COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 8th November, 2006 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Alan Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager




Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore

Mayor Mitchell opened the meeting and welcomed Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager, to his first Monthly Meeting of the Council. 

Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager, thanked the members for welcoming him to his first Monthly Meeting of the Council.  Mr. Cafffrey stated that co-operation between the two Councils was high on his priority and he instanced the co-operation with the Town Council and Longford Tidy Towns regarding the approach roads and he looked forward to continued co-operation in this regard.

Mayor Mitchell read the content of a letter received from Inspector Joe McLoughlin of Longford Garda Station.  Inspector McLoughlin stated that Garda investigations were continuing into the disturbances on Halloween night in various areas in the town and advised that any discussion on this matter during the course of the meeting might prejudice any subsequent trial.

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paddie Connellan, it was agreed that this matter would not be discussed and it was further agreed that a meeting would be arranged with Inspector McLoughlin and the Garda authorities to discuss the matter at a future date.



CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting dated 11th October 2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. James Keogh.

The minutes of the Special Meeting held on Tuesday 17th October 2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh.

The minutes of the Special Meeting held on Tuesday 17th October 2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.  However, in relation to planning permission Ref. No. 12/06, the members expressed dissatisfaction that this application had been refused by the Board and it was noted that the development would still go ahead based on the previous application in relation to this site.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the site had been derelict for a long of number of years and recommended that a message be sent to An Bord Pleanala regarding the refusal.

Mayor Mitchell stated that this refusal referred to our retail strategy and it was agreed to further review this in light of the refusal by the Board.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the process to review both the Town Development Plan and the Town Retail Strategy had already begun and was under active consideration.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty raised a number of issues in relation to planning permission Ref. No. 51/06 and it was agreed to examine these and discuss with Cllr. Flaherty the application at a future date.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town  Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:

1)
Matters arising from Minutes
 
(a) Midoc  

The Town Clerk informed the members that no progress had been made in this matter and it was agreed to make further contact with the local representatives of the H.S.E.

(2)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 

Accommodation works in progress, boundary walls with stonework finish.  Services being installed in the main section of the car park.

(3)
Canal Public Lighting 


Works have been completed and awaiting connection from E.S.B.

(4)
Mall Synthetic Pitch 

Base completed and surface water drainage has been installed.  Boundary fence has been erected and floodlighting is being installed.  Expected completion date is mid December.

(5)
Refurbishment of Basketball and Tennis Courts at Mall   

Application is being made for a grant under the Sports Capital Programme to refurbish the existing basketball and tennis court.  It is important that these works are undertaken while all the other works are in progress in the Mall and leave us with one modern, integrated sports centre in the town.

(6)
Broadband 

70%  of all the civil works are completed.  All excavation work in the town centre streets will be completed by Friday week 17th November.

(7)
Roadworks Programme 2006 

(a) Camlin Mews   

Drainage works have been completed.  Public lighting has been installed.  Broadband works have been completed and resurfacing and linemarking will be completed by Friday 10th November.

(b) Blindman’s Walk 

Traffic calming buildouts and signage almost complete.  Ramps to be constructed when road is resurfaced.  This cannot be done until a watermain is replaced by the County Council. 

(c)
St. Michael’s Road and Annaly Park 



Works fully completed.  


(d)
Townparks Industrial Estate 

Footpaths and drainage works in progress at two locations in the estate. 

(e) Ardnacassa Avenue 

Public lighting improvement works completed. 

(8)
Housing Programme   


The following works are in progress:-  


121 Teffia Park 
–  DPG extension ongoing


  49 Springlawn 
–  DPG extension ongoing


    5 Ard Allainn
–  DPG bathroom alteration complete


  84 Teffia Park 
–  DPG bathroom alteration complete


  38 Teffia Park 
–  DPG bathroom alteration ongoing


  51A/51B Annaly Park – boundary wall under construction 

(9)
Central Heating Scheme 

Oil fired central heating scheme has been completed and the solid fuel scheme is ongoing. 

FIX  DATE  FOR  PRESENTATION  OF  TIDY  TOWNS  AWARDS  

It was agreed that the date for the presentations of the Tidy Towns Awards would be the 24th November 2006 at 8.00 p.m. and the following dates were also agreed:-

Monday 13th November at 7.00 p.m. - Area Roads Meeting – Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street. 

Thursday 16th November  at 2.00 p.m. - Official opening of LEDCO by Minister Michael Martin

Friday 24th November at 8.00 p.m. - Presentation of Tidy Towns Awards 

Friday 1st December  - Special Meeting in committee re Budget and Draft Roadworks Programme – Venue to be confirmed.

Friday 8th December at 5.30 p.m. – Unveiling Street Name Plate at Rue Noyal Chatillon (Central Assess Road, Shopping Centre)

Friday 8th December at 6.00 p.m. – Switching on of Christmas Lights



          at 8.00 p.m. – Mayor’s Christmas Dinner 

Wednesday 13th December at 7.30 p.m. – Monthly Meeting

Thursday 14th December at 7.30 p.m. – Budget Meeting

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Footpaths and Lighting at Abbeycartron 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That Longford Town Council make arrangements to widen roadway, provide footpaths and lighting at Abbeycartron”.

Cllr. Connellan, in moving the motion, stated that this area was heavily populated and also contained school boys football pitch and access to these facilities was sub-standard and requested that footpaths be provided together with public lighting.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the Council did not hold any land in this area and it was therefore unable to carry out any work on footpaths and it was noted that the purchase of land in this area would not be a viable proposition.  It was agreed, however, that the Town Engineer would examine the area with a view to improving public lighting.

Works at Templemichael Glebe 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That Longford Town Council resurface the roadway, repair the footpaths and provide adequate drainage at Templemichael Glebe as there is constant flooding in the area”.

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer, informed the members that the Draft Roads Programme for 2007 was now being prepared and it was agreed that this would be considered for inclusion in that plan, if appropriate.

Public Roads and Footpaths 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. James Keogh:-

“That this Council provide a list of roads and footpaths under our remit, as all too often the perception of neglected roads and paths not relevant to this Council are thought by the public to be the fault of this Council”.

Cllr. Nolan stated that there was confusion among the members of the general public about the responsibility for roadways and footpaths in the town and it was agreed that a list of all roads in charge of Longford Town Council and in charge 

of Longford County Council would be prepared and, if possible, an appropriate map would also be submitted.

It was also agreed that the Town Council would seek more regular meeting with the County Council in relation to issues of common interest to both Councils in the town.

CONFERENCES 

On the proposal of Mayor Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh, the list of conferences submitted to the Council were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Aoife Annual Conference – Ennistymon – 9th / 11th November, 2006. 

2)
National Disability Authority Standards Conference – Croke Park Stadium, Dublin – 22nd November, 2006.

3)
Clare Tourism Conference – Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare – 24th & 25th November, 2006. 

4)
Confederation of European Councillors Seminar – Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh – 8th December, 2006.

5)
Mid-West Regional Authority – Woodlands House Hotel, Adare, Co. Limerick – 16th February 2007.



CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following items were raised by the members under “Any Other Business”:-

(1)
Cllr. Tony Flaherty raised the issue of cars being parked on public roads with “For Sale” sings on them and requested that action be taken by the County Council in this regard and it was agreed to take this matter up with the County Council.

(2)
Cllr. Paddie Connellan raised the issue of flooding at Foynes Court and it was noted that this was outside our functional area and it was agreed to refer this matter to the County Council for attention.

(3)
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that the residents of Bannon Terrace had requested him to introduce paid parking in Bannon Terrace because of the continued parking of cars in this area and it was agreed to have this matter examined.

(4)
Cllr. James Keogh requested to know who is preparing the Register of Electors and it was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council. 


Mayor Alan Mitchell stated that this was the responsibility of the County Council and he had a Notice of Motion down for the next meeting  and it was agreed that this reply would be made available at the next meeting of the Council.

(5)
Cllr. Christy Warnock requested that the Council eliminate the three parking spaces down at the old Post Office to ensure a continued flow of traffic.  It was agreed to have this matter further examined and to check the minutes of previous meetings regarding a decision on this.

The meeting then concluded.

Signed:_______________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:     13th December, 2006.

