COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Adjourned  Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 24th October 2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager


Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer


CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 12th September 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  AND  

APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA  SINCE  

THE PREVIOUS  MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

It was noted in relation to planning permission Ref. No. 07/51 that the access would be from Mastertech Park and that provisions under Part V for Social Housing would apply. 

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance of the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes 


Storm Drains 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Council had purchased a new mini van which was now being allocated duties in respect of the collection of litter refuse from litter bins in the town.  This freed-up the use of the road sweeper and the Council had now acquired an attachment to the road sweeping machine which will clean storm drains.  It is intended that there would be a programme for cleaning out these drains over the next two months.

The Town Clerk undertook to look into the position of a gate at the rear of the service road to Teffia Park.

The Town Engineer, Mr. Padraig Farrell, informed the members in relation to road works at Ballymakeegan / Lisduff.  He outlined the work which had been carried out as part of the 2007 programme which included the erection of a public footpath, surface water drainage, kerbs and gullies at the top of Farnagh Hill.  Mr. Farrell outlined difficulties in relation to the acquisition of land in this area and it was agreed to further investigate this matter and that road works in this area would form part of the 2008 Road Works Programme.     

(2)
Longford Sport and Leisure Ltd. – The Mall 


The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-

(a) Outdoor Basketball and Tennis Court

A tender has been accepted and a contractor appointed for this refurbishment work.


(b)
Installation of public lighting in the Mall Walk

Tender accepted and a contractor has been appointed.

(c)
Levelling, draining and reseeding of area 

beside All Weather Pitch

Tender accepted and contractor appointed.

(d)  
Construction of changing facilities and

Extension to Mall Gymnasium

Tender documents are presently being prepared. 

In the relation to the construction of changing facilities and extension to the Mall Gymnasium, the Town Clerk informed the members that the considered opinion of those involved with the All Weather Pitch was that a very small minority of people required to use the changing facilities.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, it was agreed that the use of the proposed new extension would be for a gymnasium and not for changing facilities.

It was also agreed to examine the changing facilities in the present Mall building and to upgrade same by the provision of further shower facilities. 

Cllr. Michael Connellan raised the issue of the division of the All Weather Pitches and he was informed that this matter was receiving attention.

Mayor Paul Connell requested that the Council investigate the possibility of appointing a Park Ranger to cover the Mall and other public areas in the town.  Mayor Connell stated that illegal drinking and unauthorised walking of dogs was taking place and requested that a Park Ranger be appointed who would keep in close liaison with the Gardai and the Town Council in relation to these matters.  

It was agreed to have this matter examined. 
(3)
Ballymahon Street Car Park

It was noted that the car park at Ballymahon Street was nearing completion and that 50 spaces will shortly be available.

The Town Clerk informed the members that difficulties had arisen in relation to title to two properties at lower Killashee Street which it was intended would be used for access to the car park and it was hoped that these matters might be resolved very quickly. 

(4)
Canal Walk – (Creation of looped walkway) 

The Town Clerk informed the members that tenders had been received for the creation of this looped walkway and these tender prices were below the estimated cost and in view of this, it was now proposed that a cycle path would be added to the proposed walkway.  It was noted that Fáilte Ireland had approved a grant of €82,000 for this work and approval from them was now sought for the change in the proposal.

The members raised a number of queries in relation to the canal generally and it was agreed that these new proposals would be further examined and considered at the forthcoming budget meeting.    

(5)
Housing 


The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-

(a) Housing Development at Ballymahon Road 

Contracts to be signed this week. The expected commencement date is 22nd October 2007.

Cllr. Farrell requested that the sub-committee dealing with the art sculpture convene to discuss the matter while the building works take place.  

(b)  
DPG works at No. 52 Springlawn – Out to tender.

Refurbishment of 21 Templemichael Terrace – contractor appointed. 

Refurbishment of 14 Chapel Street – contractor appointed.

Refurbishment of 4 Legion Terrace – advertised for tender.

 (6)
Roadworks Programme 2007  

(a)
Knockahaw Lane – Works completed awaiting E.S.B. connection for public lighting.

(b)
Farnagh Hill – Traffic calming works ongoing.



(c)
Restoration of footpaths in College Park completed.


(d)
Restoration of footpaths in Viewmount completed.


(e)
Public lighting at Springlawn in progress.

In relation to split ramps / speed cushions, on the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed that the policy of the Council would be to provide split ramps or speed cushions as a traffic calming measure in all future road works where appropriate. 


Cllr. James Keogh raised the issue of the parking at Little Water Street and stated that the construction traffic and illegal parking at this area was making it very difficult for the businesses lower down on Little Water Street to operate.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised the issue of planning permission by the developers of the former AIBP site and of the impact this development was having on the river and it was agreed to have both of these matters investigated.

(7)
C.C.T.V. 

The Town Clerk informed the members that tender documents were being prepared and discussions were taking place with the Gardai in regard to compliance with grant conditions. 

(8)
Sculpture at Knockahaw 
The members were informed that a bog oak sculpture had been erected at Viewmount at the entrance to the town from the Dublin Road roundabout.

STATUS  REPORT  ON  RICHMOND  STREET  

AND  OTHER  STREETS  IN  LONGFORD 

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the build-outs which were constructed on the Dublin Street project were not in accordance with the Part VIII which was approved by Longford Town Council.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that these build-outs were the cause of congestion.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that he attended a committee meeting of the A.M.A.I. recently in Longford. The visiting members spoke highly of the developments in the town.  However, these visitors were critical of the condition of the roads and streets in the town.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the line marking at Ballymahon Street indicating proposed routes was confusing and he requested that this matter be examined.  Cllr. Flaherty also stated that the traffic lights at the Longford Arms were not synchronised.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that the pedestrian crossings in town need to be repainted particularly at Keon’s Terrace.

On the proposal of Mayor Paul Connell, it unanimously agreed to request the representatives from the National Roads Authority to attend the next meeting of the Council.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that consultants were presently preparing a report on the condition of all the streets in Longford town and on the findings in the report it would be the subject of a deputation to the National Roads Authority and it was agreed to await the outcome of this consultants report.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council purchase and put in place machines that dispense pooper scooper bags and that these machines be erected throughout the urban area and particularly in the Mall”.

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had already ordered a number of pooper scoopers for use in the Mall complex and for use on a trial basis and he noted the committee which was being set up in the County Council in this regard and had appointed the Litter Warden, Mr. Paraic McGee, to sit on this committee.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Training Seminar for Councillors – The Carraig Hotel, Main Street, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary –  26th / 27th  September 2007.
 

2)
Irish Planning Institute Annual Conference – Gresham Hotel, O’Connell Street, Dublin 1 – 23rd October 2007. 

3)
Douglas Hyde Conference – St. Nathy’s College, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon – 26th / 28th October 2007.


4)
Local Authority Members Association – Dolmen Hotel, Carlow – 9th / 10th November 2007. 

5)
Planning and Environmental Law Conference – The Law Library, Distillery Building, 145 – 151 Church Street, Dublin 7 – 10th November 2007.


6)
Drogheda Cross Border Focus – City North Hotel, Drogheda, Co. Louth – 24th / 25th November, 2007.

7)
Confederation of European Councillors – Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh – 7th December 2007. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the Council was noted.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following matters were raised under “Any Other Business”:-

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that the Rapid Co-Ordinator be requested to attend the next meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that we write to the Department of the Environment regarding the County Demand and request them to prepare guidelines and directives on the calculation of the County Demand and provide for the appointment of an independent arbitrator if agreement cannot be reached between the County Council and Town Council.

It was noted by the members that the Loading Bays presently designated as Taxi Ranks during non-business hours were not being used by the Taxi Operators and it was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council. 

Cllr. Michael Connellan raised the issue of the dumping of litter at Church Street and it was agreed to refer this to the Litter Warden.

Mayor Paul Connell requested that the use of tinted glass on the new community swimming pool be examined.  

Mayor Connell asked if it was possible to create a double lane at the junction of Major’s Well Road and the Springlawn entrance where traffic turning right allowed traffic also going straight through to pass and it was agreed to refer this matter to the County Council for attention. 

Mayor Connell also requested that the junction at Townspark exiting from Super Valu be examined to see if a filter lane could be provided there also and it was agreed that the Town Engineer would have this matter examined.

Mayor Connell requested that the issue of identity cards to members of the Tidy Towns Committee be examined and it was agreed to look into this matter.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:  14th November, 2007.

