COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 14th June, 2006 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 8.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Christy Warnock

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Paddie Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan

Apology:

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

VOTE  OF  SYMPATHY 

Mayor Warnock opened the meeting and on the proposal of Cllr. Paddie Connellan, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to send a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Charles J. Haughey former Taoiseach who died this week.  All of the members present associated themselves with the vote of sympathy and it was agreed to adjourn the meeting for fifteen minutes as a mark of respect.  A silent prayer was observed.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 10th May  2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

The Minutes of the Special Meeting held on Wednesday 17th May 2006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty noted an application for a change of use from private living accommodation to a commercial development at Nos. 4/5 Templemichael Terrace, Longford.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that this house was previously sold by the Council and a condition of the disposal was that the house would remain a private house and this application was contrary to this decision.  Cllr. Flaherty also stated that building works were in progress at this location and that the site notice was not legible from the public road.

All of the members spoke of the need for a resource centre and supported Acorn in their attempts to provide one, however, in this instance it was not considered sustainable in this location.  This area is zoned residential and may require a variation to the Development Plan.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted an application 06/23 for the demolition of two houses at the junction of Athlone Road / Ward’s Terrace, Longford, and the erection of a three storey building providing commercial office space with car parking.  Cllr. Nolan stated that this might require a variation to the Development Plan as the area was zoned residential only and it was agreed to have this matter further examined. 

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town  Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes:


(a)
Ramps at Oakvale and Grian Ard 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the ramps to be provided at Oakvale and Grian Ard were of the bolt in type which were only suitable for residential and cul de sac areas. 

Mayor Warnock enquired about ramps at Annaly Park and he was informed that the ramps to be provided there were the conventional type and tenders had been sought for the construction of these at Annaly Park and the Blind Man’s Walk.

(b) Weight restriction limit at Deanscurragh

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the weight restriction limits placed under the Road Traffic Act in Deanscurragh and at other locations were not being observed and many of the members spoke of the other local bye-laws that were not being enforced.  On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, it was agreed to invite the new Superintendent to the next meeting of the Council.
 
 

(2)
Central Heating Scheme

(a) 2004  Scheme 

The Town Clerk informed the members that Keogh Electrical had completed downsizing of all apparatus installed to keep within the E.S.B. limits on voltage and connections were now being made by the E.S.B.   Civil works required by the E.S.B. in Springlawn were now in progress and this would allow the E.S.B. to connect remaining houses in Springlawn.

(b) 2005  Scheme 

The members were informed that the scheme for 2005 would be completed in Mid August.  This scheme provided for the installation of oil fired central heating in 35 houses.


(c)
2006  Scheme 

The Town Clerk informed the members that this scheme would provide for the installation of solid fuel heating in approximately 25 houses and a contractor would shortly be appointed to carry out this work.

The members noted the slow progress with all of these schemes.  Once again the lack of co-operation and slow work practices of  E.S.B. networks was noted.

In relation to the 2005 and 2006 schemes, Mr. James Clarke informed the members that he had taken up the terms of a Notice of Motion from the Council at a previous meeting, that tenants be given this grant and have the work carried out themselves, with the Officers of the Department of the Environment and this proposal was not acceptable to the Department.

Mayor Warnock spoke of the new housing scheme which had been completed at the Hill of Hollow and stated that the only outstanding matter with the completion of the contract was the connection by the E.S.B. to the houses.  

(3)
Geraldine Terrace Car Park 

The Town Clerk informed the members that all civil works had been completed and the E.S.B. had been requested to connect the public lighting.  A sculpture would be ready by the end of the week. 

(4)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 

The members were informed that agreement has been reached with the residents of Harbour Row regarding accommodation works at the rear of their houses.  It is expected that this work will commence in the next few weeks.

(5)
Mall Synthetic Pitch 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the revised proposals to increase the size of the pitch had been agreed and work was due to commence on Monday 19th June 2006.  

(6) 
Willow Park Halting Site / Townparks Industrial Estate 

The members were informed that an allocation of €750,000 had been received from the Department of the Environment for the refurbishment of the halting site.  Drawings for the transient halting site (4 bays) had been prepared together with drawings for the refurbishment of the bays.

The Town Clerk said that the traffic calming blocks for the Industrial Estate would be delivered shortly and the next stage of the project would be the footpath restoration and public lighting.

The members noted the work which was to be carried out at the Halting Site and the Townparks Industrial Estate and expressed the wish that the provision of the 4 transient sites will permit enforcement procedures to be taken against unauthorised caravans in this area.

(7)
Roadworks  2006 

(a) Blindman’s Walk 

The members were informed that tenders had been sought for this project.  The work to be carried out at this location would include surface water drainage, footpath restoration and traffic calming. 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested that the narrowing of the road at Connolly Crescent and the provision of traffic calming at this area be examined in this proposal and it was agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

(b) Backlanes 

The members were informed that the drainage works had been completed at the rear of Teffia Park and resurfacing of the lane would be carried out in the coming weeks.

DEVELOPMENT  OF  OLD  GARDA  BARRACKS,  DUBLIN  STREET 

The Town Clerk informed the members that final drawings had been received from the Architects, O’Mahony Pike, for the refurbishment of this building.  He stated that there were four organisations presently interested in taking office space in the building and the architects had met these organisations with a view to designing space to suit their requirements.  The plans are currently being examined by these organisations to ensure that our proposals satisfy their requirements.  The Town Clerk also informed the members that he was having discussions with auctioneers with regard to potential rental income to ensure that income derived from the project will match the projected costs and the loan repayments.  He also informed the members that a quantity surveyor had been employed to examine the proposal to estimate the expected project cost.

It was noted that no lease for the property had yet come to hand and the most recent contact with the Office of Public Works stated that the Chief State Solicitor’s Office was preparing this lease.

A general discussion took place on the feasibility of the project and it was agreed to defer discussion on this matter to the special meeting.

DERELICT  SITES 

A report from the Acting Planner, Mr. David O’Brien, was submitted to the meeting.  This report outlined the following:-

Definition of a Derelict Site    

A derelict site is defined as:-

Any land that detracts, or is likely to detract, to a material degree from the amenity, character or appearance of land in the neighbourhood of the land in question because of:- 

(a)
The existence on the land in question of structures which are in a ruinous, derelict or dangerous condition, or 

(b)
The neglected, unsightly or objectionably condition of the land or any structures on the land in question, or

(c)
The presence, deposit or collection on the land in question of any litter, rubbish, debris or waste, except where the presence, deposit or collection of such litter, rubbish, debris or waste results from the exercise of a right conferred statute or by common law.  

Action Longford Town Council may take 

with Sites on the Derelict Sites Register 

To enter a site on the Register Longford Town Council must firstly serve the owner / occupier with a Section 8 Notice under the provisions of the Derelict Sites Act 1990.  If no improvement occurs on the site within the appropriate timeframe (at the discretion of the Council) then 3 types of action may be taken:-

· Compulsory Purchase Order (Note – CPO procedure has never been enforced by Longford Town Council on any site)  or 
· Serve Section 11 Notice (Requiring specific measures be taken to render the site non-derelict)  or
· Serve 3% Market Levy (Current market value determined by independent Estate Agent)

Derelict Sites Register

It was noted that the Town Council’s Derelict Sites Register was last updated in 2002 and at that time 33 sites were registered as derelict in Longford Town.  Following this review 21 Derelict Sites can be removed from the register due to either new developments on site, ongoing / impending commencement of development, or works that have rendered the site non-derelict.  It was noted that 12 sites remained derelict and an additional 6 more sites could be added to the register.

Mr. James Clarke outlined to the members the action the Council propose to take in accordance with the legislation and stated that the Council would initiate a major clampdown derelict sites in the town.  

It was agreed to keep this matter under continuous review.

SECTION  183  NOTICE  -  DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY 

AT  ST.  MICHAEL’S  ROAD  -  LONGFORD  TOWN

COUNCIL  TO  CLUID  HOUSING  ASSOCIATION

This matter was discussed in detail and the members raised a number of issues in relation to the disposal of the property at St. Michael’s Road.  In accordance with Section 183 subsection 1 (b) the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms specified in the notice.

In accordance with Standing Orders, the time having reached 10.30 p.m. Mayor Warnock closed the meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:            July, 2006.
      

