COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

14th November 2007 at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager


Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer


Mayor Paul  Connell opened the meeting and on the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, a vote of congratulations was extended to Cllr. Michael Connellan on his recent engagement. 

All of the members present extended congratulations to Cllr. Connellan. 

Cllr. Michael Connellan on his own behalf and on behalf of his fiancé Anne thanked the members for their good wishes.

A vote of congratulations was also extended to the staff Longford Town Council who won a national award in the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards.

A special note of congratulations was extended to Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer, and Mr. P.J. O’Donohue, Town Foreman, on their positive input into the project.

All of the members present extended congratulations to the staff of the Town Council on this award.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Tuesday 16th October 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan, the Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 24th October 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  AND  

APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA  SINCE  

THE PREVIOUS  MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that unauthorised development in respect of Ref. 81/07  was being carried out and requested immediate action in relation to enforcement in this case and it was agreed to have this matter urgently examined.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested to know what the Council’s policy was in relation to unauthorised development.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that it was Council policy to pursue any unauthorised development either by means of warning notice enforcement or court injunction.  However, he stated that the retention permission allowed developers in the case of unauthorised use to seek for retention for the development.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the message should go out loud and clear from this Council that planning conditions must be adhered to and that any unauthorised development will be severely penalised.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested to know what the situation was with the Assistant Planner employed by the Town Council and he was informed that the Council had no approval for a full-time planner.  However, provision was made in the budget for this appointment.

Cllr. Mitchell proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. Warnock, that a resolution be sent to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting lifting of the embargo to employ an assistant planner.    

PRESENTATION  BY  ARTS  OFFICER 

Mr. Fergus Kennedy, Arts Officer, addressed the meeting and informed the members of the Per Cent Per Art Scheme which was operated by the Department of the Environment which allowed Local Authorities to set aside 1% from the Capital Budget for projects towards an art scheme.  Mr. Kennedy said that there was no minimum in respect of cost for this project. 

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed that the promotion of the per cent per art scheme should be included as policy in the Town Development Plan.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that he was a lover of the arts and he requested that the old stone buildings on Great Water Street backing onto the river should be the subject for artistic development.

It was noted that the Council had already a sub-committee dealing with the arts in place and it was noted that approval had been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for a feature as part of the Fonderman Development.

At the request of Cllr. Christy Warnock, it was agreed to look at the Well on Geraldine Terrace once again.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that the Memorial at Ellis Island in New York showing a family arriving on the boat could be replicated at the Canal to that of a family departing from this location.

Mayor Paul Connell, on behalf of the members, thanked Mr. Kennedy for his enlightening contribution to the meeting and it was agreed to keep this matter under continuous review.

PRESENTATION  BY  RAPID  CO-ORDINATOR  

Mr. Frank Horne, Rapid Co-Ordinator, addressed the members and he set out his report to the Town Council in respect of the year’s activities as follows:-

Longford Town Council received €175,000 for a community  CCTV.  50% of this fund was granted by RAPID and this was an early need that was identified by the RAPID programme.

The RAPID programme received €125,000 under the Dormant Account Funds RAPID Additionally Fund.  The Area Implementation Team agreed the following allocations projects that met the strict criteria of this funding:- 

- 
€35,000 has been applied for under the Capital arm of the fund to the LEAP Project to fit out their proposed new premises to facilitate the expansion and quality of their services. 

- 
The RAPID has identified the need for additional staff for this project and DJELR are to provide extra staff support.

MacEoin Park in partnership with Acorn CDP have applied for Capital fund of €30,000 to refurbish the building at the top of MacEoin Park as a training room and changing facility.

Acorn CDP have applied for €40,000 for an estate based Outreach Worker to work with young people from revenue arm of the fund.

€18,000 has been applied for to run soccer camps for children from Local Authority Estates in the summer of ‘08 and ‘09.

Sports Capital Programme 

The Area Implementation Team endorsed an application by Longford Town Council to refurbish the basketball courts.  €60,000 was granted and €12,000 of this was RAPID Funded.

LEVERAGE FUNDING 2007 / 2008 - Funding €100,000

- 
Fence erected at Pauric Collum Heights.

- 
Boundaries and gates constructed at the rear of houses numbered 28 to 47 MacEoin Park.

- 
Large fence erected with gates at the top of MacEoin Park leading up to pre-school and football area. New door guards on pre-school doors.

-
Footpath from the Hollows down to the main road Farnagh Hill.

- 
Wall at the rear of Willow house and OPD's in Ardnacassa.

- 
Gates hung at drain in Springlawn.

- 
Replacement of damaged trees on estates and changing of tree ties on all trees around the town.

Future Funding is to include:-

· the installation of gates at Springlawn, 

· the closing of laneways at MacEoin Park

· landscaping at O’Connor Tce

· replacements of seats at Templemichael Tce



· tree planting 

· community gardens

· installation of gates in Pauric Collum Heights

LEVERAGE FUNDING TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES 2006/2007 Funding €50,000

Oakvale 

   Deanscurragh 

   GrianArd 
   Ardnacassa


PLAYGROUNDS LEVERAGE - Funding annually €66,000

An Adventure/Trim Trail has been installed at the Mall.  This is to complement the existing playground (the extension of this was previously funded by RAPID.)

A multi purpose sports facility is to be installed in MacEoin Park in the near future at the top of the estate.

COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL PROJECTS

RAPID highlighted the need for community Gardai from the inception of the programme and this year four Gardai were allocated to estates around Longford town. This project has been very successful and a soccer competition was run by the Gardai on the new all weather pitch at the end of August. Another competition is planned in the near future. These initiatives have lead to close working relations between Local Authority Staff and the Gardai. 

Longford County Council has provided two houses for community use.  One in Pauric Collum Heights for use by council staff for clinics and after schools clubs. The second house is in Garvey's lane and is an administrative centre for the Acorn CDP and provides a counselling service and meeting facilities.

The RAPID programme with Longford Local Authorities supports the childcare facilities in MacEoin Park and Springlawn. Both of these centres are very successful with a very good number of children availing of the services. These services includes pre-school and after school services and employ up to 12 staff. 

The community recycling project continues to be a success in MacEoin Park and was short listed for a Repak National Award.

Rapid supported the development of a community garden at the rear of the community house in MacEoin Park.

RAPID in partnership with The Library service, Longford Youth Service, The Nigerian Professional Diaspora, Acorn CDP, MacEoin Residence Association Ltd, Springlawn Community Childcare Group Ltd and Longford Town and County Council ran an Intercultural and Playday at Longford Rugby Club. Longford Local Authorities are one of the first Local Authorities in the country to support National Playday on July 14th 2007. The day was opened by the Town Mayor and the Ambassador of Nigeria was in attendance. The day was very well supported by a broad cross section of the population.

FUTURE PROJECTS

RAPID at a regional level are meeting with the newly appointed Youth Officers to look at Youth Service Provision. Longford RAPID has identified the need for a comprehensive youth service.

Meeting between RAPID and Barnardos have been on going with a view to undertaking research into the possibility of a family resource centre. 

MacEoin Park Childcare Group have submitted an expression of interest in a capital grant for a purpose built childcare facility.

Consultations with AIT and local communities in regard to next round of Playground funding.

Cluid Housing Association are seeking to convert their existing building into a facility that is more accessible for older people and seek capital funding for a new Childcare Building as part of the St. Michaels’ Road regeneration.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested to know if the childcare subvention made any difference to the operation of the scheme for low income families and it was agreed to write to the Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children, Mr. Brendan Smith, T.D.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the perception among members was that other towns were doing better under the Rapid Programme and he enquired how we could get additional funding for Longford.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the area of Annaly Park and Annaly Gardens contained a substantial amount of young families and had little by way of amenity and requested that this area be examined to see if some project could be initiated.

Mayor Paul Connell stated that it was up to us as Council and Members of the Area Implementation Team to look and examine what projects we can secure funding from Rapid.

 Mr. Frank Horne, in conclusion stated that the perception that Longford was not doing as well as other areas was incorrect and while we did not produce glossy brochures, however, much work was being done behind the scenes and much funding had been secured for projects in the town.  Mr. Horne stated that Longford Rapid Area was the only area in the country where the Mayor chaired the Area Implementation Team Meetings and he thanked the members for the courtesy extended to him.

PRESENTATION  BY  LONGFORD  TIDY  TOWNS  COMMITTEE 

Mr. Andy O’Dowd, Chairman of Longford Tidy Towns Committee, thanked the members for affording him the opportunity to speak at the meeting.  Mr. O’Dowd outlined to the members the substantial progress which had been made in the Tidy Towns Competition in the last your years.  He stated that the improvements carried out in the Three Year Development Plan 2005 to 2007 by Longford County Council, Longford Town Council and Longford Tidy Towns Committee were substantial.  Mr. O’Dowd stated that much work needed to be done in relation to the approach roads and he pointed out to the meeting a number of areas in the town where appropriate works might be carried out and it was agreed to have these examined.

Mr. O’Dowd stated that he had hoped to submit to the meeting plans for implementation over the next two years, however, these had not come to hand.  It was agreed that the plans when available would be discussed in the context of the upcoming budget meeting.  Mr. O’Dowd stated that he had been unable to secure a meeting with the County Manager in relation to the involvement of Longford County Council in the three year plan.

Mayor Paul Connell requested that Cllr. Nolan might facilitate this meeting as Mayor of the County.

A general discussion followed where all of the members present complimented Mr. O’Dowd and the Tidy Towns Committee on their achievements.

Mr. O’Dowd thanked the members of the Council and executive for allowing him to address the meeting and Mayor Paul Connell, on behalf of the Council, thank Mr. O’Dowd for his input to the meeting.

FIX  DATE  FOR  BUDGET  MEETING

It was agreed to hold the Budget Meeting on Wednesday 12th December 2007 at 5.30 p.m.

The time having reached 9.30 p.m. Mayor Paul Connell closed the meeting in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Council and the remaining matters were deferred for further consideration.          

Signed:______________________ 

   Mayor 

Signed:______________________ 

   Town Clerk 

Dated:  12th December 2007.

