COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

8th October, 2008 at 6.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor James Keogh
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. Brendan Gilmore

Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Deputy Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk





Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer



Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer 

PRAYER
The Town Clerk recited the prayer before the meeting.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty extended best wishes and a speedy recovery to Mr. James Clarke on his recent illness and all of the members present associated themselves with these good wishes. 
CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES     

Minutes of Monthly Meeting

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 8th September 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.
Manager’s Orders
The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members. 

Cllr. Cllr. Paul Connell requested that the members be forwarded with the Manager’s Orders with the names of the relevant people inserted on the orders and it was agreed that this would be done for all future meetings.
Planning Applications received and
Appeals to An Bord Pleanala

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty noted planning application 08/36 which was granted against all recommendations of the members.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that this was an application for retention and that this type of application should not be allowed.
Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that this was happening all too often and one particular application for retention the design of the shopfront did not fit in with the streetscape.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the executive should be more forthright in enforcement proceedings against such applications and Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that these applications will only cease when the Council take forceful action against developers. 
TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes 


(a)
Decorative railings at Camlin River

The Town Clerk informed the members that a safety issue had arisen with the provision of decorative railings at the Camlin River in that these railings might be used for children to swing on and thereby becoming a safety issue.

Cllr. Connellan stated that he did not think this would be an issue.  However, it was decided to reconsider the matter and prepare a further report in due course. 
(b)
Shuttle bus service
The Town Clerk informed the members that a private operator was in discussion with the Department of Transport in relation to a licence for a provision of a shuttle bus service in the town.  
The Rapid Co-Ordinator, Mr. Frank Horne, was involved in these negotiations and it was agreed to defer the matter pending the outcome of these negotiations.
(c) Parking at CIE  Freight Yard 

The Town Engineer informed the members that he had a discussion with representatives from CIE in relation to the provision of parking spaces at CIE Freight Yard on Park Road.  CIE intimated that there was a health and safety issue in relation to the rail track and this matter would be further considered.    
(2)
(a)
Longford Sport and Leisure Ltd. – The Mall

Public lighting at walkway – erection of lamp standards ongoing.

Preparation of warm-up area – weather dependant.

New Mall Bridge – design / tender stage.

(b) Fas Scheme 

The Fas Project Team are preparing a programme of work for the winter months now that the routine maintenance work is finishing.  Suggestions for development work are invited, to be included in the programme. 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that he was a member of the company involved in the administration of the Fas scheme and he recommended to the members to make submissions in relation to development programme.   
(3)
Housing 

(a) Housing Development at Park Road 

Works due to be complete in January 2009.

The members were informed that this development was progressing satisfactorily.  However, issues arose in relation to the finance for the project.  The Town Clerk and Acting Town Manager both stated that they had been at a meeting that day in Ballina with representatives from the Department of the Environment and the outcome of that meeting was very unsatisfactory from the Town Council point of view.

Cllr. Christy Warnock requested that the situation in relation to the capital allocation for housing be transmitted to Mr. Tom Ryan, General Secretary of A.M.A.I. for his information. 

A brief discussion took place in relation to this and it was agreed, because of the serious situation, to hold a special meeting on Tuesday 14th October 2008 at 7.00 p.m. to discuss the matter further. 

(b)
The following works in progress


Refurbishment of 4 Legion Terrace – nearing completion


Refurbishment of 21 Templemichael Terrace – nearing completion


Extension to 78 Annaly Park – work to commence shortly


Extension to 18 Pearse View – work to commence shortly


Extension to 109 Teffia Park – work to commence shortly

(4)
Willow Park Halting Site


Refurbishment – at design / tender stage.
The members noted the present position in relation to this development.  
(5)
MacEoin Park Gates and Railing Scheme 


Under Rapid funding – works to commence shortly.
The members noted the present position in relation to this development.
(6)
Roadworks Programme 2008 


The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-
Roadworks at Little Water Street – work to commence in January 2009.

Roadworks at Great Water Street – work to commence shortly

Roadwords at Farnagh Hill Phase 2 – work to commence shortly

Resurfacing and traffic calming measures at College Park Road/Blindman’s Walk – work to commence shortly

Lisduff Road surface dressing – complete

Farnagh Hill surface dressing – complete

St. Mel’s Road back lane – complete

Slashers Lane surfacing – complete

Templemichael Terrace back lane – works ongoing

Demesne Lane – water connection works complete with surfacing works to be carried out shortly.
The Town Engineer, Mr. Padraig Farrell, informed the members that roadworks at Great Water Street were being deferred until January 2009 pending the completion of works at Richmond Street.  
Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that clarification be sought from Longford County Council in relation to the completion date for the road works at Richmond Street.
(7)
Tidy Towns 2008 

The Town Clerk stated that Longford Town had done remarkably well in this years competition with an increase of 19 marks.  This goes with increases of 12 marks and 13 marks in the last two years and the town received an endeavour award for the 3rd time.  We will be examining the adjudicators report in conjunction with the Tidy Towns Committee and preparing a programme for 2009. 
All of the members complimented Longford Tidy Towns and Longford Town Council and Longford County Council in relation to this good result and sharply criticised IBAL in respect of their adjudication and subsequent bad publicity caused as a result of their flawed system of adjudication.

It was agreed to write to the IBAL authorities setting our dis-satisfaction with the IBAL ratings and the high marks which were achieved in the Tidy Towns Competition.  
(8)
Tidy Towns Committee - Fix date for presentation of prizes

(9)
County Council site at Knockahaw 

The members were informed that the County Council have been approved for the construction of an arts feature at Knockahaw  (site at Black Bridge) and request nominations from the Town Council to sit on an arts subcommittee to deal with the issue – two members to be selected.
The Town Clerk informed the members that the proposed site might include a landscaped garden with an arch feature and it was unanimously agreed that Cllr. Peggy Nolan and Cllr. Brendan Farrell would sit on this sub-committee.
(10)
The Town Clerk informed the members that the Town Engineer, Mr. Padraig Farrell, was being transferred to the Sanitary Services Section of Longford County Council and that he would be replaced by Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer, who was present at the meeting.


All of the members present congratulated Padraig Farrell on his transfer and warmly complimented him on his excellent work with the Town Council during the past three years and welcomed Mr. Brian McNeela as a member of staff.
Appointment of one member of Longford Town Council

to Longford Local Authorities Place Names Committee  

The members noted that Longford Town Council had already place names sub-

committee in place “An Coiste Logainmneacha” and it was agreed to write and 

inform the County Council of this.  However, it was unanimously agreed that the 

Mayor be appointed as a member of the Local Authorities Place Names 

Committee.   

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the developers of the Town Centre development at 

Church Street / Little Water Street should be written to with regard to the name 
on that development and proposed that Longford Castle Shopping Centre be 
incorporated into the name of that development.
NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Land bank
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell:-

“That this Council acquire a land bank with a view to zoning for educational purposes as a vital part of our infrastructure and to ensure adequate places for primary students of the future”.
Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the terms of this motion had already been included in the review of the Town Development Plan and future action was not required.

Ticket Dispenser

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That Longford Town Council install a ticket dispenser similar to other ticket dispensers around town in Longford Shopping Centre Car Park to facilitate short time parking, e.g. 10 – 30 minutes”.

Cllr. Connell stated that a recent survey had shown that up to 1,000 people weekly were not coming into the town to shop and the provision of a new dispenser would facilitate people who required a short visit to the centre.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the two hour free parking sign erected by Tesco was misleading in that it gave the general public the impression that there was two hours free parking.

It was agreed to write to Tesco and ask them to either withdraw the sign or ask them to amend it.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Parking Bye-Laws in the Longford Shopping Centre were the subject of an agreement between Longford Town Council and Texco.  It was noted that this agreement would be reviewed after a six month period.  Following this review the matter would be further investigated.

The Town Clerk also informed the members that the town centre car park was the subject of High Court proceedings and arbitration proceedings in which neither party were successful and he cautioned against any tinkering with the existing agreement.

Housing Meeting 

The following Notice of Motion which was submitted by Cllr. Paul Connell  and withdrawn by him on the basis that a special housing meeting had already been called for Tuesday 14th October 2008:-

“That Longford Town Council hold a housing meeting as soon as possible”. 

Communal Voucher System 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:- 

“I request the Longford Town Council contact Longford Chamber of Commerce with a view to establishing a communal voucher system in Longford Town, in conjunction with businesses in the town introducing a gift card/voucher available for purchase in Longford.  The communal voucher/gift car will allow people to purchase the voucher and to attract and encourage investment in the businesses in the town”. 
Cllr. Connellan stated that a similar type initiative had been very successful both in Mullingar and Athlone and it was unanimously agreed that the Council would facilitate any organisation in whatever way they can to introduce such a voucher system in the town.  
Cllr. James Keogh stated that he had been asked by a number of rate payers in the town to attend a meeting in relation to the general down-turn in business in the town.  He stated that this down-turn would also be associated with current road works in progress in the town.

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had received a letter from Longford Chamber of Commerce in relation to the same subject and after a general discussion in the matter it was finally agreed to invite three representatives from the rate payers organisation and three representatives from the Chamber of Commerce to the special meeting on Tuesday 14th October to discuss further the matters.

Conferences 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting were considered suitable for attendance by the members, on the proposal Cllr. Tony Flaherty seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan:-
1)
Greystones Town Council, Ards Borough Council and La Touche Legacy Committee – “The Relationship between Local Authorities and the Business Sector – are there lessons to be learned?” – Charlesland Golf & Country Club Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow – 3rd / 5th October 2008.

2)
Local  Authorities  Members Association Annual Winter  Seminar  – 
TF Royal Hotel, Castlebar, Co. Mayo – 28th / 29th November 2008.

Correspondence 

The correspondence submitted to the members was noted.  

Items for October Meeting of the Council 

Establishment and Operation of Joint Policing Committee 

The Town Clerk informed the members that guidelines had been received from the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform in relation to the operation of Joint Policing Committees.  The guidelines provided that all the members of the Council would be members of the Committee together with community representatives.  It was noted that a joint policing committee would also be set up in Longford County and in Granard Town.

The Town Clerk stated that he had a meeting recently with an official from Longford County Council and the Garda Superintendent and it was agreed that a working group would be set up comprising of the Chair of each Committee, together with an official from each Council and representatives from An Garda Siochana to progress the matter further.

On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell, it was unanimously agreed to elect Cllr. Brendan Gilmore Chairman of the Committee.

Amendment to Parking Places Bye-Laws 

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the following amendment be made to the Parking Places Bye-Laws:-

“That Camlin Mews be included in the Parking Places Bye-Laws and that only residential parking be allowed there”.

This was unanimously adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.

Amendment to Street Service Vehicles Bye-Laws 

The following amendment to the Street Service Vehicles Bye-Laws was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan:-

“That the six taxi spaces along Rue Noyal Chatillon along the eastern side of the central access route be replaced with a loading bay, bus bay and car park and that a suitable area be found for the provision of a bicycle bay at this location”. 
In accordance with Standing Orders the time allowed for carrying out the business of the meeting had expired, however, on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders in order to complete the Agenda for the meeting. 
Farmer’s Market 

The Town Clerk informed the members that legal advice had been received in relation to the provision of casual trading laws to facilitate a farmer’s market at the Market Square.  The Town Clerk stated that the bye-laws could be amended to reflect the situation where casual trading by the farmer’s market would be allowed on a specific day to the exclusion of others.  However, the legal advice cautioned that this may be open to appeal by a dissatisfied other trader.

After a general discussion on the matter it was agreed to request the Council’s legal adviser to prepare bye-laws for the provision of a farmer’s market on the Market Square to the exclusion of other traders and to trade only between the hours of 9.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m. on Fridays.

Draft Civic Honours Protocol 

The Draft Protocol submitted to the members was approved subject to minor amendments being made. 
It was also agreed that the matter to insert in the Bye-Laws that the consideration of these honours would be subject to the confirmation by the General Purposes Committee of the Town Council.

Summary of Revenue and Expenditure up to 30th September 2008 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a close cap was being kept on the expenditure incurred by the Council that the streams of revenue were holding firm.  The members were informed that the situation in relation to rates on business premises in the town were causing concern and that this may be due to a number of factors including road works in the town and the general down turn in the economy.  

It was agreed to keep this matter under continuous review. 
The Mayor then adjourned the meeting and the items remaining were to be considered at the special meeting on Tuesday 14th October 2008.   
Signed:___________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:___________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:  12th November, 2008.  
