COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 12th April  2006 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 8.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Apologies:

Cllr. Tony Flaherty and Cllr. Alan Mitchell.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 8th March  2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted the application from the Health Service Executive for an extension to the Casualty Unit at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Longford, and welcomed this application.

Cllr. Paul Connell sought details regarding the application of Irish Holidays Motels at the Dublin Road, Longford, and Heatons at Ballymahon Street, Longford and welcomed both of these applications.

RAPID  -  REPORT  FROM  CO-ORDINATOR 

The Rapid Co-ordinator, Mr. Frank Horne, outlined to the members details of the Rapid Programme.  He stated that the key areas in the Rapid Plan for Longford Town were:-

(1)
Community  Development

(2)
Employment and Training

(3)
Health 

(4)
Sport and Leisure 

(5)
Environment 

(6)
Community Safety 

(7)
Culture  

He further outlined projects which had been allocated funding in Longford Town:-

Longford RAPID
· RAPID FUNDING

· Longford RAPID supports two community childcare projects in Springlawn and Mac Eoin PK received 135,000 

· Longford Town Council received 230,000 funding from Sports Capital, LCRL,RAPID 
RAPID HEALTH
· Under RAPID Leverage €80,000  was received for the Sonas day activation unit in St Christophers

· A domestic violence support worker received funding under Dormant Accounts.  This post has now been funded by the HSE as requested by the AIT
RAPID ACTIONS  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

· Longford Acorn CDP €100,000 annually

· Community Development workers Dormant Accounts, LCRL €130,000

· Youth Workers DA LCRL €190,000

· Refugee Support worker   €84,000
 LEVERAGE FUNDING
· ESTATE ENHANCEMENT 45% Internal Capital Receipts; 45% Longford Town Council DCRGA and 10% revenue €50,000 Euro 

per year

· Included Railing at Briget’s tce, Tree planting in nearly all LA estates, stone name signs are being erected, wall at Ardalinn, replacement of dug outs, Outdoor play area for creches, Gates in Laneways

· Community Garden has started in MacEoin Pk

· Replacement of Fence at Temple Michael Tce
LEVERAGE FUNDING CONT
· Traffic Calming Measures €72,500 to be matched locally from 2005 to 2007

· Equality Measures For Women €185,000 received by LCRL and Women’s Link for empower project

Environmental Projects
· Recycling project coordinated by RAPID and environment dept of County Council

· Funding allocated for community compositor €30,000

· Community Children’s Garden
Ongoing Projects
· The regeneration of Mac Eoin Pk

· Regeneration of St Michaels Rd in partnership with Cluid

· The opening of a community house in Paric Colun Heights

· The expansion of afterschools clubs in Longford Town and the provisiion of a comprehensive youth service

Ongoing Projects Cont 
· CCTV

· Request for Community Gaurd

· LEAP project

·  New Dormant Accounts 

· Training Centre, Boxing Club and Immigrant support worker.

· Increased funding to counter educational disadvantage
ONGOING PROJECTS
· Ringfencing CE Places

·  Sports Capital For Longford Leisure

· Rolling out of Estate enhancemet in consultation with local communities.

· Rolling out of traffic calming

Playground Funding 
· An extension for older children was added to the existing playground in the mall at a cost of €50,000

· A trim/adventure trail is planned to blend into a row of trees in the mall €60,000 
Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the Rapid Programme was totally under-funded.  She stated that the programme had commenced in the 2003 and it was now 2006 and few projects had come to fruition.

Many of the members spoke in relation to the community employment scheme which was due to end this coming Friday and this was something the rapid programme should address.

Mayor Christy Warnock stated that the Rapid Co-ordinator should attend every three to four months to keep the members informed of current development and he thanked Mr. Horne for his informative presentation.   

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town  Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes 


Ballymacormack Cemetery 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the pathways which were completed and which were the subject of a letter in the local media had indeed been completed.

Central Heating Scheme 

The members were informed that a total of 17 houses had been completed under this scheme.  

The members noted that the poor progress with this scheme and that no reply had yet come from the Department of the Environment and Local Government in relation to the  resolution at the last meeting of the Council.


Payment for Refuse Collection 

At the last meeting it was agreed to carry out a survey to see how many tenants would be agreeable to payment for refuse collection as part of the rent.  A random survey of 107 was carried out and resulted as follows:-




Forms returned 
-   39 





For 

-   20





Against
-   19   



2 of the 20 in favour added conditions re. cost.

It was agreed to keep this matter under continuous review.

(2)
Willow Park Halting Site 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the residents of Willow Park Halting Site had now agreed to the provision of a transient halting site at this location.  The transient halting site will accommodate 4 stalls.  The existing number of bays in the present site will be reduced from 16 to 10 and a programme of improvement and refurbishment of these ten bays will be carried out.  A design of this scheme is now being prepared. 

All of the members spoke of the excellent work which had been undertaken at the Halting Site and agreed that the present caretaker of the site was doing a fine job.

Cllr. James Keogh queried the tenancies of the transient site and what kind of conditions would be attached to a tenancy. 

The Town Clerk informed him that strict criteria will be drawn up with regard to temporary tenancies of the transient halting site and that these would come before the Council for ratification in due course.

Cllr. Paul Connell noted that the Traveller Accommodation Plan stated that eight transient halting sites were required for the county and that Longford Town Council had satisfied 50% of this requirement.

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to invite the Director of Community and Enterprise to the next meeting of the Council to discuss the condition of the Industrial Estate adjacent to the Halting Site.   

(3)
Work in Progress 

The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-

The ramps in Teffia Park have been completed.

Work on the back lanes in Teffia Park is ongoing. 

Drainage works at Abbeycartron Lane have been completed.

(4)
National Taxi Fares
The members were informed that the Commission on Taxi Regulation has declared that the whole country will be one taximeter from 26th September 2006.  The Commission has set fares as follows:-

[image: image1.jpg]l NatIOﬂal maX|mum taXI fare effective from 25th September 2006

Standard rate Premium rate

8.00h—20.00h 20.00h—8.00h & Sundays & public holidays

Distance rate applies unless speed drops below 21 km/h when time rate applies. Distance rate applies unless speed drops below 21 km/h when time rate applies.

INITIAL CHARGE €380 INITIAL CHARGE €410

Includes 1km or 170 secs Fixed ! ' Includes 1km or 170 secs 1 Fixed;.;f

TARIFFIA €0.95 perkmor TARIFF A e125perkmor

Next 14km or 40 mins - Next 14km or 40 mins T e

Up to €17.20 €0.34 per min Up to €21.70 - €0.44 per min -

TARIFF B €1.25 per km or TARIFF B €1.45 per km or

Next 15km or 43 mins . Next 15km or 43 mins S e

Up to €36.00 €0.44 per min Up to €43.50 €0.51 per min |

TARIFF C €1.63 per km or TARIFF C €1.63 per km or

Over 30km or 86 mins : Over 30km or 86 mins En g

Over €36.00 €0.58 per min Over €43.50 €0.58 per min

EXTRA CHARGES Booking fee €2.00. Toll charges as applicable. Tips at customer’s discretion.

(where relevant) Second and additional Soiling charge €125.00. Discount at driver's discretion.
passengers €1.00 each }
(two children under
twelve equal one adult).





and the current charges are set out hereunder:-

TAXI  FARES  EFFECTIVE  FROM 1st DECEMBER 2003

€5.00  For distance not exceeding 1 mile or time 10 minutes and including the first 2  passengers, between the hours of 8.00 a.m. and 11.00 p.m.

€6.00  For distance not exceeding 1 mile or time 10 minutes and including first two passengers, between the hours of 11.00 p.m. and 8.00 a.m. and all day Bank Holidays, Public Holidays and Sundays.

€0.20 For each additional 1/10th  mile or 40 seconds or part thereof.
EXTRA CHARGES

1.
ADDITIONAL PASSENGERS

Each extra passenger after the second

(excluding infants in arms)……………………………   €0.50 
2.
DOMESTIC ANIMALS



Per animal (other than guide dogs)…………………..   €1.00 
3. SOILING CHARGE…………………………………  €50.00 

It was noted that the introduction of the new national scheme would allow for cheaper fares compared to the present scheme on a standard 15k journey

CLUID  HOUSING  -  ST. MICHAEL’S  ROAD 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the consultation process in relation to the acquisition of the St. Michael’s Road houses had taken place.  The process was carried out by Ms. Margaret Dunleavy of Cluid and Ms. Sheila Tipper, Housing Liaison Officer, Longford Town Council.

The members were informed that the consultation included twenty five tenants on St. Michael’s Road.  It was noted that the six houses on the Strokestown Road which have a postal address of St. Michael’s Road did not wish to have any involvement with Cluid.  They did not see their area as suffering from the problems of the other tenants on the road.  It was noted that a total of thirteen tenants were quite happy with Longford Town Council as landlords but would change with a promise of major refurbishment of their old houses.  It was also noted that a total of four people did not want to get involved with Cluid as they were quite happy as tenants of Longford Town Council.  It was also noted that they were unable to gain access to two residents on the road.

All of the members spoke in relation to the issue and had reservations about Cluid taking over the scheme in view of problems which are evident in the present Cluid development.

Cllr. James Keogh asked when the traffic calming measures which were outlined in the Traffic and Transportation Study would be carried out at this location and he was informed that this item had been identified as a short term objective in the study and finance had been sought for the implementation of this measure from the Department of the Environment and Local Government.  It was noted, however, that no finance had been made available but consideration would be given to this in the 2007 Roadworks Programme.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that Cluid receive 100% funding for any development works which they carry out and it was noted that this Council would not receive any money for refurbishment in this area.

It was agreed to further consider this mater at the next meeting of the Council.

DISPOSAL  OF  SITE  AT  GREAT  WATER  STREET 

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the County Council were interested in acquiring this site at the junction of Great Water Street and Templemichael Terrace.  Mr. Clarke stated that the Town Council did not 

have any immediate plans for this site and that the County Council were interested in acquiring it for further development and the provision of car 

parking space in the area, together with the old Tan Yard site.  It was noted, however, that parking charges in relation to this area would accrue to Longford Town Council.  It was noted that the members were in favour of disposal and it was agreed to bring a Section 183 Notice to the next meeting of the Council to formally dispose of same.

PART  8  PROPOSED  LAYOUT  -  POST  OFFICE  JUNCTION 

The layout of this high cost accident scheme stage 1 was submitted to the members for perusal and it was noted that funding was available only for 

the junction.

Mayor Warnock stated that at a recent meeting with the County Council he had requested that finance be made available for the junction at Killashee Street and that the two roads be done together.  It was noted that no funding was available in the current year but that an application would be made for funding in 2007 which would tie in with the completion of the Ballymahon Street Car Park and treatment of the entrance to that car park from Killashee Street.

It was noted that protective railings which were included in the scheme would be decorative and ornamental and unsuitable for persons to sit on.  It was also noted that the Bus Stop would be moved back from its present location away from the junction. 

It was agreed to proceed with the Part 8 process.

Cllr. Paul Connell requested that a set down only area be included in the proposal and it was agreed to forward this to the County Council for consideration.

SECTION 183  NOTICE  -  DISPOSAL  OF  SITE  AT  THE  

MALL  TO  LONGFORD  POOL  CONSTRUCTION  CO.  LTD. 

On the proposal of Cllr. James Keogh, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to dispose of the property to Longford Pool Construction Co. Ltd. in accordance with the terms of the notice dated 30th March 2006. 

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that agreement had been made with the County Council in relation to the contribution of 21.99% as the Town Council contribution towards loan charges for the swimming pool. 

PRIMING  GRANTS 

The following list of applicants for Priming Grants 2006 were approved for a grant of €250:-

List of Applicants for Priming Grant 2006

	
	Applicant
	Title
	Christian Name
	Surname
	Position
	Address

	1
	Park Court Residents
	Ms. 
	Olivia
	Conroy


	Secretary
	No. 1 Park Court

Longford.

	2
	Mac Eoin Park Resident’s Association
	Mr.
	Peter
	Clyne


	Secretary
	65 MacEoin Park

Longford

	3
	Royal Canal Amenity
	Ms.
	Irene
	 Horan


	Supervisor
	Farneyhoogan

Longford

	4
	Teffia Tidy Estate
	Ms.
	Caroline
	Kenny


	Secretary
	26 Teffia Park

Longford

	5
	Abbeycartron Residents
	Ms.
	Helen
	O‘Halloran


	Secretary
	21 Woodlands

Abbeycartron

Longford

	6
	Shannonvale Resident’s Association
	Mr.
	Andy
	O’Dowd


	Chairman
	3 Shannonvale

Longford

	7
	Longford Boy Scouts
	Ms.
	Bernie
	O’ Brien


	Secretary
	25, College Park

Longford

	8
	Ardnacassa Avenue Residents
	Mr.
	Danny
	Hara


	Chairman
	20 Ardnacassa Avenue

Longford



	9
	Ardnacassa Resident’s Association
	Ms.
	Pauline
	Shiel


	Secretary
	8 Ardnacassa

Dublin Road

Longford

	10
	Annaly Park Resident’s Association
	Mr.
	Paddy
	Devlin
	Secretary
	23 Annaly Park

Longford

	11
	Deanscurragh Resident’s Association
	Ms.
	Valerie
	O’Hagan
	Secretary
	Deanscurragh

Longford

	12
	College Park Resident’s Association
	Mr.
	Matt
	O’Brien
	Association Contact
	25 College Park

Longford


NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

TENANTS  HANDBOOK 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Farrell and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That this Council include a section in any future Tenant’s Handbook on 

practical house maintenance which details the location of water valves, 

tanks, etc., range care and upkeep and any other practical tip or handy hints 

so as to allow tenants to carry out normal routine maintenance.

In the interim that a fact-sheet be handed to new (and perhaps existing) 

tenants containing as much practical information as is possible.  Also when 

handing over new houses that the Council provide someone competent to 

give an on-site demonstration of where each valve, etc. is located.” 

Cllr. Brendan Farrell spoke in relation to this motion and all of the members agreed that it would be a very practical and useful exercise and it was agreed that this would become Council policy in this area.

PEDESTRIANISED  JUNCTIONS

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That this Council would agree to put in place pedestrianised crossings at the following junctions in the interests of safety:-

· Junction of New Street and Earl Street

· Junction of New Street and Ballymahon Street

· Junction of Cathedral and St. Mel’s College (crossing St. Mel’s Road to the Ballinalee Road

Also that the Council would agree to put barriers in place at the footpath at the junction of Ballymahon Street and Killashee Street”.

Cllr. Gilmore stated that pedestrian crossings were required at these junctions in the interest of safety and to allow particularly elderly people to cross.  

It was agreed that these would be forwarded to the County Council for attention and where they would be further examined.

PEDESTRIAN  CROSSING  AT  KILLASHEE  STREET 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That Longford Town Council request the County Council to put up  

barriers and a pedestrian crossing at Killashee Street”.

It was noted that improvements at this junction had been approved to go to consultation stage under the Part VIII process.

PARKING  AT  MAIN  STREET 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

“That the Council make arrangements to move back two further car spaces from the traffic lights on the left hand side as one proceeds from the bridge towards Main Street so as to give more access to cars proceeding up the Main Street and thus relieve the traffic jams on Bridge Street, Church Street and the Battery Road”. 

It was noted in correspondence from the Inspector of the Garda Siochana that he had requested that these parking spaces be removed.  Cllr. Connellan stated that she had discussed this matter recently with the new Superintendent and he was in favour of this action, however, Cllr. James Keogh stated that treatment of this junction could be improved if the sequence of the traffic lights was examined and it was agreed to refer this matter to the County Council for examination.  Cllr. Keogh stated that businesses have suffered due to lack of car parking at Lower Main Street.

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore stated that the loading bay in this area was little used and consideration might be given to removing it altogether and it was agreed to examine this proposal.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Council had proposals for the provision of eighty four car parking spaces at the rear of Little Water Street / Richmond Street and Lower Main Street, however, difficulties in negotiations had arisen with one of the parties.  The Town Clerk stated that between forty and fifty car parking spaces might be provided with access from Little Water Street without the necessity to acquire all of the land.

On the proposal of Mayor Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to examine this proposal and prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

CONFERENCES 

The following list of conferences was approved as suitable for attendance by the members of the Council:- 

1)
Kerry Literary & Cultural Centre – Listowel Arms Hotel, Listowel, Co. Kerry  – 20th & 21st  April 2006.

2)
Local Authority Members Association Annual Conference – Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny – 20th & 21st April 2006. 

3)
Waste Management Conference – Downings Bay Hotel, Downings, Co. Donegal – 24th / 26th April 2006.

4)
Training Seminar for Councillors – Shannon Key West Hotel, Rooskey, Co. Leitrim – 28th & 29th April 2006.

5)
Confederation of European Councillors – Mount Errigal Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal – 12th May 2006.

6)
Blackwater Valley Tourism – Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork – 18th /20th May 2006.

7)
Kerry Mental Health Association – Gleneagle Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry – 26th & 27th May 2006.

8)
Dundalk Chamber and Loughs Agency – Holy Trinity Heritage Centre, Carlingford, Co. Louth – 31st May & 1st June 2006.

CORRESPONDENCE      

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted and it was agreed to write to Passage West Town Council supporting their Motion regarding genetically engineered crops in Ireland.

It was also agreed to support the motion from Cobh Town Council in relation to the Department of Health and the Department of Education to set up a pilot scheme to train students in life saving skill of Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) in our local second level schools.

It was agreed to support the call of the Strategic Policy Committee on Transport, Road Development and Maintenance and Road Safety for the extension of the dual carriageway from Mullingar to Longford and to seek support from other Town and County Councils for this motion.

It was agreed to support the motion from Edenderry Town Council:-

“That we look for the government to support the Stardust Victims in every way that they can” and it was agreed to write to Edenderry Town Council supporting the motion. 

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

There were no items raised under any other business.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:______________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:   10th May, 2006.  

