COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 11th January 2006 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 8.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apologies:

Apologies were received from Cllr. Brendan 

Gilmore and Cllr. James Keogh.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2005 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paddie Connellan.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town  Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance and he informed the members as follows:

Matters arising from Minutes 

Central Heating Scheme 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the installation of central heating had been completed in 12 houses to date.   

Geraldine Terrace / Centenary Square Car Park  

The Town Clerk stated that this project was completed and provided for 48 car parking spaces.  He stated that the only remaining item was the provision of public lighting and this could not be done until the E.S.B. had carried out certain works.  It was noted that temporary lighting had been installed and he informed the members that the project had come in 23% below the original estimated cost. 

C.C.T.V.  Grant Application 

The Town Clerk stated that the grant application submitted was not successful.  He informed the members that Pobal who are administering the scheme for the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform could give no reason to date for the refusal.

Road Repairs at Ardnacassa Avenue 

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the resurfacing of the roads in this area would be included in the Roads Programme for 2006 and would be financed from the old development contributions scheme.  It was noted that ownership of these roads remained with the County Council and it was now necessary that these roads be taken in charge by the Town Council.  

Cllr. Paul Connell requested that the area be examined with a view to altering the “Yield” sign from the present entrance to Ardnacassa Avenue to the Springlawn entrance and it was agreed to have this matter examined.

HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT  AT  BALLYMAHON  ROAD 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the closing date for receipt of representations, observations and or submissions was Friday 23rd December 2005 and that none had been received.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to proceed with the project under Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001.

DEVELOPMENT  OF  OLD  GARDA  BARRACKS  

The Town Clerk informed the members that extensive consultation had taken place with a number of community groups / organisations in relation to tenancies of the old Garda Barracks.  These had been forwarded to the architects for the scheme and suitable proposals to accommodate these groups had been prepared.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Mayor Christy Warnock, it was agreed to proceed and request the architects to prepare detailed costings of the project based on the design already approved.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

Iarnrod Eireann 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nollan:-

“That Longford Town Council write to CIE and request that at least one of the early morning trains goes directly to Dublin so that the passengers can be at their desk within one and a half hours and not be delayed by stopping at all the small stations between Mullingar and Dublin”.

Cllr. Connellan stated that she had returned from Dublin on the train that evening and the return time and arrival at Longford was one hour thirty eight minutes after departure.  She requested that Iarnrod Eireann be written to and asked that one of the early morning trains carry out an appropriate survey of their passengers and identify if it is possible to arrange that one of these trains will go directly to Dublin without stopping at the intermediate stations.

CONFERENCES 

The following conferences were deemed suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Kadenza Consultancies – Clonea Strand Hotel, Clonea, Co. Waterford – 3rd/ 4th February 2006.

2)
Clonmel Training Seminar – Raheen House, Raheen Road, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary – 3rd / 4th March 2006.

CORRESPONDENCE  

The correspondence submitted to the Council was noted.  It was agreed that the resolution from Galway County Council regarding amendments to the Waste Management Act be supported.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Votes of Sympathy

A vote of sympathy was extended to Mary Phipps on the death of her sister Margaret Nevin and to Deirdre Matthews on the death of her uncle Joe Reynolds.

All of the members present spoke in relation to the controversy which had arisen in the local papers regarding the connection by the E.S.B. of the heating systems to the O.P.D.  dwellings.  The members felt that this matter was dragging on far too long and it was agreed to invite the Area Manager of the E.S.B. to the February meeting of the Council.

The members expressed disappointment at the supply of water in Longford Town over the Christmas period and the Town Clerk was instructed to request a representative from the County Council to attend the February meeting of the Council. 

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to extend best wishes to Superintendent Martin Maguire on his retirement from the Garda Siochana.  The members expressed the hope and desire that the new appointee would come and live in the Longford area.

It was agreed to write to the County Council once again requesting that the Town Council be represented on the Roads and Transportation S.P.C.   It was noted that the Town Council representative was on the original scheme which was drawn up, however, this was not now the case.  It was agreed to write to the County Council and request that either the scheme be altered to allow a representative from the Town Council or that the matter be examined in the mid-term review.  

Cllr. Peggy Nolan outlined arrangements regarding the WEE Directive in County Roscommon and asked that this might be examined by the Town Council and the County Council as a model of best practice and it was agreed that this be done.

Cllr. Paul Connell requested that we write to the County Council regarding the erection of pedestrian barriers at the junction of Kanes and John Joe Reillys at Killashee Street.  

Cllr. Paul Connell asked that the collection service for refuse be examined and investigated to see if it was possible to bargain with the refuse collectors and agree that tenants be charged by landlords an extra amount to cover the cost of disposal and it was agreed to refer this matter to the County Council.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:________________________ 


  Mayor  

Signed:________________________ 


  Town  Clerk  

Dated:   8th February, 2006. 

