COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 

10th January 2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Alan Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

Cllr. Paddie Connellan

Mayor Mitchell opened the meeting and referred to a shooting incident which took place in the county within the last two weeks.  The Mayor stated that this reflected very badly on the county and spoke of the feud among members of the travelling community.  He referred to Longford Town Council’s record of housing travellers which was very good and stated that this kind of activity does nothing for the reputation of the town or the county.  Mayor Mitchell also stated that the offer from Bishop Colm O’Reilly to intervene was not heeded.

All of the members present condemned the recent incident and commended the Longford Traveller Movement for coming out strongly against the incident.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 13th December 20006 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock,  seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell. 

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

Cllr. Christy Warnock noted that the orders no longer contained names of people and he was informed that it was not longer practice to circulate names with the orders in accordance with the terms of the Data Protection Act.

Cllr. Warnock was informed that these orders would be available for inspection by members of the Council.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members and it was noted that an application for change of use of premises had now been received from Senator James Bannon in relation to premises at Richmond Street, Longford.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes
 
(a) Midoc 

The Town Clerk informed the members that he was not yet in a position to arrange a meeting with the H.S.E. in relation to the Midoc.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty spoke of an incident over Christmas where calls were not returned by the Midoc service and this had happened on three occasions over the holiday period.  Cllr. Flaherty said that the Midoc service was not offering the service due to the general public and were not responding to calls.

It was agreed that the members of the Council would seek a meeting with the Midoc service before the next meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan spoke in relation to the hospital bus service which was due to cease on Friday next, the 12th January 2007.   She stated that there would not be any service available for patients from Longford to go to Mullingar and follow on to Tullamore.  It was noted that this service was operated by Bus Eireann and was little used for one reason or another despite being widely publicised.  It was agreed to write to the Health Service Executive requesting that a dedicated hospital bus service be provided from Longford to Mullingar and from there to Tullamore.

(b) Flooding at Springlawn 

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the previous report prepared by consultants, Nicholas O’Dwyer, in relation to this issue was now being updated.  Revised costings for the scheme were also being sought and when these were available discussions would then take place in relation to apportionment of costs and work to be done.

(c) Meeting with Gardai 

The members were informed that there were ongoing meetings arranged with the Gardai in relation to C.C.T.V. and that a meeting in relation to anti-social behaviour would be arranged shortly. 

(2)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 

The members were informed that boundary walls and domestic garages were nearing completion and the installation of the services was ongoing.  

Cllr. Christy Warnock raised an issue in relation to development at the rear of Heatons.  He stated that this development should not interfere in any way with the development of the Ballymahon Street Car Park.

The Town Clerk informed the members that an arrangement similar to that worked out with the Annaly Car Park and the Court Service would be looked at in relation to this development.

(3)
Mall Synthetic Pitch 

The members were informed that the construction of the Synthetic Pitch was largely complete and the final stage was weather dependent. 

It was noted that this scheme was nearing completion and it was agreed to request Deputy Peter Kelly to arrange an official opening by the Minister for Sport and Tourism where an opportunity might be available to show the Minister the excellent work which was taking place at the Mall and the Swimming Pool and to look favourably on the current application which was lodged under the Sports Capital Programme.

It was agreed that a sub-committee would be formed to examine the renting arrangements with this pitch and this committee would consist of the present members of Longford Leisure.

(4)
MAN  Broadband

The members were informed that all excavation work has been completed except at New Street / St. Joseph’s Road junction and the installation of cables is ongoing throughout.

(5)
Housing 


The D.P.G. extension to 49 Springlawn is in progress.


The solid fuel central heating scheme is ongoing.

(6)
Roadworks Programme 2007 

The Town Clerk informed the members that tenders had been invited for drainage, road and footpath construction works at Templemichael Glebe and Knockahaw.   

(7)
Monument at Canal / Fondermans – Per Cent for Art Scheme 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the scheme required the formation of a sub-committee and it was agreed to put this matter on the agenda for the next meeting of the Council.

DRAFT  CAR  PARK  BYE-LAWS  -  LONGFORD  TOWN  CENTRE 

The members were informed that the Draft Bye-Laws entitled the Draft Longford Town Centre Car Park Bye-Laws 2006 were considered and unanimously approved by them at their meeting dated 12th September 2006.

Public notice of the proposal to make the said Car Park Bye-Laws under Section 101 of the Road Traffic Act 1961 (No. 24) of 1961 as amended by Section 6 of the Road Traffic Act 1968 and Section 49 of the Road Traffic Act 1994 was published in the Longford News on the 26th September 2006 and the Longford Leader issue of 29th September 2006.  Members of the public were invited to make representations in relation to the Draft Bye-Laws before 5.00 p.m. on Friday 10th November 2006.

Mr. James Clarke reported to the meeting in relation to these representations as follows:-

Longford Town Council, at a meeting held on the 12th day of September 2006 considered and unanimously approved the terms of Draft Bye-Laws entitled “Draft Longford Town Centre Car Park Bye-Laws 2006”.

Mr. Clarke informed the members that fifteen representations were received from the following and he went through each of these in detail:  

· Tesco Ireland

· Atisreal Harrington Bannon

· Connells Gift Centre

· Eugene McCormack

· Stensons Pharmacy

· Paul Byron Shoes

· Glitzi Bits

· O 2

· Industria Longford Shopping

· Gerry Ellis & Sons

· Trevor Francis

· The Computer Store

· Spectra Photo

· M & M Newsagents

· Banoffies Restaurant 

The issues raised in the representations refer in the main to terms and conditions contained in a Management Agreement and Deed dated 2nd February 1993 and the detrimental effect that the introduction of paid parking would have on the level of business in Longford Shopping Centre.

He informed the members that the was satisfied that the terms of this Agreement and Deed do not preclude the members of Longford Town Council from exercising their statutory reserved function to make the Bye-Laws referred to.

With regard to the representations which suggest that the introduction of pay and display parking at the Longford Centre Car Park would result in a reduction of footfall which had considerably increased since the introduction of the APECS system some time ago.  Pay and display parking operates in all areas in Longford Town under the control of the Town Council.  It has been the experience of retailers in these areas that footfall and customer convenience had been enhanced since the introduction of pay and display parking.

The suggestions in the various representations received that the introduction of paid parking will have a direct negative impact on the convenience of customers and consequently significant adverse effects on all traders in the Longford Shopping Centre have been considered.  No submission has been made to substantiate this suggestion.

On the contrary, it has been the experience of all traders in Longford Town that pay and display parking is the most effective way to ensure a fast and efficient turn-over of available parking spaces with consequent positive effect on business and customer convenience.  It has further been the experience of Longford Town Council since the provision of pay and display parking immediately adjoining the subject car park that the facility is used to capacity at all times with a quick turn over and has been very much welcomed and appreciated by shoppers including those who are customers of the retailers in the Longford Centre.

In these circumstances, I am satisfied that the Bye-Laws as prepared should now be made in accordance with the terms of the Draft Bye-Laws referred to and recommend accordingly.

Mr. Clarke recommended to the members that the Draft Bye-Laws be adopted.

There was a wide-ranging discussion in relation to the Bye-Laws and the representations received and outlined by Mr. Clarke were considered by the members.

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, the Longford Town Centre Car Park Bye-Laws were unanimously adopted.

DRAFT  BYE-LAWS  FOR  CEMETERIES 

Consideration of these bye-laws was deferred to the next meeting of the Council.

CONFERENCES 

The following conferences were considered suitable for attendance by the members, on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock:-

1)
Merriman Winter School 2007 – Hotel Westport, Westport, Co. Mayo – 27th / 28th January 2007.

2)
Training Seminar for Councillors – Clonea Strand Hotel, Clonea, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford – 1st / 3rd February 2007.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

Cllr. Paul Connell raised an issue in relation to the Minutes of the Meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee for Economic Development, Urban and Rural Renewal, Cultural and Recreational Policies held on 25th September 2006.  In relation to an item in those minutes under Longford Swimming Pool Project, Cllr. Connell stated that this was not a true and accurate account of the discussion in relation to this project and it was agreed to take this matter up with the Director of Community and Enterprise.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan raised the content of a letter received from Letterkenny Town Council in relation to employees engaged or sub-contracted by major contractors and it was agreed to write a letter of support to Letterkenny Town Council.

Mayor Alan Mitchell stated that representations had been made in relation to flooding at Foynes Court in Longford.  While Mayor Mitchell stated that this is outside the functional area of the Town Council it is within the functional area for 

electoral purposes.  It was agreed to write to the County Council to bring attention to the issue.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS

The following issues were raised under “Any Other Business”:-

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that the Laser Warning System which operates to warn oncoming vehicles of “Low Bridges Ahead” is now in operation in Portlaoise and it was agreed to write to Iarnrod Eireann requesting that these be installed at the two bridges outside Longford town.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that a sum of €15,000 had been spent by the County Council and the National Roads Authority planting trees at the Red Cow Roundabout.  It was stated that the developers of this project had spent a considerable amount of money in developing the enterprise and had also spent a substantial amount of money in building a decorative wall and railing on the perimeter of the site.  These trees would in future years obstruct both. 

Cllr. Keogh stated that these were a total waste of money and that the money would have been better spent in carrying out extensive reconstruction work on potholes on the national routes in the town.  

It was agreed to write to the County Council in this regard.

Cllr. James Keogh also stated that he had received numerous complaints over the holiday period in relation to taxi fares.  He stated that taxi operators were not using the meters and were not issuing receipts and it was agreed to write to the Taxi Regulator in this regard.  

Cllr. James Keogh stated that a tenant of Longford Town Council was found dead in his rented house during the week and it appeared he may have been dead for a number of weeks in the house.  Cllr. Keogh stated that the Council should provide a community warden service to the town, similar to that operated by the Town Sergeant many years ago.  

It was agreed to examine this and report to the next meeting of the Council.

Mayor Alan Mitchell reported on a meeting in which he attended as representative of the Town Council with the National Roads Authority.  He stated that it was the intention of the National Roads Authority to carry out work on Ballymahon Street and Killashee Street in 2007 and he informed the members that other issues raised were the N5 Bypass, Mullingar to Longford Dual Carriageway, the Athlone Road Bridge and the Cathedral Junction.

Mayor Mitchell informed the members that the extension to the Longford Town Sewerage Scheme, to include the townlands of Ferefad, Ballymakeegan and Farnagh would not now go ahead on the basis of cost.  It was agreed to write to the County Council and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting an update on this.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:____________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:____________________


  Town Clerk

Dated:  14th February, 2007.         

