COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Thursday 

21st June 2007 in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, 

Market Square, Longford, at 6.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Alan Mitchell

Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager


Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

Cllr. Paddie Connellan 

Mayor Alan Mitchell noted since the last meeting of the Council that Cllr. Peggy Nolan had been elected Mayor of County Longford and congratulated Mayor Nolan on this fine achievement.

All of the members present and members of the executive also congratulated Mayor Nolan on her appointment.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 2nd May 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh.

The Minutes of General Purposes Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd May 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

The members noted that there was no contribution payable to the Johnny Keenan Banjo Festival and it was noted that this contribution should come under the Performing Arts and the County Arts Officer.

Mr. Tim Caffrey informed the members that Longford Local Authorities make contributions to Failte Ireland and that he would seek a contribution towards the festival from that source.  It was also agreed that this matter would be looked at again when the 2008 budget is being prepared.

The Minutes of Special Meeting held on Wednesday 30th May 2007 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Farrell, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

The members noted planning application Ref. No. 07/28 and that an application for retention had been received.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated in advance of the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-
(1) 
Housing Development at Ballymahon Road (Fondermans) 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the recommended tender for this development had been forwarded to the Department of the Environment for approval and that verbal approval had been received to the scheme but we were awaiting written confirmation to appoint the appropriate contractor.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that a suitable name should be given to this development and it was agreed to refer this matter to An Coiste Logainmneacha.
(2)
Ballymahon Street Car Park

The members were informed that the installation of services is ongoing.  Storm attenuation tanks installation has been completed.  Accommodation works at Harbour Row have been completed and snag list is nearing completion.  

(3)
Roadworks Programme 2007  

(a)
Templemichael Glebe 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the roadworks, surface water drainage and footpath repairs are now in progress. 

(b)
Farnagh Hill 

The members were informed that the roadworks, surface water drainage, public lighting, traffic calming and footpath repairs will commence shortly as a contractor has been appointed.

(c)
Lisbrack Road 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a contractor had been appointed to carry out roadworks at this location. 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested to know when traffic calming at Connolly Crescent would be done.

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer, stated that this work was deferred pending completion by the County Council of the installation of a watermain at this location.

It was agreed to write to the County Council requesting information as to when this work would be carried out. 

(4)
Mall Synthetic Pitch 

The Town Clerk informed the members that accommodation works between new swimming pool and the new pitch are complete and the pitch will be in use as soon as arrangements can be finalised with Longford Leisure Ltd.

(5)
Camlin River Sub-Committee 

The members were informed that the focus group which comprises of County and Town Councillors and Officials from both met on two occasions.  It has been agreed to commission a study as follows:- 

· Site visit and visual survey of river.

· Assessment of the river for Draft and water depth, Airdraft or headroom under bridges and river width.

· Preparation of an outline Masterplan drawing of the proposed waterway and marina.

· Feasability Report detailing options and further study requirements.

This is based on a programme of four weeks following site visit and visual survey of the river. 

Cllr. James Keogh, Chairman of the Sub-Committee, informed the members that two meetings had been held.  Cllr. Keogh stated that the project would be a huge benefit to tourism and to flooding relief in the area.  He stated that a firm of consultants had been engaged to prepare a hydrological report and it was unanimously agreed to make a contribution of €2,500 towards the cost of this study.

(6)
Housing 

7 St. Mel’s Court – D.P.G. extension complete

21 Templemichael Terrace – at tender stage

Solid fuel central heating scheme is ongoing
(7)
Cluid Housing Association (St. Michael’s Road) 

The Town Clerk informed the members that Cluid had written regarding this project.  They have appointed a Regeneration Project Manager to manage the St. Michael’s Road Development and have appointed a Cluid Redevelopment Team to work with the Town Council sub-committee.  They have also prepared a draft programme for the working sub-group.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell enquired as to what the Cluid policy was on the maintenance fee for repairs and it was agreed to refer this matter to the sub-committee.

Cllr. James Keogh questioned if any of the houses in question would be reserved for elderly persons and it was agreed also to refer this matter to the sub-committee for attention. 

(8)
Social and Community Facilities Capital Scheme

The members were informed that a grant of €150,000 had been approved under the above scheme for:

(1) Public Lighting at the Mall  €120,000  and

(2) €30,000 for the new Access Bridge to the Mall.

PART  VIII –  BALLYMAHON ST. / KILLASHEE ST.  JUNCTION    

Consideration of this matter was deferred to the next meeting of the Council.

TAKING  IN  CHARGE  -  TOWNPARKS  IND. EST. (WILLOWPARK) 

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to proceed to public consultation to take in charge the above area.

APPOINTMENT  OF  MEMBERS  OF  LONGFORD  

LEISURE  LTD. TO  LONGFORD  POOL  CONSTRUCTION  LTD. 

It was unanimously agreed that the current members of Longford Leisure Ltd., Cllr. Tony Flaherty, Cllry Brendan Gilmore and Cllr. Peggy Nolan would be appointed as members of Longford Pool Construction Ltd.

DRAFT  IRISH  LANGUAGE  SCHEME 

On the proposal Cllr. Brendan Farrell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, the Draft Irish Language Scheme as circulated was adopted.

BYE-LAWS  FOR  SPECIAL  SPEED  LIMITS  

IN  LONGFORD  COUNTY  

The Draft Bye-Laws as circulated were noted.  However, the members questioned the legality of the adoption of Bye-Laws between Longford Town Council and Longford County Council and it was agreed to check this matter out further.

DRAFT  SIGNAGE  POLICY  -  ADVERTISING 

Mayor Alan Mitchell informed the members that this draft policy had already been agreed and approved by the County Council.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that we should examine the practise in European Cities and Towns where official sign boards with advertising are erected and these are supervised, maintained and controlled and a charge is levied for advertising on this space.  The members agreed that the Town Council should eliminate the use of sandwich boards in the streets of the town.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the Draft Bye-Laws only provided for enforcement of existing legislation.

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Signage Policy.

SPRINGLAWN  FLOODING  -  PROGRESS  REPORT 

The report submitted by Nicholas O’Dwyers, Consulting Engineers, in relation to Longford South Eastern Environs Drainage Scheme which included Springlawn was noted by the members and it was agreed to keep this matter under constant review.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Street names / house numbering 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Farrell and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That this Council adopt and insist on the recommendations by the Midland Ambulance Service regarding street names, sign posting and house numbering on all locations within our control and to urge Longford County Council to do likewise”.

Cllr. Farrell stated that a lot of time was lost in people trying to identify house locations and numbers in housing estates.

Cycle Network

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. James Keogh:-

“That this Council contact Waterways Ireland with a view to ensuring inclusion in their plans to transform all towpaths into a world class cycle network.  This inclusion would, I believe, enhance Longford as a tourist destination”. 

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that Waterways Ireland had dedicated 1,000 km of old towpaths on Canals for the purposes of providing cycle ways and it was agreed to check with Waterways Ireland as to what input the Town Council would have in this proposal.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that in former days land at the side of the river was dedicated property of the Office of Public Works and the river bank between Carriglass Bridge and Longford Town provided a shortcut to the town for walkers.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted were noted and considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Confederation of European Councillors – Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen, 

Co. Fermanagh – 29th June 2007. 

2)
Training Seminar for Councillors – The Baltimore Harbour Hotel, Baltimore, West Cork - 5th / 7th July 2007.  

3)
Association of Irish Regions – The Malton Hotel, Town Centre, Killarney, Co. Kerry – 19th October 2007.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The members noted the correspondence submitted to the meeting.

Mayor Alan Mitchell noted a letter which had been submitted to the County Manager and the Town Manager from the Chairman of Longford Tidy Towns Committee.  In that letter Mr. O’Dowd outlined three key issues which the Tidy Towns Committee were unhappy with:- 

1)
Litter not being picked up by Council from certain key central areas of the town or from any of the approach roads.  Work in both areas is left to volunteers.

2)
Many bins, poles and some other Council property are dirty and untidy. 

3)
Advertisements and cars for sale abound on our approach roads.  Grass is left seriously untidy looking on some approach roads.  

In the letter Mr. O’Dowd further elaborated on these issues.  In conclusion the letter stated that the entire Tidy Towns Committee was resigning from office and that the decision would not be reversed until such time as their requests are met with conviction.

Mayor Alan Mitchell spoke of the partnership approach which had been agreed and adopted between Longford Town Council and Longford Tidy Towns Committee.  Mayor Mitchell said that the Council’s door was always open to members of the Tidy Towns Committee and that the normal courtesy to enable us respond to the issues should have been given to us in advance of the Tidy Towns Committee going public with the correspondence.

Cllr. Christy Warnock fully supported the view of the Mayor and stated that he was very disappointed with the attitude with the Tidy Towns Committee given the financial and other assistance that the Town Council had given to them particularly in the last five years.

All of the members present spoke with disappointment that the committee went public with the correspondence before a response could be prepared and spoke of the co-operation and dedication of resources which had been given to the committee over the years.

Mr. Tim Caffrey spoke of the excellent work which had been carried out by volunteers within the Tidy Towns Group and he was disappointed by the media intervention in advance of a response being prepared.  Mr. Caffrey informed the members that €1.4 million had been devoted to tidy towns issues between 2004 and 2006 and in 2007 almost €500,000 would be expended.

In conclusion, it was agreed that the Chairman and Executive of Longford Tidy Towns Committee be invited to a future meeting of the Town Council to further discuss the matter.

The following Notice of Motion received from Kilrush Town Council was unanimously supported:-

“To ask this Council to call on the Minister for Trade and Employment to lift the embargo on recruitment via the Fas Job Initiative Scheme”  

It was agreed to write to the Department of the Environment in this regard.  

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following matters were raised under “Any Other Business”;-

(1)
Cllr. James Keogh asked if there was any response to the application for the installation of C.C.T.V.  and the Town Clerk informed him that a decision was due within the next couple of weeks and he had spoken to Deputy Peter Kelly in relation to the application.

(2)
Cllr. James Keogh requested an  update from  Longford County Council on the provision of a Civic Amenity Site in Longford.  It was agreed that this would be submitted to the next meeting of the Council.

(3)
Cllr. Peggy Nolan asked would a contribution be available for the Longford  Rose of  Tralee to attend the annual Rose of Tralee Festival and it was agreed to refer this matter to the General Purposes Committee.

(4)
Cllr. Tony Flaherty requested information in relation to Planning Permission No. 07/23 which he noted had been granted.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that this application had been granted contrary to the wishes of the residents in Shannonvale.  However, Mr. James Clarke, in response stated that no observations had been received from the residents of Shannonvale in this regard. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:______________________


  Town  Clerk

Dated:    9th July, 2007. 

