COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 

16th April 2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Alan Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apologies:

Cllr. Paddie Connellan 

Cllr. James Keogh

Mayor Alan Mitchell opened the meeting and welcomed Cllr. Christy Warnock back to the Council following his recent illness and Mr. Robert Cox, Reporter with the Longford Leader, back after his career break and congratulated Cllr. Tony Flaherty and his wife Anne Marie on their recent marriage.

Mayor Mitchell then proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to allow a deputation to address the meeting regarding the use of defibrillators.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell and was unanimously agreed.

Mayor Alan Mitchell welcomed the group to the meeting which consisted of Ms. Eunice Langley, a representative from Dara Ireland and transient year students from Moyne Community School and Scoil Mhuire Longford and their teacher Ms. Killian.

Mayor Mitchell invited Ms. Langley to speak to the meeting regarding the use of defibrillators in public buildings and public places.  Ms. Langley stated that a person who suffers a coronary attack must be treated by use of a defibrillator within five minutes of the attack.  She stated that eight thousand people die each year from heart failure because of lack of CPR and the use of a defibrillator within  five  minutes of the  attack.  She stated  that  there were seven presently in 

use in Rooskey which was a pilot community project and  Ms. Langley complimented the transition year teachers and pupils of Scoil Mhuire and Moyne Community School who were all fully trained in the use of defibrillators.

All of the members present welcomed the deputation to the meeting and complimented them on their initiative in ensuring that the use of defibrillators became as widespread as possible.

In response to queries by the members, Ms. Langley stated that four sites in Longford town would be sufficient to cover the town provided the appropriate personnel were fully trained in the operation and Ms. Langley undertook to do a survey of the town to pick out the suitable and best locations for the defibrillators.

On the proposal of Mayor Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, the support of the Council was agreed for the project and it was agreed that the officials of the Council would keep in contact with the group to bring the proposal forward.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 7th March 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

The Town Clerk requested that the following Addendum to the Minutes be inserted regarding over-expenditure in the Programme Groups and on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, over-expenditure of €305,092 for Programme Group 2 was approved.  

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, over-expenditure of €9,470 in Programme Group 5 was unanimously approved.

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, over-expenditure of €195 for Programme Group 7 was unanimously approved.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, over-expenditure in the sum of €453,073 for Programme Group 8 was unanimously approved.

The Minutes of the Special Meeting held on Wednesday 28th March 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan. 

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

Cllr. Christy Warnock raised an issue in relation to planning permission ref. 07/19 which provided for the construction of a five storey development consisting of 33 No. bedrooms at Lower Main Street, Longford and it was noted that this application was in the name of Cllr. James Keogh, who was not present at the meeting.

Cllr. Warnock stated that he acknowledged that the granting of planning permission was an executive function.  However, he stated that it was Council policy to restrict the height of buildings in the town to three storey. He stated that if this permission was granted it would open the flood gates to other similar developments in the town.  

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that it was Council policy to restrict the height of buildings in the town and this policy should be strictly adhered to.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty and Cllr. Paul Connell asked what the effect of the development would have on the landscape in the area and Cllr. Connell further stated that a refusal in this case might reflect a negative view of the town to any other potential investors and developers.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the granting or refusal of a planning application was an executive function and a decision would be made in accordance with the policy of the Town Development Plan.  Mr. Clarke stated that it was his opinion that the revised policy in relation to this matter referred only to apartment buildings, however, this matter would be further checked.    

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-
(1)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the installation of services is ongoing and the car park is expected to be completed in early May.

Cllr. Christy Warnock questioned whether the expected completion date in early May would be met and the Town Engineer, Mr. Padraig Farrell, informed him that the Council crew who had been working on the project had been called away to work on the housing development at Ballymahon Road.  Mr. Farrell stated that this was to satisfy health and safety requirements and he further stated that health and safety requirements in relation to road matters were 

putting a further strain on the staff resources of the Council by way of increase in the Road Fund Grant.

(2)
Fondermans  (Ballymahon Road Housing Scheme) 

The members were informed that the restricted tender procedure is complete and 8 contractors have been invited to submit tenders.  The closing date for receipt of tenders is 4th May 2007.

Once again the members noted the detailed requirements of the Health and Safety Authority were putting an added burden on the resources of the Council in this area. 

3)
MAN  Broadband

The handover of the project is due in the coming weeks to a Department Management Contractor.


Mr. Padraig Farrell informed the members that the Department Management Contractor would be a private operator who will tender for the work with the Department and will then arrange to offer the various services associated with broadband to the public.

(4)
Roadworks Programme 2007 

The Town Clerk informed the members that tenders have been received for works at Templemichael Glebe and Knockahaw Lane.   A number of items, together with health and safety measures are being organised at present prior to construction.

Tenders have been received for road works at Farnagh Hill /Ballymakeegan and at Lisbrack Road.

Traffic calming measures out for public consultation were Ardnacassa Avenue, Grian Ard, Oakvale and Farnagh Hill.  The closing date was Monday 16th April.  No submissions were received and it was now intended to proceed with this work.  

It is estimated Health and Safety requirements will add an extra 25% to proposed expenditure under the roadworks programme.

On the proposal of Mayor Alan Mitchell, it was unanimously agreed that we write to the Minister for the Environment requesting that the increased costs associated with the health and safety requirements be recouped to the Council.   

(5)
Housing 

D.P.G.  extension to 49 Springlawn has been completed

D.P.G.  extension to 7 St. Mel’s Court is ongoing

Solid fuel central heating scheme is ongoing

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that the costs associated with the installation of central heating in Council houses was excessive and he requested to know if it was possible for contractors to tender for this work.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the County Council had recently advertised for tenders and it was noted that interested parties had tendered for the job from both Belfast and Dublin and these tenders were now being examined.

It was noted that it was too late to submit any revised tender, however, it was agreed to keep this matter under continuing review.

(6)
Town Twinning 

The members were reminded that the French Visitors from Noyal will arrive on Wednesday 16th May and stay until Sunday 20th May.

(7)
Bio Diesel 

The Town Clerk informed the members that three of our Volkswagen vehicles had been converted to Bio Diesel on a trial basis.  The conversion has worked well with zero emissions recorded.  There was no problem in starting any of the vehicles and the Bio Diesel does not produce the smell associated with cooking oil.  It is now propose to extend this to other vehicles. 

(8)
Weight Restriction – Iarnrod Eireann Bridge Park Road 

The Town Engineer informed the members that Iarnrod Eireann had requested that a 3 tonne weight restriction be placed on the bridge at Park Road in order to allow necessary emergency repairs be carried out to the abutment to the bridge.  Mr. Farrell  stated that the works would also require that road closures be implemented during the course of the work.

On the proposal of Mayor Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to proceed with the road closures in accordance with the requirements of Iarnrod Eireann subject to the appropriate traffic management plan being furnished by Iarnrod Eireann.  It was also agreed that appropriate signage  be erected at the N63 and at the Regional Road leading to Ballymahon and on the Regional Road at Ballymacormack Cemetery.

The members also requested that a three tonne weight restriction be imposed in Teffia Park on completion of this work and it was agreed that this would be put in place as soon as practicable.

It was also agreed that Council officials would liase with the Gardai in relation to the operation of the road closure and the enforcement of the weight restrictions.

DEPUTATIONS

Mayor Mitchell reported to the meeting in relation to meetings which had taken place recently with the following:-

(1) 
Waterways Ireland    

Mayor Mitchell stated that a deputation from the Council which included himself, Cllr. James Keogh, Cllr. Paul Connell and the Town Clerk met recently with the Chief Executive Officer and representatives from Waterways Ireland in relation to the development of the Canal facilities at Longford.  A frank discussion took place in relation to the development of these facilities and in conclusion the representatives from Waterways Ireland agreed that the development of the canal facilities in Longford would be incorporated into the corporate plan for Waterways Ireland which was presently under consideration and it was noted that when the plan was approved that preliminary work in relation to the development of the canal would begin.

(2)
H.S.E., Midoc and Casualty Service

Mayor Mitchell also reported on a meeting which had taken place at the Health Centre on the Dublin Road between a deputation from the Council which included Mayor Alan Mitchell, Cllr. Paul Connell, Cllr. Peggy Nolan,  Cllr. Brendan Farrell and the Town Clerk with representatives from the Health Service Executive and representatives of the Midoc and the Casualty Service.

Mr. Donal Murtagh from the H.S.E. outlined to the meeting the various developments with the Midoc and Casualty Service.

A frank and open exchange of views took place between the parties and it was agreed that regular contact would be maintained in relation to information about the services provided.

Mayor Mitchell informed the members that the time was fast approaching 9.30p.m. and in accordance with Standing Orders he proposed to conclude the business of the meeting and adjourn the remaining items on the Agenda to the next meeting of the Council and it was agreed to take the following matter:-

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Tony Flaherty and seconded by Mayor Alan Mitchell:-

“In accordance with Section 18, Sub-section 4 (a), (b), (c) of the Local Government Act 2001, I propose that the relevant period be extended to twelve months from the date of the last meeting attended due to the continued absence through illness of Councillor Paddie Connellan”.

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Mayor Alan Mitchell, it was agreed to extend the relevant period in accordance with Section 18, Sub-section 4 (a), (b), (c) of the Local Government Act 2001.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:___________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:___________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:   2nd May, 2007.

