COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Tuesday 12th September, 2006 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Alan Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Mayor Alan Mitchell opened the meeting and referred to a letter received from Mr. Jim Reilly, Local Area Manager of the Health Service Executive.  Mayor Mitchell spoke of the confusion that is going on within the health services in the County and it was agreed to make further contact with Mr. Reilly with a view to inviting him to a special meeting of the Council at a date to be arranged.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would make contact with Mr. Reilly with a view to arranging this meeting.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting dated 13th July 2006 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. James Keogh and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

Cllr. James Keogh raised an issue in relation to appointment of tenants where he stated a tenant recently appointed was a convicted drug dealer and had a criminal record. 

It was agreed to have this matter examined and also to look at the possibility of revising the scheme of letting priorities to take account of this situation.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

It was noted that the number of planning applications remained steady in 2005 / 2006 after the termination of the Rural Renewal Tax Incentives in 2004.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town  Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:

Roadworks Programme 2006 

The following projects are currently in progress

(a)
Camlin Mews

-
Resurfacing, drainage and public 

lighting

(b)
Blind Man’s Walk  
- 
Resurfacing, traffic calming, footpaths 

and drainage 

(c)
St. Michael’s Road
-
Resurfacing, drainage and 

traffic calming and construction of new footpaths
  

Other works in progress

(a)
Canal
   



-
Public lighting and 

environmental

(b)
Mall
  



-
Synthetic pitch

(c)
Ballymahon Street Car Park
-   
96 car park spaces

(d)
Townparks Industrial Estate     
-   
Height restriction 

construction of footpaths,








kerbs, bollards and public








lighting

(e)
Broadband



-
Under supervision of 

Town Engineer and Asst. Engineer 

Works recently completed 

Backlanes at Teffia Park and Templemichael Terrace 

Works ready to commence 

(a)
Dublin Street Project
-
Construction of new road,







footpath and undergrounding







of cables and public lighting 

(b)
Post Office Junction 

-
Realignment of Junction







Traffic lights 

(c)
Ramps


-
Annaly Park and St. Michael’s 

Road and 3 ton weight restriction 

(d)
House extensions:-

49 Springlawn

-
Bedroom and toilet

121 Teffia Park

-
Extension to rear 

51A/51B Annaly Park
-
Rear boundary wall 

59 Teffia Park

-
Replastering – direct labour 

Town Twinning 

A delegation of 28 led by Mayor Mitchell and Cllr. Nolan recently visited Noyal Chatillon sur Seiche on a very successful twinning visit. 


A number of issues in relation to the Town Clerk’s Report were raised by the members as follows:-

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested that a priority list be drawn up for areas requiring ramps in 2007 and it was agreed that this would be given consideration in the 2007 Roadworks Programme.

Cllr. Christy Warnock requested that the County Council be written to requesting more co-operation, particularly in relation to road policy in the town area.  

Cllr. Paddie Connellan asked what the charges will be in the Ballymahon Street Car Park and it was stated that no charges had been fixed for this area.  However, it was agreed to prepare a report and to place this matter on the agenda for the next meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Connellan also requested that landscaping be put in place at the commencement of public works rather than when the works are completed and it was agreed to have this proposal examined.

A number of members raised the issue of the footpath at the top of Dublin Street.  It was stated that the turning movement of lorries caused them enter on the footpath and this was a dangerous situation.  It was also agreed to have this matter further examined.

In relation to the Roadworks Programme, Mr. James Clarke informed the members that it was generally recognised that the streets in Longford town were the worst of any town of similar size in the country and it was noted that the Dublin Street project was lost last year.  It was agreed, however, that the Dublin Street project would commence this year and it was also noted that finance would be sought for the completion of Ballymahon Street and Killashee Street next year.

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  STAFF:  APPLICATION  OF  

INCREASES  UNDER  SECTION 14.2  OF  THE  MID-TERM  

REVIEW  OF  PART  TWO  OF  SUSTAINING  PROGRESS  

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty it was resolved to pay the increases under sustaining progress.

PART  VIII  PROPOSED  TRANSIENT  HALTING  

SITE  AT  WILLOW  PARK  HALTING  SITE

The members were informed that significant alterations were now made to this proposal following the public consultation process and it was now necessary to bring these changes to a further consultation stage under the Part VIII process.   It was agreed that this matter would be further considered at the October meeting of the Council.

DRAFT  TOWN  CENTRE  CAR  PARK  BYE-LAWS  2006  

The Draft Town Centre Car Park Bye-Laws 2006 were circulated in advance to the members.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the legal advice available to the Council was that the car park at the Shopping Centre was a public car park and that the Local Authority, Longford Town Council, were entitled to make bye-laws for this area.

Cllr. Paul Connell informed the members that the anchor tenants in the centre were actively looking for an alternative site and that the imposition of these bye-laws might mean the closure of the centre.  However, all of the members agreed that the Town Council were entitled to make bye-laws and obliged to provide a level playing pitch for all business in the town.

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell, it was agreed to proceed with the Draft Town Centre Car Park Bye-Laws to public consultation.

TIDY  TOWNS  2006 

It was agreed to defer this matter to a special meeting of the Council and to invite the Chairman of the Longford Tidy Towns, the Litter and Dog Wardens to this special meeting at a date to be arranged.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Artistic Monument 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell:-

“That this Council, expedite the possibility of putting in place, a monument at the Railway Station or in the general vicinity, to the thousands of Longford people who left in the bad days to seek a living in our Capital City, London and U.S.A.

Their contribution to our County and our Country fuelled the present day success.  We met those Longfordians and Irish men and women through their associations, they keep the links with their homeland”.

Cllr. Nolan  spoke of the contribution which all of the emigrants from our town had made to the developments in the town by way of financial contribution and otherwise following their emigration and it was agreed that this matter would be pursued with the Arts Officer.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government had approved the application under the Per Cent per Art for  Capital Project Scheme for the Fonderman Development and it was agreed to investigate the possibility of putting a monument somewhere in the region of the canal bank.

It was also agreed to write to the Longford Associations in New York, London and Dublin in relation to this project.

Health Services 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Mayor Alan Mitchell:-

“I give notice to this Council, that we request the H.S.E. to present to this Council their plans for Midoc and our G.P. led Casualty, because of serious public concerns”.

The terms of the motion were agreed, however, in view of the letter from the Health Service Executive which was discussed at the outset of the meeting it was agreed to defer consideration of the motion.

External Third Level Campus 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr Brendan Farrell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That this Council appoint a Special Committee, in conjunction with the County Council, to lobby intensively for an External Third Level Campus to be situated in Longford Town”.

Cllr. Farrell recommended the motion to the members and requested that a joint committee be set up from members and executives of the Town and County Councils.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that he had submitted a similar motion to the Council some four years ago.

Cllr. James Keogh recommended the motion and stated that he had proposed a motion to the V.E.C. a number of years ago.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she was a member of the Governing Body of the Athlone Institute of Technology and stated that there was a 70% uptake on students to the college from the Longford area.

It was agreed that Cllr. Nolan would take this matter up with the Institute of Technology in Athlone and invite the relevant person to a future meeting of the Council.  

It was also agreed to contact the County Council with a view to setting a special committee.  

Exit from Market Square Car Park 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell:-

“That an exit be made opposite John Brownes onto the road from the car park at rear of Market Square or allow traffic from existing exit to turn left”.

It was agreed to have this matter examined and to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

Traffic Calming 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell.  It was agreed to amend the motion as follows:-

“That traffic calming measures be put in place in Ard na Rí”.

It was agreed to have this matter examined as it was not clear whether Ard na Rí was taken in charge by the Council and to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

1)
Training Seminar for Councillors – The Walter Raleigh Hotel, Youghal, Co. Cork  -  28th / 30th September 2006.


2)
All Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities Forum – The “D” Hotel, Drogheda -  30th September, 2006. 

3)
La Touche Legacy Committee – Charlesland Gold & Country Club Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow – 29th September / 1st October 2006. 

4)
Kerry Life Education Ltd. – Brehon Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry – 5th / 6th October 2006.  

5)
World Urban Development Congress  –  Waterfront Hall, Belfast – 

8th / 11th October 2006.

6)
Confederation of European Councillors – City Hotel, Derry – 12th / 13th October 2006.

7)
Local Authority Members Association Winter Seminar – Arklow Bay Hotel, Arklow, Co. Wicklow  -  10th / 11th November 2006.


8)
Clare Tourism Conference – Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare – 24th / 25th November 2006.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the members was noted.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following issues were raised under “Any other business”:-

Cllr. Paul Connell raised the issue of traffic congestion in the town and it was agreed to seek a meeting with the members of the County Council in the mid-Longford area together with the Roads Directorate and the County Manager to discuss further the problems.

Cllr. Paddie Connellan raised the bad condition of the footpath at Deanscurragh, outside McCormack’s / Shannon’s houses and it was agreed to have this matter examined.

Cllr. Christy Warnock asked when the drain in Springlawn might be attended to and it was agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

It was agreed to invite the Rapid Co-ordinator to the November meeting of the Council to update on the current Rapid developments.

It was also agreed to write to the Minister for Energy requesting that the duty on electricity charges be reduced following the recent increase of 20%.

It was agreed that the bye-laws in relation to headstones in the cemetery would be considered when the scheme for the new lands for the cemetery was being prepared. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:______________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:   11th October 2006.               

