COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 

2nd May 2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Alan Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apologies:

Cllr. Paddie Connellan 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 16th April 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty raised an issue in respect of planning permission 07/23.  Cllr Flaherty stated that this application was included in the list of applications received forwarded to Councillors, however, the application did not appear on the correspondence forwarded to the meeting.  It was noted that the application related to the demolition of a garage and the construction of 3 houses at Shannon Vale and Cllr. Flaherty stated that he was not in favour of the application as there was already substantial development in the area.

Mayor Alan Mitchell stated that recent statistics showed that 23% of houses were vacant in the county and he proposed that the development plan be varied to restrict the construction of apartment blocks in housing developments.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and unanimously agreed.   

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance of the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-
(1)
Housing Development at Ballymahon Road (Fondermans) 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the demolition and removal of asbestos from the site was completed.  

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that he was unhappy with the slow progress in the Fondermans Scheme.

It was noted that the closing date for receipt of tenders was Friday 4th May 2007 and it was agreed to hold a Special Tenders Meeting on Wednesday 9th May at 12.30 p.m.     

(2)
Ballymahon Street Car Park

Progress on this project is slow at the moment.  Attenuation and surface water drainage is ongoing.

Cllr. Paul Connell raised a number of issues in relation to the construction of footpaths and sub-standard work which was carried out to sheds at this location.

It was noted that a commitment had been given to the residents at the commencement of the project that their reasonable demands would be met by the Council and it was agreed to re-enter discussions with them in order to sort out the problems.

(3)
Roadworks Programme 2007  

The Town Clerk informed the members that a number of projects were ready to start but we are still awaiting approval from Health and Safety Authority. 

Cllr. Brendan Farrell asked what was the effect of the Health and Safety requirements on the programme.

The Town Engineer, Mr. Padraig Farrell, stated that two projects for which tenders had been received were ready to commence.  The Town Engineer stated the fact that all our road works were carried out within the 50 km speed limit relieved us of some of the requirements of the Health and Safety Authority. 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan proposed and Cllr. Tony Flaherty seconded that the Council employ a Health and Safety advisor to deal with this issue in relation to contracts and works undertaken by the Town Council and it was agreed to write to the Department of the Environment in this regard seeking sanction to the post.

(4)
Mall Synthetic Pitch  

The snag list is being completed.  The proposed scale of charges was enclosed with the agenda.

(5)
Mall Basketball and Tennis Court  

A grant of €40,000 has been approved for the refurbishment of the above under the Sports Capital Programme.  Top up from Rapid funding will also be sought.  This project will ensure final completion of all facilities in the Mall to give the town a superb multi-purpose sports facility.

The Town Clerk stated that Rapid funding of €8,000 would be allocated towards this project.

(6)
Housing 

D.P.G.  extension to 7 St. Mel’s Court is ongoing

Central heating scheme is ongoing

The Town Clerk informed the members that the anticipated hand-over date of the St. Michael’s Road houses to the Cluid Housing Association was the 15th May 2007.  He stated also that Cluid had appointed a developer worker who will work solely on this project.  During the discussions with Cluid it was agreed that a sub-committee of the Council be set up to liase with Cluid on the project.

Cllr. Paul Connell was proposed by Cllr. Christy Warnock and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell.

Cllr. James Keogh was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell. 

Cllr. Brendan Farrell was proposed by Cllr. Tony Flaherty and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.  

It was agreed that the Mayor would also sit on the committee. 

The Town Clerk also informed the members that the Housing Capital Allocation for 2007 was €6.210 million in respect of the local authority housing construction and central heating grants scheme.

Items adjourned from the April Meeting of the Council  

Bye-Laws for Cemeteries 

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, it was agreed to proceed to public consultation stage with the Draft Bye-Laws for Cemeteries.

Summary of Revenue Income and Expenditure up to 31/03/2007 

The summary of Revenue Income and Expenditure up to 31st March 2007 was noted by the members.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Public Lighting at the Mall

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That this Council seek to have lighting put in place for the Mall”.

Cllr. Nolan stated that the Mall was tremendous amenity to the town and the provision of public lighting in this area would allow the facility be used at night.

The Town Clerk informed the members that an application had been made for a grant under the Social and Community Facilities Capital Scheme for this project.  It was noted that a decision was awaited on this application and the matter would be further examined.

Naming of new bridge at Mall 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Mayor Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council discuss the naming of the new bridge at the entrance to the Mall and that it called the “Philo Kelly Bridge”.

Cllr. Nolan stated that it would be a fitting tribute to the memory of the late Cllr. Philo Kelly to name the bridge after her and it would acknowledge the work and commitment Cllr. Kelly gave to the town of Longford.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that he was opposed to the motion.  He stated that the Mall was a jewel in the crown of Longford and that the naming of the bridge which gave access to the Mall should not be politicised.  Cllr. Warnock stated that the Mall had been given to the town of Longford for the enjoyment of the people of Longford by his late employer on behalf of the representative Church Body namely Mr. Arthur Pearse.

Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager, stated that it would not be appropriate to name the bridge at this stage as no decision had yet been made on its construction or location and it was agreed to defer the motion for further consideration.

Pedestrian Crossing at Killashee Road 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Farrell and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That this Council made an application for the provision of a pedestrian crossing on the Killashee Road, Longford, as a matter of urgency”.

Cllr. Farrell stated that the provision of a pedestrian crossing at this location was urgent having regard to the large volumes of traffic using the road and the increased business and houses in the area.  

The members unanimously agreed with the motion and it was agreed to write to the County Council in this regard.  It was also agreed to write to the County Council requesting that the N.R.A. carry out a safety audit at this location.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences as submitted to the meeting was considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Confederation  of    European  Councillors   –   Mount  Errigal  Hotel, 

Letterkenny,  Co. Donegal   –   27th April 2007.

2)
Greystones Town Council – La Touche Legacy Seminar – Charlesland Golf & Country Club Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow – 28th / 30th September 2007.

Items for May Meeting of the Council

ALL  WEATHER  PITCH  AT  MALL    

The Town Clerk informed the members that he carried out an examination of the charges for similar facilities in the midland area and he recommended charges as set out below be applied to the All Weather Pitch in the Mall.

Peak Hours  -  Monday to Friday 

5 p.m.  to close of business approximately 11 p.m.

Rates  -  Peak 

Full pitch
-
€120 per hour

½  pitch
-
€  75 per hour 

⅓  pitch
-
€  50 per hour

Off Peak Hours 

9 a.m.  to  5 p.m. daily

All day Saturday and Sunday

Rates  -  Off Peak 

Full pitch 
-
€80 per hour 

½  pitch
-
€40 per hour

⅓  pitch
-
€30 per hour

Schoolboys / girls 

Full pitch
-
€40 per hour

½  pitch
-
€20 per hour

⅓  pitch
-
€15 per hour

It was agreed to keep the use of the facility and policy and charges be kept under continuous review.

SCHEDULE  OF  UNCOLLECTED  RATES 

The schedule of uncollected rates was noted.

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AUDITOR’S  REPORT

ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  UP  TO 31/12/2005 

The Auditor’s Report for the financial year 2005 was noted and the Town Clerk informed the members that a number of recommendations which had been made by the Auditor have been implemented.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell:-

“In light of many complaints from visitors to Ballymacormack Cemetery, I am seeking to have signs erected to inform the public of the exclusion of dogs with the exception of Guide Dogs from the cemetery grounds. 

As the complaints of fouling and disturbing plots by dogs causes great distress to families of the deceased”.

Cllr. Nolan stated that the problem with dogs in the cemetery had become quite serious in recent times and it was noted that enforcement of bye-laws in this regard was difficult.  

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that enforcement of the Control of Dogs Act in the Mall was also an issue and it was agreed to write to the Dog Warden to carry out periodic inspections of both Ballymacormack Cemetery and the Mall.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences as submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members, on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell:-

1)
John Hewitt International Summer School – Marketplace Theatre and Arts Centre, Armagh  –  23rd / 27th July 2007.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following matters were raised under “Any Other Business”

Cllr. Paul Connell requested to know the subject matter of a letter  received from Deputy Peter Kelly and from the Minister for Justice and Law Reform.

The Town Clerk stated that this matter related to the installation of C.C.T.V. cameras and he informed the members that some queries from Pobal had arisen in recent weeks regarding the application for grant aid which was made.  It was noted that this was a positive indication of the consideration of the application.

Cllr. Paul Connell also questioned correspondence relating to the extension to the Longford Sewerage Scheme and the correspondence noted that the development contributions imposed by Longford Town Council were not substantial enough to provide the necessary infrastructure to the water and sewerage network.  It was agreed to write to the County Council informing them that the Town Council were not a sanitary authority and had no responsibility for the provision of water and sewerage services.

It was noted that a local area plan was being prepared for the Ferefad / Ballymakeegan area which was the area of land the subject matter of the correspondence.

Cllr. James Keogh raised an issue of sewerage flowing into the Camlin River at the junction of Bridge Street and Little Water Street.  Cllr. Keogh stated that this was the result of mal-functioning pumps at the Sewerage Works and it was agreed that Mr. James Clarke would take this matter up with the County Council immediately.

Cllr. Keogh also stated that an undertaking was given by the Director of Roads at a Special Meeting approximate eight weeks time that the configuration of the lights at Main Street / Richmond Street junction would be examined to improve the flow of traffic.

It was noted that this had not been done and it was agreed to take this matter up immediately with the County Council.

Cllr. Paul Connell requested to know the recommended width and length of a car parking space and the Town Engineer informed him that the measurement was 2.4m wide by 4.8m long and that the spaces provided in the Dublin Street redevelopment satisfied this requirement.

Mayor Mitchell informed the members that he proposed to call a Special Meeting of the Council to be held on Wednesday 30th May 2007 to discuss the following:-

(1)
Anti-social behaviour 

(2)
Rapid Programme 

(3)
Invitation to D.S.  Roads to attend ??

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:________________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:________________________ 


   Town Clerk 

Dated:   21st June, 2007.   

