COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 12th September 2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, at 5.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Brendan Farrell

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager


Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Apologies:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Christy Warnock




Cllr. Alan Mitchell 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Monday 9th July 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  AND  

APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA  SINCE  

THE PREVIOUS  MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes 


Planning Report 


The planning report as set out was noted by the members:-

Comparison between 2006 and 2007

	2006

Applications Received


	2007

Applications Received

01/01/07 – 16/08/07

	63
	48


	2006

Applications Granted


	2007

Applications Granted

01/01/07 – 16/08/07

	54
	40


	2006

Applications Refused


	2007

Applications Refused

01/01/07 – 16/08/07

	4
	1


	2006

Planning Applications Receipts domestic


	2007

Domestic Applications

Receipts domestic

01/01/07 – 16/08/07

	2279.80
	5771.00


	2006

Planning Applications Receipts Commercial


	2007

Commercial Applications

Receipts Commercial

01/01/07 – 16/08/07

	122493.70
	51164.26


(2)
C.C.T.V.
The Town Clerk informed the members that a Capital Grant of €174,194.00 has been approved under the Community based C.C.T.V. Scheme.  Half of this amount comes under the Rapid Programme.  

The grant is approved subject to the committee:- 

(i) Confirming that it has consulted with the joint Policing Committee regarding the proposal. 

(ii) Inviting Rapid A.I.T. and the Garda Siochana onto the Steering Committee.

(iii) Securing authorisation for the project from the Commissioner of An Garda Siochana.

All of the members present welcomed the grant for the installation for the C.C.T.V.  

Cllr. James Keogh complimented Deputy Peter Kelly on securing this grant for the town and Cllr. Brendan Gilmore complimented the former Minister for Justice and Law Reform Minister Michael McDowell for his work in this area.

It was agreed to prepare the necessary contract documents and arrange for compliance with the conditions as outlined.

(3)
Longford Sport and Leisure Ltd. – The Mall 


Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk, informed the members as follows:-

(a)
The Swimming Pool opened for business on Friday last.  A scale of charges and terms and conditions of use have been approved by the Board and this provides for a review after 6 months of operation. 

(b)
The All Weather Pitch is also operational and bookings look promising.  A continuous review will be kept of this facility.

(c)
A trim trail has been constructed in the Mall through Rapid funding and comments indicate that this is a very welcome facility for children.


(d) Tenders have been received for:-

(i) The installation of public lighting on the walk.

(ii) The refurbishment of the outdoor basketball and tennis courts and 


(iii) The levelling, draining and reseeding of the area beside the All Weather Pitch and marked with a 300 metre track.

(e) The Fas Scheme on the Mall and Farnagh (Padraic Colum Heights) continues to work effectively.  Frank Horne the Rapid Co-Ordinator is spearheading the provision of childcare facilities on this project.

(f)
The construction of a new bridge at the Mall is at planning stage.

All of the members welcomed the developments with Longford Sport and Leisure and the Mall generally.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested that a letter be sent to the Tourism Officer to update the website in relation to the developments at the Mall and the Canal.

(4)
Ballymahon Street Car Park

It was noted that the completion date for 50 spaces is two to three weeks.  The remaining spaces will be available on the completion of the Heatons development which is progressing.

(5)
Canal Walk – (Creation of looped walkway) 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a grant had been approved by Fáilte Ireland for this project. 

(6)
Cluid 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the new date for the legal transfer to Cluid had been set for 17th September 2007 and Cluid required a meeting with the Town Council sub-committee in early October to keep the process under review.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that Cluid did not complete any job which they had undertaken as yet.  He stated that no caretaker had been appointed and no contact number was available to residents in these estates.

It was agreed that this matter would be referred to the sub-committee and on the proposal of Cllr. Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Nolan it was agreed to seek a monthly progress report in relation to the development.

(7)
Housing 


The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-


(a)
Housing Development at Ballymahon Road 

Department of the Environment sanction and agreement re contracts are now in place and we hope to sign contracts within two weeks.

(b)  
DPG works complete at No. 1 Athlone Road.

(c)  
Tenders sought for refurbishment of 21 Templemichael 

Terrace.  

(d)
Fence between Pauric Colum Heights and derelict factory completed despite vandalism.

(8)
Roadworks Programme 

The Town Clerk informed the members of the Road Works Programme 2007 as follows:-

(a)
Works in progress at Knockahaw include new footpaths, drainage, public lighting, landscaping and resurfacing. 

(b) Farnagh Hill – Ballymakeegan

Roadworks, surface water drainage, public lighting and footpaths have been completed at this location. 


(c)
Traffic calming at Farnagh Hill is in progress.

(d)
Traffic calming at Ardnacassa Avenue, Grian Ard and Oakvale has been completed.

(e)
Roadworks restoration at Templemichael Glebe has been completed.

(f)
Restoration of footpath at College Park is in progress.

(g)
Footpath restoration at Viewmount Estate is in progress.

(h)
Signs have been erected at major junctions in town for St. Joseph’s Hospital.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that traffic calming at Connolly Crescent was urgent and should be a priority.  However, it was noted that this work required a watermain to be laid by the County Council and it was agreed to write to the County Council in this regard.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that road widening at Farnagh / Ballymakeegan should be undertaken and it was agreed to prepare a report for the next meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Keogh also stated that the County Council were requested to display a yellow box on the road outside the entrance to St. Joseph’s Hospital and it was agreed to write to the County Council in this regard.

(9)
Town Twinning 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a successful visit to Noyal Chatillon lead by Cllr. Peggy Nolan took place between the 5th and 9th September.

Cllr. James Keogh thanked Cllr. Nolan for acting as Deputy Mayor as he had been unable to attend.

STATUS  REPORT  ON  RICHMOND  STREET

AND  OTHERS  STREETS  IN  LONGFORD

On the proposal of Mayor Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to request the County Council to prepare a Part VIII under the Planning and Development Regulations for the removal of three parking spaces at lower Main Street and the removal of the appropriate build-out.

A general discussion took place in relation to the operation of the traffic lights at the junction of Main Street and Richmond Street and Cllr. James Keogh requested that alternative car parking be made available by the developers of the former AIBP site.

However, discussion on this item was adjourned to the October meeting of the Council.

PART  VIII  OF  THE  PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT

REGULATIONS  2001 – EXTENSION  TO  GYM  AT  MALL  COMPLEX 

The Town Clerk informed the members that this proposal related to the extension to the gym and the construction of dressing rooms to facilitate the all weather pitch at the Mall.

It was noted that the consultation process had been completed and no submissions had been made and on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan it was resolved to proceed with the proposal as set out in the Part VIII  notice.

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  STAFF:  APPLICATION  OF  

INCREASES  UNDER  SECTION  27.17  OF  TOWARDS  2016   

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, payment of increases under Section 27.17 of Towards 2016 was approved.

NOMINATION  OF  ONE  MEMBER  FROM  LONGFORD  TOWN

COUNCIL  TO  THE  BOARD  OF  BACKSTAGE  THREATRE 

On the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Farrell, seconded by Mayor Paul Connell, Cllr. Tony Flaherty was nominated for this position.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. James Keogh and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That Longford Town Council in conjunction with Longford County Council apply to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, for funding for the laying of cycle paths, footpaths and associated street lighting on the roads from Longford Town to Newtownforbes, Carriglass, Ferefad, Ballymacormack, Killashee and Clondra”. 

Cllr. James Keogh stated that the increased interest by families in cycling and walking should be reflected in the provision of footpaths at these locations.  It was noted that the roads involved were primarily County Council roads and it was agreed to write to the Council in this regard.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Training Seminar for Councillors – Tullamore Court Hotel, Tullamore, Co. Offaly – 25th / 26th September 2007.
 

2)
Greystones Town Council & La Touche Legacy Committee – Charlesland Golf & Country Club Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow – 28th / 30th September 2007.

3)
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council – Radisson SAS St. Helen’s Hotel- 2nd / 3rd October 2007.

4)
Planning Seminar for Councillors – Earl of Desmond Hotel, Tralee – 12th / 13th October 2007.

5)
Association of Irish Regions – Malton Hotel, Town Centre, Killarney, Co. Kerry – 19th October 2007.

6)
Local Authority Members Association – Dolmen Hotel, Carlow – 9th / 10th November 2007. 

7)
Confederation of European Councillors – Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh – 7th December 2007.


CORRESPONDENCE 

The Notice of Motion submitted by Clonakilty Town Council in relation to third level students having a Seanad vote was supported by the members and it was also stated that the resolution should be amended to include Town Councillors and this was agreed.

The Notice of Motion submitted by Fermoy Town Council was supported by the members.

The correspondence submitted by Shannon Town Council in relation to the Shannon to Heathrow slots was supported by the Council.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following matters were raised under any other business:-

(1)
Cllr. Tony Flaherty requested that the lane at the rear of Teffia Park be examined as it was becoming an area for illegal dumping.

(2)
Cllr. Tony Flaherty requested to know what the hold-up was with the E.S.B. at Cartron Breac and it was agreed to write to the E.S.B. in this regard.

(3)
Cllr. Peggy Nolan complimented the Tidy Towns Committee on the increased marks received in the Tidy Towns Competition and complimented the organisers of the marathon for a job well done.

(4)
Cllr. Peggy Nolan congratulated the Town and County Councils on being nominated for an award under the Chambers Ireland Project Competition.  

(5)
Cllr. Peggy Nolan asked that the storm drains be cleaned out in advance of the winter weather conditions.

(6)
Cllr. Brendan Farrell noted that four young children had died recently from sudden death syndrome and requested that we write to the Minister for Finance requesting that he remove vat on defibrillators.

(7)
Cllr Farrell also requested that split ramps be used in future in all traffic calming projects to facilitate emergency vehicles.

(8)
Cllr. James Keogh complimented the organisers of the music and dance week-end in Drumlish and stated that this theme should be extended county wide and marketed as a country music centre.  It was agreed to take this matter up with the County Longford Tourism Committee. 

(9)
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that Ardagh Convent and lands were now up for sale and it was agreed to request the County Council to write to the Department of Education requesting that it be purchased by them and used as a third level institution.

(10)
All the members present wished success to the up-coming Banjo Festival.     

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: ________________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed: ________________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:    16th September, 2007.

