COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 

9th July 2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 8.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

Cllr. Paddie Connellan 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Thursday 21st June 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Thursday 21st June 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.

RESIGNATION  OF  CLLR.  PADDIE  CONNELLAN

AND  CO-OPTION  OF  MEMBER  FROM  FIANNA  FAIL  PARTY

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk, informed the members that he had received a letter from Cllr. Paddie Connellan resigning her seat on the Town Council.  Ms. Connellan thanked the members of the Council for the kind support given to her during her term as Town Councillor and all who conveyed warm and kind wishes to her on her recent illness.

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had received a letter from Mr. Sean Glennon, Chairperson, Longford Comhairle Dail Ceanntair Fianna Fail, in which they nominated Mr. Michael Connellan, Junior, to replace Cllr. Paddie Connellan and Mr. Michael Connellan was deemed to replace Cllr. Paddie Connellan in accordance with the procedure laid down in Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that it was a privilege to have worked with Cllr. Paddie Connellan and he wished her well in her recovery to full health.  Cllr. Flaherty welcomed Cllr. Michael Connellan to the Council Chamber.

All of the members present complimented Cllr. Paddie Connellan on her fine achievements while a member of the Town Council and welcomed her son Cllr. Michael Connellan as her replacement.  

Mr. James Clarke and Mr. Dan Rooney, on behalf of the management and staff of the Council congratulated Cllr. Michael Connellan on his co-option and spoke in high regard of Cllr. Paddie Connellan during her term on the Council.    

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested details on the number of planning applications received to date and it was agreed to provide this for the next meeting of the Council.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-
(1)
Matters arising from Minutes 

(a) Civic Amenity Site 

The members were informed that a private operator had been licenced for a civic amenity site at Cartrongeeragh, Longford.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that the civic amenity site was a much needed facility in the town and the members noted that no response had been received from the County Council in relation to the offer which was made for the siting of a civic amenity site at Little Water Street.  

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore stated that a paper recycling initiative was introduced in Naas and it was agreed that this would be examined.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that substantial resources were available to Longford County Council under the WEE Directive but that this money had now been lost to the County. 


(2)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the installation of services and storm attenuation was 90%  complete.


Surfacing works are expected to commence shortly.

(3)
Housing Development at Ballymahon Road

The members were informed that sanction had been received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for the budgeted cost plan and the Town Council were now in a position to appoint a contractor.

Cllr. Christy Warnock questioned the delay in getting the housing scheme off the ground and he was informed by Mr. James Clarke that each step of the process must be approved by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

The sanction to the unit cost as per the tender documents had only been received today, 9th July and an issue had arisen in relation to the contract price which was been further examined.

(4)
Roadworks Programme 2007  

(a) Templemichael Glebe 

Roadworks, surface water drainage and footpath repairs  complete.

(b) Farnagh Hill 

Roadworks, surface water drainage, public lighting and traffic calming in progress.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that the road between Farnagh Hill and Lisduff Cross was very narrow and lacked public lighting and it was agreed to have this matter further examined.

Cllr. Keogh also stated that a crash barrier was required at P.V. Fallon’s garden boundary.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that the roads in general in this area were in poor condition and they lacked public lighting and junctions and crossroads were a danger to roadusers. 

It was agreed to have these matters further examined and a report prepared for a future meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan asked if any decision had been made regarding the laying of a watermain at Connolly Crescent / Blind Man’s Walk by the County Council and she was informed by Mr. James Clarke that he had taken the matter up with the responsible Director of Services and the County Manager and it was agreed by them that this work would be carried out this year.

(5)
Mall 


Substantial works being undertaken at the Mall as follows:-

1) Synthetic All Weather Pitch opened today Monday

2) Existing complex – a new floor has been installed and external and internal paintworks in progress.
The refurbishment of the outdoor basketball courts, the installation of decorative lighting along the Mall Walk and the reseeding of the grassed area beside the All Weather Pitch will go to tender in the coming two weeks.   

Cllr. Michael Connellan asked who would be responsible for doing a snag list in relation to the swimming pool and he was informed that this would be carried  out by Longford Pool Construction Co. Ltd. and it was agreed to take this matter up with them.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the present company which administered the Fas Scheme in the Mall no longer wished to continue in existence.  An arrangement had been worked out with the Chairman of the Company and Fas with the result that the Fas Scheme in the Mall would continue until other arrangements were put in place. 

The members noted the retirement of Cllr. Michael Nevin from the Fas Scheme and congratulations were extended to him on his retirement and on the fine job he did as supervisor of the scheme, jointly in the Mall and Farnagh. 

PART  VIII - BALLYMAHON  STREET / 

KILLASHEE  STREET  JUNCTION 

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that he had prepared a report in accordance with sub-section (3) of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and he formally submitted same to the members of Longford Town Council for consideration. 

Introduction 

Mr. Clarke stated that the report relates to proposed works on Ballymahon Street and Killashee  Street, Longford, which include the realignment of both streets, the introduction of two way traffic on Killashee Street, road resurfacing, diversion of services and streetscape works.

Notice of the intention to carry out these works was advertised in the Longford News, Longford Leader and Irish Independent on 4th May 2007 and submissions and/or observations were invited between this date and 25th May 2007.  Notices describing the proposed works were also erected at each end of and along Ballymahon Street and Killashee Street in accordance with article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001.  This period was extended by a further two weeks between the 6th and 20th of June 2007 in order to comply with the provisions of articles 17-19 inclusive of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2006 – public notice of such extension having been given.

A public consultation day was held at Aras an Chontae on 18th April 2007.  

Drawing Number 2006/1025/001a shows the scheme for the full length of Ballymahon Street and Killashee Street.  This drawing was put on display for the public consultation. 

Nature and Extent of Proposed Development  

Mr. Clarke informed the members that the proposal relates to improvements to the footpaths and road along Ballymahon Street and Killashee Street, Longford. 

As a result of these works the following alterations and installation will have to be taken into consideration:

Traffic on Killashee Street:    The proposal includes changing the operation of the traffic on Killashee Street to two-way

Footpaths:    Realignment and extension to some of the footpaths and resurfacing of all the footpaths on Ballymahon Street and Killashee Street.

Pavement:    Resurfacing of all the road pavements.


Services:    The electric wiring and services to be placed underground and electrical junction boxes to be provided.

Public Lighting:    The existing E.S.B. poles to be removed and replaced with decorative lighting standards.

Trees:    Planting of trees along the footpath on Ballymahon Street.

Bollards:    Installation of kerb side bollards.

Kerbing:    Kerbing to be realigned and replaced.

The proposed works extend on either side of Ballymahon Street, from the junction with Earl Street at the south eastern end to the junction with Main Street at the north western end and on either side of Killashee Street, from the junction with Ballymahon Street at the north eastern end to the junction with Killashee Road at the south western end.

Compliance with Proper Planning and Sustainable 

Development of the Area

The proposals have been examined in accordance with Section 179 (3)(b)(ii) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, and in the context of the Longford Town Development Plan, 2004 - 2010

The proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the following issues:

Longford Town Development Plan, 2004 - 2010

The Longford Town Development Plan, 2004 - 2010, states the following in relation to the functional role of the Town:


“Longford Town is a rapidly growing commercial and residential centre offering to the local population and those in its hinterland a wide range of job opportunities and selection of higher order goods and services.  The Town is an important industrial and agricultural centre for the upper Midlands.  In addition, the Town offers a range of educational facilities, services, and employment facilities.”

Conclusion

Mr. Clarke informed the members that the Town Development Plan provides the framework for the proper planning and sustainable development of the Town over a six-year period. 

Longford County Council commissioned TPi Consulting Engineers to carry out a Traffic Study of Longford.  Included in their findings was a recommendation to make the traffic flow on Killashee Street a two way operation.

Therefore, the proposal for the Ballymahon Street/ Killashee Street Project,as described is in accordance with aims, objectives and policies as contained in the Town Development Plan, 2004 - 2010, and, as such, is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

It was noted that the following persons and bodies made written submissions and/or observations with respect to the proposed development within the prescribed timeframe:

· Councillor Seamus Butler

· Longford Chamber of Commerce & Industry Ltd.

· Thomas McDermott

· Andy O’Dowd

· Ronan Farrell

· Cllr Paul Connell

Summary of Submissions

Councillor Seamus Butler

· Parking should be provided (four spaces minimum) along Killashee Street.

· The light sequence shall be set to minimise queuing.

· The pedestrian passageway from the Blue Yard to Killashee Street should be upgraded.

Longford Chamber of Commerce & Industry Ltd.

· The timings of the lights shall be carefully considered to ensure no traffic jams occur on the Athlone Road.

· Parking should be provided along Killashee Street.

· The plan shall include pedestrian crossings at the Post Office.

· The new car park should be adequately sign posted.

· Traffic Signals should be included at the Market Square Junction.

· Information required regarding construction, road closures, work period and constraints.

Thomas McDermott

· The loading bays should be relocated.

· The trees should be replaced by hanging baskets.

· The parking bays should not be individually marked.

Andy O’Dowd

· Large number of semi-mature trees should be planted along Ballymahon Street.

· An adequate number of litter bins should be provided.

· Adequate signs should be provided.

Ronan Farrell

· Parking should be provided along Killashee Street.

· Provision for loading/unloading should be provided along Killashee Street.

· Footpaths proposed are too wide.

Councillor Paul Connell

· Proposal for a one way system around the Market Square and Killashee Street

The members were informed that the response to submissions was as follows:-

Parking on Killashee Street

The width of the road on Killashee Street is 7m.  The footpath on the northern side has an average width of 2m whilst the average width of the southern footpath is 1.4m.  This width does not allow for the provision of parking spaces on Killashee Street with two-way operation as currently proposed.  It is therefore proposed that the improvements proceed as planned, with the Kilashee Street carriageway to remain as a one-way system pending a detailed analysis of potential alternative parking arrangements to service Killashee Street and a detailed study of any adverse effect a two way system may have on traffic flows in Ballymahon St , Dublin St., and passing through the town centre from the N.5 through New St and Ballymahon St..

Traffic Signal Sequence

The sequence and timings for the traffic signals have been prepared by Consulting Engineers to provide the optimum operation for the vehicles and pedestrians in the town.

Pedestrian Passageway

Works on the pedestrian passageway between the Blue Yard and Killashee Street are to be included in the car park project.

Pedestrian crossing at Post Office

The lights at the Post Office are nearing completion.

Signing for the Car Park

The car park scheme will include the erection of signs to inform visitors to the Town of its location.

Market Square Junction

Traffic Signals at the Market Square Junction are not included as part of this scheme but will be included in a review of the Market Square area in regard to the Traffic Study for Longford.

Construction Information

A liaison meeting with the Longford Chamber of Commerce & Industry Ltd. Will be held prior to the commencement of the construction.

Loading Bays

The loading bays have been relocated such that they are not opposite each other and the bus bay has been changed to a shared bus stop/loading bay.

Trees

Decorative Public Lighting with brackets shall be provided along the footpaths both sides of Ballymahon Street and Killashee Street this will allow for the hanging of baskets in the future.  A few trees may be planted on Ballymahon Street; however, it is recommended that the width of the footpath as shown in the display drawing at Appendix A be substantially reduced to facilitate unimpeded traffic flow prior to the installation of the N5 Western By-pass of Longford Town.

Parking Spaces

The parking bays proposed for Ballymahon Street are in accordance with the requirements of the Traffic Signs Manual.  The spaces are 6m in length and should not therefore cause any parking problems.

The following proposals were recommended to the members:-
1. That the introduction of a two–way traffic system in Killashee Street be deferred pending a detailed analysis of potential alternative parking arrangements to service Killashee Street and a detailed study of any adverse affect a two way system may have on traffic flows in Ballymahon St and Dublin St., and traffic passing through the town centre from the N.5 and the N.63 via New St , Ballymahon St. and the Market Square.

2. That the present carriageway and footpath widths in Ballymahon St. and Killashee St. be maintained pending the completion and commissioning of the proposed N.5 Western By-Pass of Longford Town so as to ensure unimpeded traffic flow through the town Centre in the intervening period.

3. That proposals to implement any eventual changes envisaged under 1 and 2 above shall be subject to compliance with the provisions of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2006 and/ or similar superceeding statutory requirements.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that he had a major problem with recommendation No. 1 in the report.  Cllr. Warnock stated that the Council had employed TPI Consultants to advise on traffic problems in the town and we were now dispensing with their recommendations.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that we were giving the N.R.A. a chance to opt out of carrying out any works by not agreeing to the proposal.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that recommendation No. 1 i.e. changing the traffic flow in Killashee Street, in his view, was not development and was therefore not subject to the Part VIII process.

Cllr. Mitchell stated that this Council had been assured that the sequencing of the traffic lights at the junction of Main Street and Richmond Street would be altered almost three months ago on a trial basis.  However, this work had not been carried out and it was agreed to write to Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Infrastructure, requesting that this sequencing be done immediately in accordance with his commitment.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that he objected to Killashee Street going two way as the traders on Killashee Street needed parking places to facilitate their businesses.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell queried if the railings at St. Bridget’s Terrace could be set back with a view to providing some parking spaces at this area and it was agreed to have this matter further examined.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that in writing to Mr. Roger Timlin, Director of Services, in relation to the junction at Richmond Street / Main Street that a copy of this letter should also be sent to the County Manager.

The members also spoke of the problems which remained on Dublin Street.  They spoke of the congestion which was being caused outside Hughie Doyles and the loss of parking spaces generally in this area.

The members also noted that the works which had been carried out were not in accordance with the Part VIII which was previously adopted by this Council for this proposal.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that he discussed this matter with the County Manager and it was agreed that an estimate for the cost of carrying out remedial works in accordance with the Part VIII proposal adopted by them would now be obtained.

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell seconded by Mayor Paul Connell it was agreed to adopt the recommendations set out in the Manager’s Report and to include the following condition:

“That any amendments that are made by Longford Town Council to the proposal be incorporate into a drawing and that this drawing be furnished to this Council in advance any works being commenced”.

SUMMARY  OF  REVENUE  INCOME  AND  

EXPENDITURE  UP  TO  30TH  JUNE  2007 

The summary of revenue income and expenditure up to 30th June 2007 was noted by the members.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the sources of revenue to the Council were doing well and that a tight control was being kept on expenditure.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences were noted and were  considered suitable for Members of Longford Town Council to attend:-

1)
Sliabh Luachra Summer School – Bruach na Carraige Cultural and Heritage Centre, Rockchapel, Co. Cork – 7th / 12th August 2007 

2)
Kilkee Waterworld Conference – Kilkee Bay Hotel, Kilkee, Co. Clare – 

7th September 2007.

3)
Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend – Strule Arts Centre, Townhall Square, Omagh – 14th / 16th September 2007.

CORRESPONDENCE 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted the content of a letter from the H.S.E. in relation to 

transport services being made available by the H.S.E. to Longford patients and 

their families who have difficulties accessing services to the Midland Regional 

Hospital in Tullamore and Cllr. Nolan noted that arrangements are now in place for people who experience difficulties with these arrangements.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell noted the Progress Report on the implementation of the Waste Management Plan for the Midland Region and he noted in relation to litter fines, that the number of prosecution cases taken for non-payment of “On the spot fines” was 348 and that the number of prosecutions secured was only 58 and it was agreed to take this matter up with the steering group.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following matters were raised under “Any Other Business”:-

(1)
Cllr. Alan Mitchell asked that the drains and gullies within the functional area of the Council be cleaned in order to prevent flooding because of the heavy rainfall.

(2)
Cllr. James Keogh asked that grass be cut in Abbeycartron Lane and it was agreed to have this matter examined.

(3)
Cllr. Alan Mitchell asked that the traffic arrangements at the Gala Station on the Dublin Road be examined as congestion was being caused there regularly. 

Halloween 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the H.S.E. were interested in having another 

Halloween Pageant and it was agreed to set up a sub-committee of the Council 

as follows:-  

Cllr. Peggy Nolan was proposed by Cllr. Alan Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. 

James Keogh.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore and seconded by 

Cllr. Christy Warnock. 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by 

Cllr. Alan Mitchell. 

Cllr. Christy Warnock was proposed by Mayor Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_________________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_________________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:  10th September, 2007.     

