COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Monday 

8th September, 2008 at 5.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor James Keogh
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. Brendan Gilmore

Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk





Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer
PRAYER
The Town Clerk recited the prayer before the meeting.
Mayor James Keogh opened the meeting and stated that he wished to make an apology to the traffic wardens employed by the Town Council in relation to comments he had made in the Longford News newspaper in the previous weeks. These comments related to the work of traffic wardens in the town and Mayor Keogh stated that he wished to withdraw these remarks and offer an apology to all concerned.

Cllr. Christy Warnock noted the apology and requested that this be sent to the Longford News, the newspaper which had published the article.  

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES     

Minutes of Monthly Meeting

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 9th July 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Michael Connellan, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell.
Minutes of Special Meeting 

The Minutes of the Special Meeting held on Wednesday 27th August, 2008, were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.
Manager’s Orders
The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members. 

Cllr. Alan Mitchell referred to the initiation of legal action to recover rates and questioned if there was a system in place whereby rates could be paid by instalments.  Cllr. Mitchell was informed that this system was in place.  
Planning Applications received and
Appeals to An Bord Pleanala

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

 (1)
Longford Sport and Leisure Ltd. – The Mall

(a) Public lighting at Mall walkway


Erection of light standards ongoing and awaiting E.S.B. connection.
(b)
Seeding of pitch area and running track ongoing and weather dependent.
The Town Clerk informed the members that a design for the railings on the bridge had been submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan. 

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell the Part VIII submitted to the meeting was unanimously approved subject to the design of the submission from Belton Engineering being approved by the Town Engineer and the Architect for the scheme.  
The members noted a spate of recent acts of vandalism in the Mall and a general discussion took place on how this might be prevented.

The Town Clerk informed the members that a proposal to install CCTV cameras was now being examined and it was also agreed to investigate the possibility of erecting gates at the entrance to the Mall. 
 (2)
Housing 

Development at Park Road 


(a)
Roofing nearing completion and services fit out in 

progress.

(b)
Sculpture commission has been advertised and the closing date is 14th November 2008.  The sub-committee dealing with this will then meet to discuss the project.


(c)
The following works have been completed or are in progress:-

Refurbishment of 14 Chapel Street – completed



Refurbishment of 4 Legion Terrace – in progress



Refurbishment of 21 Templemichael Terrace – in progress



Refurbishment of 19 Springlawn DPG Grant – in progress


(d)
The following works are at tender stage:- 



78 Annaly Park



18 Pearse View



109 Teffia Park

Cllr. Michael Connellan raised an issue in relation to unauthorised parking of vehicles in and around the development on the Park Road.  Cllr. Connellan stated that this parking was causing severe inconvenience to residents in the area.

It was agreed that this matter would be referred to the Chief Traffic Warden for attention and that the Town Engineer might approach the contractors to request them to park in the all day car park at the Railway Station. 
(3)
Roadworks Programme 2008 

Lisduff Surface Dressing   

- 
Completed

Farnagh Hill Surface Dressing 
-
Ready to commence

Great Water Street


-
Tender stage


Little Water Street


-
Tender stage


Farnagh Hill Stage 2


-
Tender stage 


Back Lane at St. Mel’s Road 
-
In progress

A general discussion took place on the present situation with traffic in the town and the affect the current road works are having on traffic.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell said that there was no co-ordination of effort for carrying out works and stated that the work at the Flancare Junction on the N63 should not have commenced while the diversion at Richmond Street was in place.


Cllr. Paul Connell stated that Killashee Street should be made two way in an effort to improve mobility around the town.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that a promotional campaign to encourage children to walk to school should be initiated.

Cllr. Christy Warnock asked if the Gardai had been approached in relation to carrying out traffic management during the course of the road works. 
It was agreed to write to the Gardai and request that mobile controls be put in place between the hours of 8.30a.m. and 9.30a.m. and 4.30p.m. and 6.30p.m. to alleviate traffic congestion. 
It was also agreed to write to the County Council and seek a meeting with the various road engineers responsible for the work.
(4)
Bye-Laws
It was agreed to amend Longford Town Parking Bye-Laws to incorporate the following:-

(1)
A loading bay and a bus bay at the Central Assess Route (Rue Noyal Chatillon).

The members noted the difficulty in illegal parking on disabled bays 

and it was agreed to insert a clause in the bye-laws to cover clamping 

of cars in such cases. 

It was also agreed to amend the bye-laws to incorporate paid parking 

in Camlin Mews and to provide permits for the residents there.  

(5)
Planning Applications Received 




Jan. – Aug.


Jan. – Dec. 


2005

        28


        43 


2006

        44


        63 


2007

        50


        69 


2008 

        53

Summary of Revenue Income and 

Expenditure  up to 30th June 2008

The summary of Revenue Income and Expenditure up to 30th June 2008 was noted by the members.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Litter Problem

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell:-

“That Longford Town Council contact Longford County Council with a view to tackling the litter problem in and around the approach roads to the town and all the other black spots in and around the town, in view of the fact that Longford Town finished 52nd out of 55 towns in the Irish Business Against Litter Report”.

It was agreed that this matter would be taken up with Longford County Council.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that the adjudication in the IBAL Report was discriminatory and unfair.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the IBAL adjudication was considered unfair and also stated that the court system in dealing with litter summonses was very unsatisfactory.

Cllr. Paul Connell stated that the watering of flowers was not carried out satisfactorily during the summer months and it was agreed to have this matter further examined. 

Speed Ramps at Killashee Street 
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council provide speed ramps immediately at Killashee Street”.
It was noted that this was a national route and therefore the responsibility of the County Council and it was agreed to refer the matter to them for attention.

Shuttle Bus Service
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:- 

“Due to the closure of Richmond Street, that this Council seek a meeting with the private transport providers i.e. buses with a view to encouraging a shuttle bus service throughout the town for the duration of the closure”.

The Town Clerk informed the members that Longford Community Resources Ltd. were examining such a proposal and it was agreed to investigate this further and see if any funding might also come from the Rapid Programme.
Longford Farmer’s Market 

Mayor James Keogh noted that there was a number of people present from the Longford Farmer’s Market and he proposed to take this matter ahead of the order of business.
The Town Clerk informed the members that the Farmer’s Market are currently trading under the Casual Trading Act 1995 which allows local authorities to make bye-laws in relation to the control, regulation, supervision and administration of casual trading.  These bye-laws provide for trading in designated spots on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday of each week.  The members were also informed that market rights in relation to the Market Square allows traders to sell fresh farm produce on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  The Town Clerk informed the members that a proposal to develop and regenerate Breaden’s Lane as a market place with all necessary facilities to include water and electricity was being examined.  However, it was noted that the Longford Farmer’s Market were not willing to move to this location.

Cllr. Christy Warnock proposed that the Farmer’s Market be allowed trade on the Market Square and this was seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell.  However, Cllr. Alan Mitchell cautioned this proposal as it might lead to a free for all on the Market Square of a large number of traders.

It was agreed to investigate if bye-laws could be amended to allow for trading on Friday between the hours of 9.00a.m. and 3.00p.m. and to limit such trading to Longford Farmer’s Market.  It was agreed to refer this matter to the Council’s legal advisor.

The meeting then concluded and the remaining matters were deferred for consideration at the next meeting of the Council.
Signed:__________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:__________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:   8th October 2008. 
