COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 

14th February 2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Alan Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk




Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

Cllr. Paddie Connellan

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 10th January 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore,  seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock. 

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes
 
The Town Clerk informed the members that a meeting and a visit to the Midoc Centre on the Dublin Road had been arranged by the H.S.E.  This meeting would take place on Wednesday 22nd March 2007.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan noted that the bus service between Longford, Mullingar and Tullamore had now ceased and Cllr. Nolan also stated that the Midoc Service does not replace the Casualty Service but is in addition to it.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that he had three further complaints to him since the last meeting of the Council that calls were not being returned by the Midoc Service.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that Longford was overlooked in everything that was allocated by the H.S.E. and by the Midland Health Board since 1980.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that the Health Service should be run by businessmen and that business principles should be brought to all their operations.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that these issues should be raised by the elected Dail Representatives for Longford.  Cllr. Warnock also stated that he had personal experience of attending casualty recently and the wait in Mullingar Hospital was three and a half hours and in Tullamore there was a two hour delay.

(2)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 

Accommodation works at Harbour Row complete.  The installation of services is ongoing and storm attenuation tanks have been installed.  Heatons development has been facilitated for the moment and this will be subject to ongoing review as our scheme progresses.

(3)
(Fondermans)  Ballymahon Road Housing Scheme 

The contract for the demolition of the Fondermans building and the removal of asbestos has been allocated and should commence shortly.  The tender for the construction of the houses has been advertised and due to the size of the contract, a restricted tender procedure was used.  It was also necessary to advertise the scheme in the European Journal because of value of contract.  The closing date for receipt of tenders is 27th February, 2007. 

4)
Mall Synthetic Pitch 

The final job here is the installation of the synthetic surface and this is weather dependent.  Thursday 8th March at 3.15 p.m. has been fixed as the date for the official opening by Minister for Sport and Tourism, Mr. John O’Donoghue. 

Cllr. Paul Connell proposed that the synthetic pitch in the Mall should be run by the Town Council and that Longford Leisure should not be involved in its running.

It was noted that it was previously agreed that a sub-committee would be set up of the members of the Town Council who are on the Board of Longford Leisure to examine this issue and it was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council.

On the proposal of Mayor Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to seek a joint meeting with the members of Longford County Council in relation to the operation of the different facilities in the Mall. 

(5)
MAN  Broadband  

The installation of cables is almost complete and this project should be completed at the end of February.

(6)
Roadworks Programme 2007 

Tenders have been received for works at Templemichael Glebe and Knockahaw Lane.  These works will commence as soon as weather permits.  Tenders are now being invited for works at Farnagh Hill/ Ballymakeegan and Lisbrack Road.

Traffic calming schemes to be advertised for public consultation at a number of locations in the coming weeks. 

(7)
Housing 


D.P.G.  extension to 49 Springlawn in progress.


D.P.G.  extension to 7 St. Mel’s Court just commenced. 


Solid fuel heating scheme in progress. 

Mayor Alan Mitchell informed the members that a deputation from the Town Council which consisted of Mayor Mitchell, Deputy Mayor Paul Connell, Cllr. Tony Flaherty, Cllr. James Keogh and the Town Clerk had met earlier in the day with the Minister for Rural Community and the Gaeltacht, Mr. O’Cuiv, in relation to water related projects on the Camlin River and on the Royal Canal.

The members of the delegation present stated that the meeting was a very positive one and it was agreed to seek a meeting with the Chief Executive Officer of Waterways Ireland, Mr. John Martin, in the near future in relation to the development of the branch line of the Royal Canal from Killashee /Clondra to Longford.

It was agreed that a joint committee of the Town Council and Longford County Council be set up to further investigate these projects and it was agreed to write to the County Council in this regard.

Cllr. James Keogh noted, with disappointment, that Longford had been left out of the new tax incentives scheme for part of the Shannon Corridor and it was agreed to write to the Minister for Finance and the local Dail representatives in this regard.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the old canal harbour in the Market Square could be renewed at limited cost.  Cllr. Warnock stated that the old walls are still in place and this could be carried out at limited cost.

SECTION  183  NOTICE – DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY   AT  HARBOUR

ROW  -  LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL  TO  BEVERLY  GREENE 

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, the disposal of this property in accordance with the terms as set out in the notice was unanimously approved.

SECTION  183  NOTICE  - DISPOSAL  OF  PROPERTY  

AT  THE  MALL  -  LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL  

TO  E.S.B.  NETWORKS  (SUB-STATION)  

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, the disposal of this property in accordance with the terms as set out in the notice was unanimously approved.

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  STAFF:  APPLICATION  OF  

INCREASES  UNDER  SECTION  27.17  OF  TOWARDS  2016 

This application was approved on the proposal Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

GROUP  PERSONAL  ACCIDENT  INSURANCE 

Details of the scheme had been submitted to the previous meeting of the Council and it was unanimously agreed on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Mayor Alan Mitchell, to adopt Scheme B for 2007.

PART  VIII  -  PROPOSED  ALTERATIONS  

TO  MARKET  SQUARE  BUILDING   

Mr. James Clarke outlined to the members the Part VIII process in relation to this development.  He informed the members that no observations or submissions had been received and on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, approval to proceed under the Part VIII process was unanimously agreed.  

PROPOSED  MATERIAL  CONTRAVENTION  OF  LONGFORD

TOWN  COUNCIL  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN,  2004 – 2010 

The members were informed that this Material Contravention of the Town Development Plan related to a planning application for a residential development at Glack, Longford, on the site of an old disused factory and it was noted that the land was zoned industrial.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that there were a number of issues which the residents of Glack requested clarification of in relation to the development and it was agreed that these matters would be further examined. 

It was proposed by Mayor Alan Mitchell and agreed that contact be made with the developers and that they be requested to meet with the residents to see if there was any common ground between them regarding the development.  It was noted that a special meeting would be required in order to comply with the regulations and it was agreed that the matter would be considered at the Special Meeting to be held on 28th February 2007.

PUBLIC  ARD  WORKING  GROUP  -  APPOINTMENT  OF  MEMBERS 

The Town Clerk informed the members that this working group related to a public feature to be incorporated into the housing development at the Ballymahon Road and the environs of the canal.  He informed the members that the Public Art Per Cent for Art Scheme required particular representation on the group and on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Mayor Alan Mitchell, it was agreed that the following representatives would sit on the group:-

(1) Practising Artist (to be agreed by the other members of the Committee)
(2) Local Authority Arts Officer, Mr. Fergus Kennedy

(3) Town Clerk, Mr. Dan Rooney

(4) Town Engineer, Mr. Padraig Farrell

(5) Cllr. Brendan Farrell, Cllr. Peggy Nolan, Cllr. James Keogh and Cllr. Brendan Gilmore.

FIX  DATE  FOR  SPECIAL  HOUSING  MEETING 

It was agreed that the Special Housing Meeting would take place on Wednesday 28th February 2007 at 7.30 p.m. and it was agreed that the following matters would be discussed:

(1) Housing Developments Generally

(2) Anti-Social Behaviour - Draft Document 

(3) Scheme of Letting Priorities 

DRAFT  BYE-LAWS  FOR  CEMETERIES 

The Draft Bye-Laws for Cemeteries were circulated at the previous meeting of the Council and it was agreed that this document would be further considered at the next meeting and submissions made at an early date.

TAKING  IN CHARGE  -  ROAD  AT  OAKVALE,

GRIAN  ARD,  ARDNACASSA  AVENUE,  LONGFORD 

The Town Engineer indicated that the requirements in relation to the taking in charge the roads and services of the above areas were now in place and on the proposal of Cllr. James Keogh, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously resolved to take these areas in charge of the local authority.  

It was also agreed that these areas would be put on the rota for the road sweeper.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Water Street 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock:-

“That this Council put in motion plans to make Water Street one way, in the interest of better traffic flow and in the interest of safety”.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the traffic flow in the lower Main Street area would be greatly improved by making this one way.

Cllr. Christy Warnock also requested that the question of making Convent Road one way be investigated.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the Road Transportation and Traffic Plan which was commissioned by the County Council some years ago in relation to traffic in Longford had not been formally adopted.  However, it was noted that certain short term measures in the plan had been implemented.  

It was unanimously agreed that a special meeting of the Council would be arranged to discuss the implementation of the plan and future traffic movements in the town.

Street Washing Unit 

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Mayor Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council discuss the feasibility of the purchase of a street washing unit for the town and side streets and the inclusion of areas not presently included in the current cleaning plan”. 

Cllr. Nolan spoke in relation to a machine which she had seen working elsewhere and the Town Engineer informed Cllr. Nolan that the Council will look into this and we will examine the value of the machine on a trial basis.

Transition Year Students 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Farrell and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That this Council call on County Longford Vocational Education Committee provide a Safe Pass Course for their Transition Year pupils so as to relieve the financial burden on parents during the long summer months.  Also perhaps a Driving Theory or where feasible Driving Practical Course, First Aid, Safety and Manual Handling courses, in effect courses which will enhance the employability of these pupils.  If the Committee is unable to provide these courses they could perhaps undertake to facilitate them with the aid of the E.D.I. or some other body”.

The terms of the motion were unanimously agreed by the members and it was agreed to take this matter up with the Vocational Education Committee.

Midland Regional Airport 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That this Council seek the feasibility study that was carried out a number of years ago regarding the putting in place of a Midland Regional Airport at Abbeyshrule and that we drive this forward to a satisfactory conclusion”.

It was noted that a joint meeting of the Town and County Councils was to be arranged in relation to the Tourism Project and it was agreed that this matter could be considered at this forum.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members, on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

1)
Confederation of European Councillors – Park Inn Hotel, Dundalk, Co. Louth - 23rd February, 2007.

2)
Colmcille Heritage Trust – Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal – 23rd / 25th February, 2007. 

3)
Rural & Regional Development Conference – Bayview Hotel & Leisure Centre, Killybegs, Co. Donegal – 2nd / 3rd March, 2007.

4)
Kadenza Consultancies Ltd  Training Seminar – Clonmel Park Hotel, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary – 2nd / 3rd March 2007. 

5)
Rattoo Heritage Society – Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry – 28th March / 1st April 2007.

6)
Sherkin Island Marine Station – Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork -  29th / 30th March, 2007. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

In relation to a letter received from the Minister for Finance that money should be received from the sale of the Garda Barracks in Longford should be spent in Longford, it was agreed to seek a meeting of a deputation of the members of the Council with the Minister for Finance in this regard.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following matters were raised under “Any Other Business”:-

It was agreed to make a contribution to the following:-


(1)
Aisling Children’s Festival


(2)
Longford Pipe Band 


(3)
Longford Musicians Group


(4)
Chamber of Commerce for St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

from the budget for the grants for community groups and organisations.

Student Council 

It was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council.

Ethnic Groups 

It was agreed, in light of the large numbers of members of the Polish Community in the town to hold a special Polish night / reception in the Town Chamber at a future date.

Major’s Well Road

It was agreed to write to interested parties informing them that the name of the road between the junction at the Cathedral and the junction at the Bishop’s residence was the Major’s Well Road and not the Ballinalee Road as mentioned in literature.

Freedon of Longford Town

On the proposal of Mayor Alan Mitchell, it was unanimously agreed to bestow the Freedom of the Town to former Taoiseach  Mr. Albert Reynolds.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:____________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:____________________ 


   Town Clerk

Dated:    7th March, 2007.   

