace Iarnrod Eireann with Bus Eireann”  and it was also agreed to request the appropriate bodies to examine these proposals.

Refuse Charges 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:_

“That Longford Town Council pay refuse charges for Town Council tenants and collect this charge together with the weekly rent”.

Cllr. Connell stated that a number of houses in Local Authority estates do not have refuse bins and it was noted that the gardens and boarded up houses in a number of areas were full of rubbish.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that this issue had been raised in previous discussions with the refuse collector without any success and with the current pay by weight system now in place and if the Town Council were to pay in respect of these charges the bill might be as high as €150,000 per annum in respect of the total number of Council houses.  Longford Town Council would have no legal basis nor a right to collect any of this money.

Cllr. Connell stated that as landlords we were legally obliged to maintain our houses.  However, under the tenants handbook it was the tenants responsibility to keep the house safe and clean and free from refuse.

It was agreed to carry out a survey of the Council tenants to see how many might be agreeable to the introduction of this system.

CONFERENCES 

The following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
TJK Conferences Company Ltd – Earl of Desmond Hotel, Tralee – 8th April 2006.

2)
Sherkin Island Marine Station  - Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork  -  4th & 5th Mary 2006. 

3)
General Assembly of CEMR – Innsbruck, Austria – 10th / 12th May 2006. 

4)
Newry & Mourne District Council and Belfast City Council in association with Louth County Council – Canal Court Hotel, 

Newry – 5th / 7th June 2006.

5)
Greystones Town Council 2006 La Touche Legacy Seminar – Charlesland Golf & County Club Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow – 29th September / 1st October 2006.

6)
Association of Irish Regions – Radisson SAS Hotel & Spa, Ballincar, Rosses Point Road, Sligo – 6th October 2006. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested the support of the Council in relation to a Notice of Motion from Portlaoise Town Council and it was agreed to write to Portlaoise Town Council supporting the motion. 

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following items were raised under Any Other Business:-

(1)
It was agreed to request the E.S.B. to replace street light bulbs where they were not working.

(2)
On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paddie Connellan, it was agreed to write to the Minister for Social, Community and Family Affairs requesting the retention of the fuel allowance all year round.  

(3)
It was noted that a lady had fallen recently along the broken footpath between the town and Ballymacormack Cemetery and it was agreed to write to Longford County Council and the National Roads Authority to have this footpath replaced immediately.

(4)
 A request in respect of the visit to Longford by the Special Olympic Torch on Sunday 18th June 2006 was considered and it was agreed that this would be referred to the County Council for attention.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:________________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:________________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:   12th April, 2006.  

