COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

12th December 2007 at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager


Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager


Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

PRAYER

The prayer was recited by the Town Clerk.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty seconded by Mayor Paul Connell, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 14th November 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  AND  

APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA  SINCE  

THE PREVIOUS  MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested to know the present position with the application for the retention of a depot at the Ardagh Road.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that this depot was located on a junction leading to Ardagh Village and many of the surrounding junctions had been upgraded by the Town Council and the Longford Tidy Towns and Cllr. Mitchell stated that a more appropriate location should be sought for this depot.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty raised an issued of unauthorised development at Templemichael Terrace where a Warning Notice had been previously issued.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that work had recommenced on this project and it was agreed to have this matter further examined.

Items adjourned from November Meeting of the Council 

DESIGNATION  OF  TAXI  RANKS 

It was agreed to defer consideration of this item to the February meeting of the Council.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated at the November meeting of the Council and the Town Clerk updated this report for the December meeting of the Council and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes 

Gate at Teffia Park 

This matter has been referred to the Litter Warden.  

(2)
Longford Sport and Leisure Ltd. – The Mall 

(a) Outdoor Basketball and Tennis Court 

Work has commenced on this project.

(b) Public lighting in the Mall Walk

Work has commenced on this project.

(c) Levelling and draining of grassed area  

Work to commence shortly.

(d)  
Extension to Gymnasium  

Tender documents being prepared.

(3)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 


1st  phase - completed and awaiting public lighting.

2nd phase – boundary walls in progress.  

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that sign posting should be provided at various locations around the town to ease problems for visitors to the town in identifying the appropriate car parks and to investigate the possibility of producing a suitable map outlining the various car parks and other features. 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that Longford Chamber had intended introducing a shopping promotion for week-end for Longford and requested that Longford Town Council provide free car parking in their car parks for the week-end.

After much discussion it was noted that we had no advance warning of this proposal and it was not possible to market or advertise the facility and on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, the following amendment was proposed:-

“That the Town Council do not agree to the provision of free car parking for the week-end” and on a vote the amendment was carried by six votes to three.

Mayor Paul Connell noted that no formal proposal had been received from Longford Chamber and he wished all the traders every success over the Christmas season. 

(4)
Roadworks Programme 2007


Spur road at Glack completed.  


Traffic calming at Farnagh Hill completed.


Public lighting at Springlawn completed.


Roadworks at Lisbrack in progress. 

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised the issue of traffic calming at Farnagh Hill and he stated that more advance notice and illuminated signs should be put in place.  It was noted that this was dangerous and requested that this matter be re-examined.

Mayor Paul Connell also requested that this traffic calming at Farnagh be examined it was agreed to take this matter up with the Town Engineer.

(5)
Housing


(a)
Housing Development at Ballymahon Road 



Work is at foundation stage. 

The members spoke of the need to keep the road free from muck and it was agreed to request Elliotts to provide a road sweeping machine for this work.

(b) 12 St. Mel’s Road – refurbishing work ongoing

21 Templemichael Terrace – refurbishing work ongoing

14 Chapel Street – extension work ongoing

52 Springlawn – D.P.G. work ongoing 

Central heating scheme is ongoing.


(6)
Chambers Ireland Awards 

The Mayor recently accepted a National Award in this event on behalf of the Town Council for the Bio Diesel Project.

The Town Council has also been nominated for an award for the LAMA  Awards 2007.

(7)
Canal Project  

(a)
Work has commenced on the provision of footway and cycle path on the western side of the canal at Farneyhoogan Bridge.  Advance works for public lighting are also being installed as part of this project. 

(b)  
We have recently received confirmation from Waterways 

Ireland that they have included a study into the re-opening of the Longford Branch of the Royal Canal in its Corporate Plan 2008 – 2010.  The study will examine the existing abandoned canal branch route and consider the options to reopen this branch from the Royal Canal to Longford Town and the reopening of the old harbour.

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty it was unanimously agreed to invite representatives from the Royal Canal Amenity Group to the February meeting of the Council. 

(8)
Arts Committee 


The Council sub-committee has met and agreed the appointment of  

an independent advisor and a site for the project is now being examined.


Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested that this committee meet early in the new year with a view to finalising a site for the proposed sculpture.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Cluid Housing 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Farrell and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

“That this Council make a qualified existing member of staff to specifically act as a ‘watchdog’ to oversee present and existing Cluid Private Housing Developments and charged with ensuring compliance by that Company with keeping up their end on any contract, especially in respect of house maintenance and estate management and maintenance”. 

Cllr. Farrell stated that no maintenance was being done by Cluid and unqualified people were now carrying out skilled work.  He stated that Cluid now had a large amount of property and tenants.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that he did not agreed with the Cluid philosophy and it was agreed that this matter would be referred to the Cluid sub-committee for consideration early in the new year.

CONFERENCES 

The following list of conferences were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
National Tourism Conference, Clare Tourist Council and Clare County Council – Falls Hotel, ennistymon, Co. Clare – 23rd / 24th November 2007.

2)
Pathfinding Conference – Regency Hotel, Swords Road, Dublin – 1st December 2007.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the members was noted.

Items for December Meeting of the Council 

CAR  PARK  BYE-LAWS – AMENDMENTS  TO  INCLUDE  

CAR  PARK  AT  BALLYMAHON  STREET, LITTLE  

WATER  STREET  AND  MARKET  SQUARE  

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell the Car Park Bye-Laws Amendments were adopted and it was agreed to go to public consultation in this regard.

DECLARATION  OF  PUBLIC  ROAD  BETWEEN 

MARKET  SQUARE  AND  BALLYMAHON  STREET  CAR PARK

On the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to proceed to public consultation stage on this proposal.

TAKING  IN  CHARGE  -  PUBLIC  CONSULTATION  -

VIEWMOUNT  COURT, DUBLIN ROAD  AND  

TOWNPARKS  INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE 

On the proposal of Mayor Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell, it was agreed to proceed to public consultation stage.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised an issue of the housing scheme in Glack where the estate had not been taken in charge and it was agreed to have this matter further examined.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Little Water Street

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council discuss the loss of business to traders in Little Water Street due to constant illegal parking of cars at the top of the street”.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that business people in this area were unable to gain access to their premises and stated that the traffic management at this location was poor.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that the Council had handed over fourteen car parking spaces to the developers and that the needs of the business people need to be co-ordinated to a manageable traffic plan.

It was agreed to examine the conditions of planning in relation to this proposal and to refer the matter to the traffic wardens and to the Gardai for daily observation and enforcement.

Dangerous Bends

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Alan Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

"That the Town Engineer investigate the feasibility of removing the two dangerous bends on the Ferefad Road between the Ardagh Road and Ballymakeegan Junction and report back to the Council on what work the Council proposes to carry out and the likely timeframe for the completion of such works." 

It was agreed that this matter would be examined in the 2008 Roadworks Programme.

Development Officer 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Michael Connellan:-

“That Longford Town Council support and consider the part funding and the appointment of a development officer in conjunction with the Football Association of Ireland and Longford County Council”. 

Cllr. Connellan stated that he wished to withdraw this motion.

CONFERENCES 

The following list of conferences were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Wolfe Event Management, Seminar on Crime – Greenhills Hotel, Limerick  –  24th/25th January 2008.

2)
Mid-West  Regional  Authority – Woodlands House Hotel,  Adare,  Co. Limerick  –  8th February 2008.


3)
Colmcille Heritage Winter School – Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal – 29th February / 2nd March 2008. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the members was noted.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that there was a serious drug issue in the town where dangerous drugs were freely available.  Cllr. Flaherty spoke of the need to educate our youth and to request that meetings be arranged with the H.S.E., the Gardai, Councillors from the Mid-Longford area, the Chamber and the Department of Education and Drug Awareness Groups under the auspices of a Drugs Forum.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that emergency personnel on call-out should have a card on display in their vehicles to allow for free parking in an emergency situation.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that a report be prepared for a future meeting of the Council in relation to the traffic management at the Gala Station on the Dublin Road, Longford.

Mayor Paul Connell requested that the Casual Trading Laws in relation to the Market Square be examined.

Mayor Connell also stated that an unsatisfactory situation was taking in St. Mel’s College where toilets were locked during lunch hour and it was agreed to refer this matter to the President of the College.

That concluded the business of the meeting and Mayor Connell wished all of the members and the Council Executive a very Happy Christmas a Prosperous New Year.

Signed:____________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:____________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:    9th January, 2008.  

