COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 10th May  2006 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 8.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 12th April   2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

Cllr. James Keogh noted that a recent planning notice had been lodged in relation to a development at Richmond Street and he requested that consideration be given to linking the current N5 Richmond Street with Little Water Street as part of the application.   

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town  Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:

(1)
He stated that the current work in progress included:- 

(a) 
Traffic Calming at Pauric Colum Heights, which included the installation of 2 bolt in ramps completed with the aid of Rapid funding.

(b) 
The fence at Templemichael Terrace comprising of 160 m of fabricated fence which would be completed within two weeks.

(c) 
The footpath at Lisbrack would be completed within the next two weeks.  

(2)
Geraldine Terrace Car Park 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the E.S.B. are about to connect the new sub-station and public lighting at this location.  It is expected that all works at this location will be completed within 3 weeks and it was hoped that an official opening would then take place.

(3)
Willow Park Halting Site 

The Town Clerk informed the members that detailed drawings were now being prepared for the refurbishment of the site and will be available next week.  The installation of height restriction barriers for the Townparks Industrial Estate is also being examined.

The members raised a number of issued in relation to traffic problems in the town as follows:-

Mayor Warnock stated that Mulleadys should be contacted with a view to arranging alternative collection times during the course of roadworks in the town and that this  might also be discussed with the Gardai.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested that ramps at Oakvale be provided and it was agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

Cllr. James Keogh requested that the signs for the “3 ton limit” for Deanscurragh be erected.

Cllr. Paul Connell requested that the footpath to Ballymacormack Cemetery be again raised with the County Council and it was agreed to write to the County Manager in this regard. Cllr. Connell also requested that road markings at the entrance to Clonterm Lane be reinstated.  

Cllr. Tony Flaherty noted that the County Council had advertised for a Liaison Engineer with the National Roads Authority and it was agreed to write to the Director of Services for Roads and suggest that the first job for the appointed person would be the design of the footpath to Ballymacormack Cemetery.

Cllr. Paddie Connellan requested that ramps at Grian Ard and Ardnacassa be installed and it was agreed to have this matter examined.

Members also raised a number of issues in relation to illegal parking at the By-Pass and parking of School of Motoring vehicles outside the parking limited area.

Cllr. Connell also requested that a full report be prepared for the next meeting of the Council on the current central heating programme.

CLUID  HOUSING  ASSOCIATION  -  ST.  MICHAEL’S  ROAD 

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Mayor Warnock, it was agreed to hold a Special Meeting on Wednesday 17th May 2006, to discuss this matter.  It was also agreed to request the presence of two representatives from Cluid, together with the Housing Liaison Officer, Ms. Sheila Tipper.

SECTION  183  NOTICE  -  DISPOSAL  OF  SITE  AT  

GREAT  WATER  STREET -  LONGFORD  TOWN  

COUNCIL  TO  LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL  

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of the site to Longford County Council in accordance with the terms of the notice.

SOCIAL  AND  COMMUNITY  FACILITES  CAPITAL

SCHEME  2006 -  REQUEST FOR  PROJECT  PROPOSALS  

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government had made a total of €6 million available under the above scheme to finance targeted capital works carried out through Local Authorities which are designed to enhance communities, address disadvantage and improve social cohesion.

It was agreed that three projects would be submitted by Longford Local Authorities,  two for the County Council and one for Longford Town Council.

It was agreed that the Longford Royal Canal Community Walkway and Environmental Improvements Scheme would be submitted on behalf of the Town Council and on the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, it was agreed to forward this project for consideration and to stress that the project was beneficial to both authorities as it straddled both boundaries.

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  CLUBS  AND  VOLUNTARY  BODIES 

The members were informed that these contributions to clubs and voluntary bodies had been assessed by the General Purposes Committee of the Council and on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore the following contributions were agreed:-  

Co. Longford Scubadivers


-

€  250

Harmony House



-

€  500

Co. Longford Schools Soccer League
-

€  500 

Parents for Parents



-

€  500

Longford North Community Games

-

€  250

Longford South Community Games

-

€  250

Camlin United FC



-

€  200

Longford Acorn Project Ltd


-

€  250

Longford Town Boxing Club


-

€  250

Longford Girl Guides



-

€  250

St. Mel’s Musical Society


-

€1000

Co. Longford Social Service Council

-

€  500

McEoin Park Residents Association 

-

€  250

Global Longford



-

€  250

Friends of the Children of Chernobyl

-

€  250

Longford Swimming Club


-

€  500

Alzheimer Society of Irl. (L’ford Branch)
-

€  250 

Longford Boys Scouts


-

€  250 

Longford Youth Café



-

€  250 

Torpedo Basketball Club


-

€  250

Longford Phrenz Group


-

€  250 

Diabetes Federation



-

€  250 

Longford Town FC



-

€  500

Johnny Keenan Banjo Festival

-

€1000

Community Market Garden Project

-

€  250

Shane Brennan Fund



-

€2000

DRAFT  CAPITAL  BUDGET  PROGRAMME  2006 – 2008 

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Mayor Christy Warnock, it was agreed to defer consideration of this matter to a Special Meeting to be held on Friday 23rd June 2006.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Artworks 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Farrell, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council erect an artworks in a suitable location, dedicated to the musicians of Longford, both living and deceased who gave and are still giving of their time and talent for charity fund-raising in Longford. 

This would serve a dual-purpose  - it would acknowledge the debt of gratitude and the depth of appreciation the Council and the community have for these artists and also enhance the visual image of the town.  Suggested suitable locations would be the Plaza at Geraldine Terrace, in front of the library or even in the courtyard of the Old Garda Station development”. 

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had requested two art pieces to be erected, one in the Geraldine Terrace Car Park and the second one in the plaza outside Baxter’s Chemist where an old well was located.  These were presently in the course of sculpturing.

All of the members present spoke in favour of the motion and it was agreed to examine the circular letter in relation to the percent for art scheme for future capital projects.  It was also agreed to examine a number of locations and possible artists who might be recognised.

Voting  Register 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. James Keogh and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“Further to the findings reported in the newspaper, it is proposed, the school 

leavers be employed for the summer holidays, to conduct research of the 

whole urban area, to see who is and who is not on the voting register”.

Cllr. Keogh spoke of a recent survey that was carried out by students on the current register in Dublin and it was noted that serious discrepancies were shown up and he stated that the completion of the register should be the content of a new job scheme for young persons.

It was agreed to forward the motion to all other County and Town Councils and to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

The members also spoke of the need to bring better technology in the completion in the register and stated that the use of an R.S.I. Number and, the inclusion of eighteen year olds when they are no longer eligible for children’s allowances should be considered.

It was also noted that the current revision of polling booths was underway and it was agreed to request that all of the future polling booths have access for the disabled.

Major’s Well 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

“That the old Major’s Well be re-opened as a source of clean drinking water for the people of Longford and this project be funded by Longford Town Council”.

Cllr. Connell stated that the old Major’s Well was a source of clean drinking water for the people of Longford and asked that the possibility of re-opening it as a feature might be examined.

Members spoke of other wells located in the town i.e. Baxters, Farnagh Hill and Bridge Street and it was agreed to examine this matter further and prepare a report for a future meeting of the Council.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Letterkenny Chamber – Mount Errigal Hotel, Letterkenny – 17th May 2006.

2)
Clare County Council – Glor Irish Music Centre, Ennis, Co. Clare - 25th & 26th May 2006 

3)
Training Seminar for Councillors – Bellingham Castle Hotel, Castlebellingham, Co. Louth – 26th & 27th May 2006.


CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan raised the Notice of Motion received from Killarney Town Council in relation to free travel passes to Irish Emigrants living abroad on reaching the appropriate pension age and it was agreed to support this motion and forward to the appropriate minister for attention.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested that the Notice of Motion received from Cobh Town Council to fully support the Kennedy McCaine bill presently going through the Senate in America in support of the undocumented Irish people in the U.S. and this was agreed.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan raised the Notion from Monaghan Town Council as follows:-


“That this Council calls for:-

· The statewide roll out of Breast Check to proceed as rapidly as possible

· Breast screening to be available, where needed, on a cross-border basis

· Urgent implementation of measures to address the long waiting lists where breast screening is already available

· Access to screening for high-risk women, regardless of age

· Removal of the upper age limit for screening.

It was agreed to support this motion and inform the appropriate Minister accordingly.

Mayor Christy Warnock mentioned the correspondence from the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland and noted the position in relation to the three heading under which notices of motion would be considered and it was agreed under No. 3 to request that the annual salary paid to members of the Town Council should be half of what is presently paid to the County Council.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Cllr. James Keogh requested an update on the proposed recycling centre in Longford town. 

It was agreed to submit an update on the old Garda Barracks for the next meeting of the Council.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that he would be unable to attend the A.G.M. of Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances to be held on Thursday 25th May 2006 and on the proposal of Cllr. Keogh and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to nominate Mayor Christy Warnock to attend the meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:    14th June, 2006.

