COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 

13th December 2006 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Alan Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager




Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

Cllr. Paddie Connellan and Cllr. James Keogh

Mayor Mitchell opened the meeting and requested that a silent prayer be observed for a speedy recovery for Cllr. Paddie Connellan who was absent from the meeting through illness.

All of the members present extended their best wishes to Cllr. Connellan for a speedy recovery.

Mr. James Clarke and Mr. Dan Rooney also extended good wishes for a speedy recovery on behalf of the staff to Cllr. Paddie Connellan.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council dated 8th November 2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

The Minutes of the Special Meeting held on Monday 13th November 2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.  

Cllr. Tony Flaherty expressed dissatisfaction at the responses to the queries raised by the members at this meeting and on his proposal, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, it was agreed that meeting with the members from the Longford Area Committee of Longford County Council be held quarterly.

Cllr. Christy Warnock and Cllr. Peggy Nolan expressed frustration in relation to the drainage at Springlawn.  It was stated that this matter was now going on for over a decade and it was now time to move the issue forward.

All of the members present spoke of the confusion which had arisen in the previous week-end when problems arose with the water supply in Newtownforbes.  The message was not given out soon enough, it was not clear whether the water was safe to drink after boiling and yet again no emergency number was available.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell requested that the specification for construction of storm drains be re-examined as it appeared the present specification was not capable of holding the present day flood waters.

Mayor Alan Mitchell stated that the Lough Forbes plant was working to its peak and a re-occurrence of the problems of that week-end could well arise again and on his proposal, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to write to the County Council to seek capital funding to provide the necessary infrastructure to deal with the increased demand for water.  It was noted also that 60% of the water pumped from the reservoir was lost through leaking pipes.

It was agreed that the flooding at Springlawn would be put on the Agenda for each monthly meeting until the matter was resolved.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

A question arose at the meeting regarding planning permission for offices used by members of the Oireachtas and it was noted that exemptions available for Oireachtas members did not apply.  It was agreed to keep the matter under continuing review.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes
 
(a)
Meeting with Gardai 
Inspector McLaughlin is arranging a meeting between the Council and the Superintendent to discuss various issues early in the new year.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that an agreed press release should be issued by both the Gardai and the Town Council following this meeting and it was agreed to take this matter up with the Garda authorities.   

(b) Midoc 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted that an advertisement had been placed in the paper this week regarding the Midoc Scheme and she stated that this scheme was not covered by local G.Ps at night.  She also stated that it had been contracted out to other G.Ps.  Cllr. Nolan also stated that local doctors were sending people in need of x-ray to Mullingar rather than availing of the facility at Longford Clinic.

It was agreed to write to the H.S.E. requesting an opportunity to visit the Midoc scheme in operation. 

(2)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 

Work is continuing satisfactorily on this project with boundary walls construction and site works.

(3)
Mall Synthetic Pitch 

Floodlighting 90% completed.  Final surface and carpet will be laid as soon as weather permits.

(4)
Broadband 

All work in the main shopping areas is complete and 90% of all civil works are complete. 

(5)
Roadworks Programme 2006 

The programme has been completed for 2006 with the exception of footpaths and drainage at Townparks Industrial Estate.

(6)
Housing 


The following works have been completed:-


121 Teffia Park
-     DPG  Extension complete 


  38 Teffia Park
-     DPG  Bathroom alterations complete  

(7)
I.B.A.L.
 

Longford gained 3 places in the latest rating and still retains litter free status.  A small number of sites in town are affecting the ratings.

SECTION  183  NOTICE – DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY  

AT  TOWNPARKS, LONGFORD – LONGFORD  

TOWN  COUNCIL  TO  BRIAN  DOYLE  

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, it was agreed to dispose of the property to Mr. Brian Doyle in accordance with the terms of the Section 183 Notice.

DRAFT  ROADWORKS  PROGRAMME  2007 – 2009 

The Draft Roadworks Programme as follows was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

	Roads Programe 2007
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Road Maintenance
	
	
	

	
	Gritting
	 €     13,000 
	

	
	Gully cleaning and jetting
	 €     15,000 
	

	
	Patching
	 €     15,000 
	

	
	Road safety signs and barriers
	 €     10,000 
	

	
	Linemarking
	 €     10,000 
	

	
	Public Lighting
	 €     20,000 
	

	
	Footpath Repairs
	 €     20,000 
	 €     103,000 

	
	
	
	


	Traffic Calming
	
	
	

	
	Ardnacassa Avenue
	 €     15,000 
	

	
	Grian Ard
	 €       9,000 
	

	
	Ballymahon Road/Park Rd/Bottom of Farnagh Hill
	 €     10,000 
	

	
	Oakvale
	 €       3,000 
	

	
	Templemichael Tce/College Park/Blind Mans Walk
	 €     15,000 
	 €      52,000 

	
	
	
	

	Road Restoration
	
	
	

	Ballymakeegan Lane/Lisduff to Ballymakeegan Rd
	Public Lighting, surface water drainage, road reinstatement and linemarking
	 €     70,000 
	

	Templemichael Glebe
	Surface Water drianage, footpath Restoration, road reinstatement and linemarking
	 €     95,000 
	

	Lisbrack Road
	Surface Water drianage, Road reinstatement and linemarking
	 €     65,000 
	

	Templemichael Tce/College Park/Blind Mans Walk
	Road resurfacing and linemarking
	 €     90,000 
	

	Lisduff Hill
	Surface dressing
	 €     13,150 
	

	Knockahaw Lane
	Footpaths, surface-water drainage, resurfacing
	 €     35,000 
	 €     368,150 

	Total
	
	
	 €     523,150 


	2008
	

	Great Water Street
	Footpath restoration, road reinstatement and line marking

	Abbeycartron Lane
	Surface Water drianage, footpath restoration, road reinstatement 

and linemarking

	Chapel Street
	Footpath restoration, road reinstatement and line marking

	Farnagh Hill
	Footpath construction, surface water drainage, road restoration

and linemarking

	2009
	

	Teffia Park
	Surface Water drianage, footpath restoration, road reinstatement 

and linemarking

	Ferrafad Road from Ardagh regional rd to Lisduff Hill
	Road widening, surface water drainage, public lighting, road 

restoration and linemarking

	Demense Lane
	Road resurfacing and linemarking

	Little Water Street
	Public Lighting, surface water drainage, road reinstatement 

and linemarking


PROPOSED  RE-DEVELOPMENT  

OF  WILLOW  PARK  HALTING  SITE  

The members were informed that the consultation process under Part VIII of the Planning Regulations had been completed.  It was noted that one submission had been received from the Longford Traveller Movement.  It was noted that this submission dealt mainly with operational matters which could be attended to during the course of the contract and it was agreed to proceed with the scheme and to seek sanction to proceed to tender stage from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

REVISION  OF  POLLING  SCHEME

AND  REGISTER  OF  ELECTORS 

The members were informed that the amended proposal provided for breaking the Longford Urban DH Electoral Area into three area, 1 North, 2 Mid-Central and 3 South and details of the scheme had been forwarded to the members.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, the Revised Polling Scheme for Longford Urban DH was agreed.

The reply to a Notice of Motion received by Mayor Alan Mitchell from Longford County Council was circulated to the members and the content of this reply was noted.  

SCHEME  OF  LETTING  PRIORITIES 

The members raised a number of issues in relation to the Scheme of Letting Priorities and it was agreed to defer consideration of the scheme to a special meeting to be held in late January / early February 2007 when other housing matters could also be considered.

NOMINATION  OF  MEMBERS  TO  

SIT  ON  THE  C.C.T.V.  SUB-COMMITTEE  

The Town Clerk informed the members that applications for a new scheme had recently been advertised by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform and requested that a sub-committee be formed of various interested parties.  He informed the members that he had spoken to the Gardai in relation to this and they were in support of the application.  It was also agreed to consult with other bodies to ensure a varied representation on the committee.

It was agreed that all of the members present would sit on this sub-committee.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Disabled Parking Spaces – Dublin Street 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Farrell and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That on completion of the street works in Dublin Street that this Council reserve at least one parking space (preferably two) for the use of disabled drivers”.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell withdrew the Motion on the basis that this work had already been carried out.  

Storm Drains  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Mayor Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council in conjunction with the County Council put in place a plan to clean storm drains on a monthly basis

To ensure the removal of surface water in an attempt to minimise the possibility of flooding”.

Cllr. Nolan spoke of the necessity to keep storm drains free of litter especially during the winter period and requested that we write to the County Council to request closer liaison with regard to flooded areas and it was agreed that this would be done.  

Monument 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Mayor Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council give an update with regard to the Monument commemorating our Emigrants”.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the housing development at the Fondermans site had now been approved by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and included in that approval was sanction to include a “Per cent per Art” scheme to provide a structure on the site and this matter had been referred to the Arts Officer for attention.

It was agreed that a further report would be prepared for the next meeting of the Council.

Better Local Government 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“The provision of better Local Government consistently being referred to by the Minister cannot be delivered until the embargos on staffing numbers is lifted.  I am calling on this Council to inform the Minister, that it is hypocrisy and misleading to the public, to keep issuing directives requiring extra work and not allowing extra staff to be engaged”. 

It was also agreed to insert a paragraph as follows:-

“and the Minister be requested to provide appropriate funding for increased staff numbers” 

and it was agreed to circulate this Notice of Motion to all other Local Authorities.

In support of the motion Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that a whole new raft of legislation is continually being introduced and this legislation required expert professional staff to operate and administer.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that out of the public capital programme a sum of €5 billion remained unpaid because of lack of staff resources.

Mayor Alan Mitchell, in support of the motion, stated that local authorities should be able to justify increased numbers and that efficiencies must be paramount to these permanent positions.  

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore and considered suitable for attendance by the members.

CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr. Christy Warnock raised the content of a letter he had received when he chaired a Rapid Meeting earlier in the day.  The letter was from Longford E.D.I. and requested funding for the implementation of a project in regard to the creation of a training centre for Longford. 

It was agreed to write to the Office of Public Works noting that a substantial sum had been received following the sale of Longford Garda Barracks on Dublin Street and that part of this money should be returned to the community by way of direct grant to the above project.

The members noted a copy of letter received from Mr. Pat Finnerty, Secretary of the Midland Musicians Club, requesting funding.  It was noted that the budget for 2006 had been expended but that this would receive sympathetic consideration in the 2007 allocation.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_____________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_____________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:   10th January, 2007.   

