COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 

7th March 2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Alan Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Apology:

Cllr. Paddie Connellan

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 14th February 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell,  seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

The Minutes of the Meeting of An Coiste Logainmneacha held on Wednesday 28th February 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan. 

The Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 28th February 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes
 
(a)
Royal Canal Project 

A meeting had been arranged for a deputation to Mr. John Martin, Chief Executive, Waterways Ireland, on Wednesday 21st March at 10.30 a.m.

On the proposal of Cllr. James Keogh, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, it was agreed to send a resolution to the Minister for Finance 

“That the DEDs involved in the Camlin Project be included in the Shannon Tax Incentive Scheme presently going through the Dail”. 

(b) Freedom of Town of Longford – Mr. Albert Reynolds  

The Town Clerk informed the members that he spoke with Mr. Reynolds regarding freedom of the town.  Mr. Reynolds said that he was deeply honoured to be chosen for this honour and said he would revert back to the Town Clerk with a suitable date.

(2)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 

Work is progressing satisfactorily with an expected completion date of early May.  

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the decision in relation to the buildings at Killashee Street should be examined in advance of the completion of the car park and it was agreed to contact the Council’s Solicitor in this matter.

(3)
Fondermans  (Ballymahon Road Housing Scheme) 

Work in progress on removal of hazardous materials.  Hoarding being erected to secure the site.  Restricted tender process is ongoing.

4)
Mall Synthetic Pitch 

Official opening by Minister for Art, Sport and Tourism, Mr. John O’Donoghue on Thursday 8th March 2007 at 3.30 p.m.

(5)
MAN  Broadband  


Work on this project has been satisfactorily completed.

(6)
Roadworks Programme 2007 

Further tenders have been received and various works will commence as soon as weather permits at the following locations, Knockahaw, Templemichael Glebe, Ballymakeegan and Lisbrack Road to relieve flooding.

(7)
Housing 


Two D.P.G.  extensions are currently in progress. 

(8)
Town Twinning 

The Twinning arrangement with Noyal Chatillon celebrates its 10th anniversary this year.  A group will arrive here on Wednesday 16th May and stay until the 20th.  Special celebrations are planned which will include a French Market and other french influences and promotions during the weekend.

(9)
Bio Diesel 

Bio Diesel is made from used cooking oil sourced from catering establishments.  It is refined to the same viscosity as mineral diesel and can be used as a valuable fuel.  There are many advantages to the use of this fuel which include:-

(1) A litre of Bio Diesel reduces CO2 emissions by 2.84 kg.

(2) Sulphur emissions are reduced by 20%.  Carbon monoxide emissions are reduced by 45%.

(3) Huge reductions to used cooking oil being discarded down sewers and into landfill.

(4) Bio Diesel is known to be a better lubricant than normal diesel resulting in reduced engine wear and better cleaning of engine diesel.

(5) It is cheaper than conventional diesel fuel.

On a trial basis we propose to convert our three Volkswagen vehicles to Bio Diesel.  These vehicles are ideally suitable for conversion and still qualify for manufacturers warranty.   

All of the members complimented the Town Council staff on this initiative and look forward to positive results from the action.  

ALL  WEATHER  PITCH  AT  MALL

The Town Clerk said that it would not be possible for the Town Council staff to administer and manage the affairs of the All Weather Pitch and he recommended to the members that the management of the pitch be carried out by the staff of Longford Leisure on an agency basis for the Town Council and this was agreed.

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed that Longford Town Council would have control of overall policy for the pitch and any decision in relation to the management of same would be decided by Longford Town Council. 

STUDENT  COUNCIL 

Mayor Alan Mitchell informed the members that he hoped to be in a position to have an inaugural meeting of the Student Forum in April.

BYE-LAWS  FOR  CEMETERIES 

Consideration of this matter was deferred to the April Meeting of the Council.

CONSIDERATION  OF  ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  2006 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Annual Financial Statement for 2006 had been forwarded to the Department of the Environment.  

The members complimented the finance staff of the Town Council in relation to the presentation of the AFS and the Town Clerk informed the members that the strong financial position of the Council over the last number of years was being maintained.

SWIMMING  POOL

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the Solicitors for the County Council had informed him that the terms of the lease of the site from Longford Town Council to Longford County Council were causing difficulties particularly the item relating to the annual rent of €25,000.  Mr. Clarke informed the members that the County Council had agreed that the loan charges in respect of the swimming pool due by the Town Council would be based on a population for a period of twenty years.

On the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, it was resolved that the amount of €25,000 would not be demanded for the period of the agreement i.e. twenty years.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION

Signs 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. James Keogh:- 

“That this Council erect signs on our approach roads and at the entrances to our car parks provided by this Council”.

The members were informed that the approach roads were the responsibility of Longford County Council and it was agreed to forward the terms of the Notice to them.  However, the Town Clerk informed the members that finger-post signs had been ordered and these would be placed at various locations around the town as direction signs to prominent places in the town.  

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Seminar for Councillors – Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo – 30th / 31st March 2007.

2)
Seminar for Councillors – Silver Tassie Hotel, Milford Road, Letterkenny,  Co. Donegal – 27th / 29th April 2007.

CORRERSPONDENCE 

The members noted the content of a letter received from the Department of  the Environment in relation to the extension to the Longford Town Sewerage Scheme.  Various options in relation to the financing of this scheme were being examined by the Department and it was agreed to keep this matter under continuing review.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted a letter received from the Health Service Executive in relation to the withdrawal of the Bus Eireann connection Longford / Mullingar / Tullamore.  The letter stated that the H.S.E. will continue to provide transport services to patients who have difficulty in accessing services.  However, Cllr. Nolan stated that this facility should also be extended to families of patients and it was agreed to write to the Health Service Executive in this regard.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

C.C.T.V.  Cameras for Longford 

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore noted an application for grant aid had been made to the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform and Cllr. Gilmore undertook to follow this up with the relevant Minister.

Cllr. James Keogh requested that the pressure be kept on the E.S.B. in relation to the connection of storage heaters to the E.S.B. Network.

The Town Clerk informed the members that McNamara Construction Ltd. required access and possession to the Town Council Car Park at Little Water Street.  He stated that this would mean a loss of approximately fourteen car parking spaces in this area.  He also stated that an agreement had been made with McNamaras regarding the use of a site at Great Water Street for temporary car parking facilities for approximately thirty cars and that an agreement would be drawn up in relation to the final transfer of  the site at Little Water Street to McNamaras.

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, it was agreed to allow McNamaras access to the site subject to the completion of an agreement.  However, Cllr. James Keogh stated that he was unhappy with the loss of car parking spaces in this area and he requested that negotiations be re-opened with McNamaras in relation to the provision of extra car parking spaces at Little Water Street and consideration of the matter was deferred for future discussion.

The next meeting of the Town Council  was fixed for Monday 16th April 2007 at 7.30 p.m.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:    16th April, 2007.

