COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Thursday 13th July, 2006 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 7.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Alan Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan

Apology:

Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer




Mr. Mark McNerney, Acting Town Clerk

The meeting started off with the proposal from the Mayor to suspend Standing Orders in order to start the meeting prior to 7p.m.

On the proposal of Mayor Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to start the meeting at 6.48 p.m. 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th June 2006 

Mayor Alan Mitchell stated that Cllr. Christy Warnock had noted the fact that he raised an issue regarding noise coming from P.V’s Nite Club and that the residents of Harbour Row were complaining about it and he noted that this hadn’t been recorded in the Minutes of the meeting. The Minutes to be amended and this to be recorded.

The Minutes to be adopted with this amendment on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell.

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 30th June 2006 

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Friday 30th June 2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. James Keogh.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council …………………………………….

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town  Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance to the meeting and the Acting Town Clerk informed the members as follows:

(1)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 

Work has commenced on this project.  The accommodation works to the rear of Harbour Row are being undertaken first and it is hoped to do the majority of this work again by direct labour.  Some of this work will have to be assigned to contractors. 

(2)
Works Programme 2006 

(a) Blindman’s Walk / Ramps 

Three speed ramps will be installed at Blindman’s Walk. Tenders were opened during the week and it is hoped to appoint a contractor to this project shortly.

(b) Templemichael

The decorative railing at Templemichael have been completed at this stage.


(c)
Backlanes  

Work at Teffia Park and Bannon Terrace is nearing completion at this stage and surface dressing is all that remains to be done.


(d) 
Canal Project – Public Lighting and Environmental 

Tenders have been received and it is hoped to appoint a contractor shortly.  This will involve the installation of public lighting along the canal as well as environmental works. 

(3)
Townparks Industrial Estate 

Two contractors have been appointed to carry out the works.  The works will involve the erection of height restriction barriers and the construction of footpaths, kerbs and public lighting in the area.

(4)
Rapid 

Notification has been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government of an allocation of €50,000 for traffic calming in a number of areas in the town.  This will have to be supplemented by a contribution from the Town Council resources to an amount of €50,000 also.  The majority of this will be funded from capital receipts. 

AMENDMENT  TO  STANDING  ORDERS  - 

DATE,  TIME  AND  DURATION  OF  MEETINGS 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that he felt that 7.30 p.m. would be a more suitable time for starting the meetings due to work pressures at the moment.  

Cllr. James Keogh stated that 7.30 p.m. was too late.  

However, Mayor Alan Mitchell stated that perhaps they would come to a compromise by starting the meetings at 7.30p.m. and finishing them at 9.30p.m.  Mayor Mitchell proposed that this would take place and it was seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

CAPITAL  BUDGET  2006  - 2008 

The Acting Town Clerk stated that there was an amendment to be made to Programme Group 6  of the Capital Budget.  This related to the all-weather playing pitch at the Mall and that the figure of €330,000 has now been amended to €530,000.  This is to take into account the more enhanced facilities at the all-weather playing pitch e.g. new flood lights and an extended area.

This amendment was proposed by Cllr. Tony Flaherty and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

The overall capital budget was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

DEVELOPMENT  OF  OLD  GARDA  BARRACKS,  DUBLIN  STREET 

The Town Manager, Mr. James Clarke, stated that we had got Consultants, O’Mahony Pike, to look at the building and indeed to prepare drawings and costings for the refurbishment of this building.  Basically he stated that it was a derelict site at the moment and that the front of this building was a protected structure.  Refurbishment of this building at the moment would be extremely difficult.  It would mean basically demolishing all except the front walls and the estimated cost of this would be in the region of €3 million.  He stated that such organisations as C.I.S.,  Longford Tourism and the V.E.C. initially showed an interest in acquiring rental space in the old Garda Barracks but some have withdrawn their interest since.  He estimated to fund this by way of a loan the repayments would be in the region of €180,000 to €200,000 per year.  There was an exercise done in relation to the rental income that could be attained from this and based on the square footage rental space this would amount of around €82,000 per annum and would mean there would be a shortfall of around €100,000 to be made up.  This additional expenditure would have to be added on to the ratepayers and would mean that the rate multiplier would increase by €4.  The Town Manager also stated that even if this project was got up and running the building would have to be maintained.  Based on this he recommended to the members that this project shouldn’t proceed.

Mayor Alan Mitchell stated that this project was to be removed from the Capital Budget which has been done and that if the property was sold that the funds should be ring fenced for the benefit of Longford.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she regretted that the old Garda Barracks had to be handed back.  She felt that this property should be used as a base for support groups.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that he agreed with Cllr. Nolan and said that he did not want to see a return to the situation in 1998 when Longford Town Council was in dire straights financially.

Cllr. Paul Connell said that the deficit of €125,000 should not be put on to the ratepayers and he suggested that the Town Council write to the Department of Justice to request that the future development of this site should be for the benefit for the community.

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore stated that a similar situation took place in Roscommon and that there should be a feasibility study carried out in order to access any grants that may be available in this area.

Cllr. Paddie Connellan said that she was sad to see the old Garda Barracks being handed back to the O.P.W. and stated that whatever development would be carried out on this site that it would be for the benefit for the community.

Cllr. James Keogh also regretted that this buildings had to be handed back to the O.P.W. but he stated that to make up the deficit of €125,000 an increase in the rates would certainly not be popular.  He suggested that Longford Town Council write to the Office of Public Works and inform them that we are not in a position with this project at this time.  

PART  8  -  POST  OFFICE  JUNCTION 

The Town Manager, Mr. James Clarke, outlined to the members the changes that were proposed in relation to the Post Office Junction and to facilitate a free-flow of traffic 

___________________________

The Part 8 was proposed by Cllr. James Keogh and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

LONGFORD  CENTRE  CAR  PARK

The Town Manager, Mr. James Clarke, outlined the position in relation to the Longford Centre Car Park and stated that after having legal advice that the car park was owned by the Council and it’s the only area in Longford owned by the Council that does not have paid parking.  Based on the legal advice the Town Council have got it is recommending to proceed to make bye-laws in this area on the basis that the Town Council has the authority to regulate parking.  Mr. Clarke recommended to the members that we proceed to make bye-laws on that basis.  

This proposal was made by Cllr. Tony Flaherty and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

DEVELOPMENT  CONTRIBUTION  SCHEME 

Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager, outlined to the members that under the Development Contribution Scheme in 2004 contributions were made by developers in the area of the infra-structure necessary around the town for example roads, water, etc. but in some areas of the town the costs of development charges are prohibitive at present and stifling development in those areas.  There is, however, a clause in the 2004 scheme whereby development levies or charges can be reduced.  This is reflected in Note B of the current development scheme:-

“Having regard to the nature and extent of any Development and its potential benefit to the socio/economic development and enhancement of the Town and 

its environs, the Manager following consultation with a Sub-Committee of the Town Council shall have discretion to vary the amount of any contribution to be charged under the scheme”.`

Based on this it was proposed to amend the Development Contribution Scheme.  

It was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.  

DRAFT  LISCENCE  FOR  TABLES  AND  CHAIRS  OUTSIDE

A  HOTEL, RESTAURANT, PUBLIC  HOUSE, ETC. WHERE

FOOD  IS  SOLD  FOR  CONSUMPTION  ON  THE  PREMISES   

Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager, outlined to the members the draft regulations.  At the present time nobody can actually put chairs or tables on the footpath without a licence or without approval.

The draft conditions for the licence was circulated to the members and based on these it was proposed to proceed to public consultation, proposed by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.

FORMATION  OF  YOUTH  COUNCIL 

Mayor Alan Mitchell stated that the three secondary schools around Longford would be asked to nominate three students to initiate or to set up a Youth Council.  These students obviously would be under eighteen years of age and would be preferably forth year students, non-exam year.  He suggested that we consult with the principals in relation to this and he suggested that the Town Council Chamber could be used for such meetings.  He suggested that the Town Mayor, Town Manager and indeed Town Clerk would meet with the students.  He also suggested that the Town Clerk would check with other towns where Youth Councils have been set up throughout the Country.  Mayor Mitchell also suggested that a small budget would be provided for this Youth Council in the Annual Budget.

PROPOSED  RE-DEVELOPMENT  OF  

HALTING  SITE  -  PUBLIC  CONSULTATION         

The Town Manager, Mr. James Clarke, stated that the proposed works for the transient site at Willow Park would have to go to public consultation and this is required under the Traveller Accommodation Plan.  He stated that he would revert back to the members at the September meeting with the proposals.  

It was proposed to proceed on this basis by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

Cleaning of River 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paddie Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That the Council make immediate arrangements to clean the river from the weir down to the bridge”.

The Acting Town Clerk stated that work had already commenced in the cleaning up of this area and that it was continuing from the Weir wall down to the bridge.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Seminar for Councillors  – Baltimore Harbour Hotel,  Baltimore, Co. Cork –  6th / 8th  July 2006.


2)
Training Seminar for Councillors – Silver Tassie Hotel, Milford Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal – 24th / 26th August 2006.

3)
Kilkee  Waterworld  –  Kilkee Bay  Hotel,  Kilkee,  Co. Clare – 31st August / 

1st September 2006. 

4)
Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland – Cavan Crystal Hotel, Cavan – 14th / 16th September 2006. 

5)
Omagh District Council – Silver Birch Hotel, Omagh – 15th / 17th September 2006.

CORRESPONDENCE 

There were a number of items discussed under this heading.  

First of all the letter from Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland in relation to the Shannon River Basin District Advisory Council was discussed.  It was proposed the Cllr. James Keogh would be the nominated member to sit on this board.  It was proposed by Mayor Alan Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore. 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty referred to the letter received from Mulleadys Ltd. in relation to the waste collection in Longford town on Fridays and he stated that 

as far as he was concerned all of the businesses have their refuse out before 10.00 a.m. despite what was stated in the letter from Mulleadys and he 

suggested that we write to the Chamber of Commerce to ensure that all businesses would comply with this.

The members noted the letter of thanks from the Longford Pipe Band in relation to the contribution made towards the purchase of new uniforms.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty also thanked the Town Council for this contribution.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted the letter received from Passage West Town Council regarding the means test for Disability Allowance.  She fully supported the call on the Minister for Finance to omit the Disability Allowance Income from the standard means test.

Mayor Alan Mitchell noted the letter received from Longford County Council in relation to Revision of the Polling Scheme and suggested that the town would be divided into sections – north, south, east and west and that voters would know where they are voting and that it would be a logical division of the urban area.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty raised the issue regarding Cullens Funfair and that they requested the use of the Annaly Car Park as a base.

The Acting Town Clerk said that he had discussed this matter with Cllr. Christy Warnock and Cllr. Warnock stated that as far as he was concerned this was not a suitable location and that the residents of the Annaly Park area objected to this funfair being placed in the Annaly Car Park due to noise etc.

The Town Council members discussed, at length, the issue of the current “My Doc” service in Longford and after much deliberation it was agreed to send an invitation to the officials of the H.S.E. to attend a Town Council meeting to discuss the whole area of services being currently provided in Longford town.  

This was proposed by Cllr. Tony Flaherty and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

Items adjourned from June Meeting of the Council        

SELECTION  OF  3  MEMBERS  OF  LONGFORD  TOWN  

COUNCIL  TO  SIT  ON  HALLOWEEN  FESTIVAL  COMMITTEE 

The following members were put forward to sit on this committee:-

Cllr. Christy Warnock
:-   
Proposed by Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by 

Cllr. Paddie Connellan 

Cllr. Paddie Connellan:-
Proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore

Cllr. Brendan Farrell:-
Proposed by Cllr. James Keogh and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan  

TAKING  IN  CHARGE  ROAD  AT  THE  

REAR  OF  CHAPEL  STREET  HOUSES 

The Acting Town Clerk suggested to the members that perhaps this would be left aside for the moment until all the developments in that area had been completed. 

This was noted by the members.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion  was submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:- 

“I give notice of motion to this Council, that as custodians of the Mall, we must be informed of any plans involving works or amenities, which impact on or in the Mall”.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she had serious reservations regarding the proposed works under the Rapid Programme in the Mall.  This was not debated or indeed the members of the Council were not consulted regarding these proposed works.  As custodians of the Mall they should be consulted before any developments take place she stated. 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty agreed with the comments made by Cllr. Peggy Nolan in relation to the proposed adventure area in the Mall.  He also stated that the current developments down there in relation to the swimming pool is very dangerous at the moment and that a child could be badly hurt or indeed killed.  He suggested that perhaps that during the duration of the works in the Mall that the playground should be closed.

Cllr. Flaherty proposed that the playground should be closed for the duration of the works and this was seconded by Cllr. Paddie Connellan.  However, the other members of the Council did not agree with this and the members stated that the playground was well used at the moment and it should be kept open.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that it would be a pity to close the playground and it should be made safe as distinct to closing it altogether.  

Mayor Alan Mitchell stated that the middle-ground should be taken on this and it should be discussed with the contractors .

Mr. James Clarke stated that the Safety Officer will be actually  assigned to this area to look at it and talk to the contractor on site and to make it safe.  He also acknowledged the fact that members should be consulted prior to any proposed developments in the Mall and that he would take that matter up with the Rapid Co-Ordinator.

The Notice of Motion, therefore, submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan was proposed by Cllr. Nolan and seconded by Cllr. James Keogh.  

The meeting then concluded.

