COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

9th January 2008 at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager


Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

PRAYER

The prayer was recited by the Town Clerk.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES 

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 12th December 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh, the Minutes of Budget Meeting held on Wednesday 12th December 2007 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders made since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED  AND  

APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA  SINCE  

THE PREVIOUS  MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala since the previous meeting of the Council were noted by the members.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes 

(a) Unauthorised development at Templemichael Terrace 
A further inspection has taken place on this site on 4.1.08 and no further works have been carried out. 

(2)
Longford Sport and Leisure Ltd. – The Mall

(a) Outdoor basketball courts – work in progress.

(b) Public Lighting – work in progress.

(c) Preparation of grassed area –  in progress. 

(d) Extension to gymnasium – tender documents being prepared. 

Cllr. Brendan Farrell requested to know if it was a legal requirement that the Town Council should employ a Park Ranger in this facility and it was agreed to have this matter examined.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan asked if the Council had to pay vat in respect of the on-going works in the Mall and she requested a breakdown of the total amount of vat payable by the Council.

The Town Clerk informed Cllr. Nolan that this matter was looked at when the All Weather Pitch was being constructed and a decision was made not to register for vat in order that vat would not be payable on the receipts from the facility. 

(3)
Fás Scheme 
The Fás Scheme at the Mall has temporarily ceased.  A meeting has been arranged with Fás and it is hoped to recommence the scheme in mid February and to extend the remit of the scheme to include provision of childcare facilities in Farnagh as required by Fás.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that it was regrettable that the scheme was temporarily closing and he questioned the link between the existing Fás Scheme and the need for Childcare facilities in other areas in the town.

Mayor Paul Connell stated that the work of the Fás Scheme should be focused on the town as a whole and that one or two extra staff members could be deployed for this.

The Town Clerk informed the members that meeting had been arranged the following day with representatives from Fás and issues related to the continuation of the scheme would be clearer following that meeting.

(4)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 


1st  phase - awaiting public lighting.


2nd phase – final resurfacing to be completed with favourable 

weather conditions.  

The members noted the situation in relation to the Ballymahon Street car park.

(5)
Roadworks Programme 2008  

Lisbrack Road in progress  (2007 scheme)


Draft Scheme 2008 for discussion

The Draft Roadworks Programme 2008 was circulated to the meeting and the Town Engineer outlined to the members details of the programme.   Mr. Farrell stated that the 2008 Programme was part of a three year programme which had been adopted previously by the members 2007 – 2009.

In discussion on the programme, the following issues were raised by the members:-

1) Traffic Calming at Farnagh

The members were informed that this work was incomplete and will be further dealt with under the 2008 programme.

2) Traffic Control at Gala Service Station, Dublin Road

It was agreed to further examine the planning issues in relation to this premises.

3) Public lighting in a number of locations in the town  

In this regard, on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty it was agreed to invite representatives from the E.S.B. to the next meeting of the Council.

4) Traffic control at the Cathedral Car Park 

It was noted that the County Council had proposals in relation to this junction and it was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council and to invite the Senior Engineer to attend in advance of having a joint meeting with the Area Committee of the County Council. 

5) St. Michael’s Road 

It was noted that roadworks were again to be carried out on St. Michael’s Road not withstanding the fact that resurfacing had already taken place at this location.

The Town Engineer stated that the heavy volume of traffic and heavy vehicles were causing damage to the surface.

It was noted that the traffic plan for Longford Town prepared by TPi Consultants in 2004 recommended that a barrier be placed to restrict through traffic from passing and it was agreed to have this further examined.

`

6) Roadworks at Connolly Crescent/Blind Man’s Walk 

Mr. James Clarke outlined correspondence he had received from the Roads Department in relation to the installation of pipe work at this location and it was noted that this work would commence in late February / March 2008.  On completion of this work, resurfacing and road marking can then take place.

7) Traffic lights at junction to Springlawn and Teffia Park 
It was noted that the synchronisation of these lights was poor and had the effect of delaying traffic and that small roundabouts might be a better solution to the problem.  It was noted that these were County Council responsibility and the matter would be referred to them for attention.

8) Back Lanes 

It was noted that Back Lanes at Teffia Park, St. Mel’s Road and Templemichael Terrace would be completed as part of the 2008 Roadworks Programme.

9) Road Markings at Pedestrian Crossings 

It was noted that the road markings at the Cathedral and other junctions in the town needed to be reinstated and it was agreed to write to the County Council in this regard.    

(6)
Housing


(a)  
Housing Development at Park Road (Ballymahon Road)   

– in progress 

(b)  
DPG works at 52 Springlawn – in progress.
Refurbishment of 12 St. Mel’s Road – in progress. 

Refurbishment of 14 Chapel Street – in progress.

Refurbishment of 21 Templemichael Terrace – in progress.

DPG works at 84 Teffia Park to commence shortly.

Refurbishment of 4 Legion Terrace to commence shortly.

DPG works at 30 Templemichael Terrace to commence shortly.

Small windows and doors scheme to commence shortly.   

(7)
Willow Park Halting Site Refurbishment – Notice to tender issued.  
(8)
Canal Walk and Cycle Path – in progress.  

(9)
Market Square Refurbishment  

(a) Market House Refurbishment – coming near to completion

(b) Market Square Refurbishment – recently commenced 

The members noted that work was now taking place on the Market Square Refurbishment and queried if the hoarding surrounding the Square could be relocated to allow for pedestrian traffic to move between Kanes corner and the Market Bar and also to facilitate traffic exiting from the Market Bar side to improve the sight distances and it was agreed to have this examined.

It was noted that signs in relation to consumption of alcohol on the streets had been ordered.

(10)
Dates for meeting to be arranged 

(a) Cluid Sub-Committee

(b) Art Sub-Committee

REVIEW  OF  TOWN  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN

PUBLIC  CONSULTATION 

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that this for information only and related to the Review of the Town Development Plan.  The members were informed that a public meeting in this matter had been arranged for Wednesday 16th January in the Council Chamber, Great Water Street, Longford.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that a presentation be made at a future date of the issues that are common to both authorities, Longford County Council and Longford Town Council.

LEDCo  -  APPOINTMENT  OF  NOMINEE 

Mayor Paul Connell stated that he was stepping down as a Director of LEDCo.  Mayor Connell thanked the members for nominating him to sit on the Board of LEDCo.

On the proposal of Cllr. James Keogh, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, Cllr. Brendan Gilmore was nominated as a Board Member.

All the members present complimented Mayor Connell for his work on the Board and stated that he had served the Council with distinction.

CONFERENCES

The following list of conferences were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Longford Association in London – The Aran Suite, The Galtymore, Cricklewood Broadway – 1st February, 2008.

2)
Dundalk Chamber of Commerce and Newry Chamber of Commerce & Trade – Carrickdale Hotel, Carrickarnon, Dundalk – 30th January 2008. 

3)
Antrim Borough Council & Clare Tourist Council – Dunadry Hotel & Country Club, Muckamore, Dunadry, Co. Antrim – 1st / 2nd February 2008.

4)
Kadenza Consultancies – Clonea Strand Hotel, Clonea, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford – 1st / 3rd February 2008. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the members was noted and the following matters were raised:-

1) 
Cllr. Christy Warnock noted a letter which had been received from the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland regarding the allocation of the Housing Capital Allocation for 2008.  Cllr. Warnock stated that the proposal to cease granting directly to Borough / Town Councils their Housing Capital Allocations and instead to grant them directly to the County Councils was a regressive step for Town Local Government. 

On the proposal of Cllr. Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell, it was unanimously agreed to support the correspondence from the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that there was no change in the arrangements for 2008.

2)
Cllr. Peggy Nolan raised correspondence received from Clonmel Borough Council in relation to the introduction of clamping system for people who were parking in disabled persons car parking spaces.


Members sited a number of instances where disabled permits were issued to people who were not in any need of them.


It was unanimously agreed to support the motion from Clonmel Borough Council that the fine be increased to €500.

3)
Correspondence received from Monaghan Town Council in relation to a call on the H.S.E. to withdraw their decision of September 17th whereby pharmacies will be paid less than the cost price of medicines from December 1st onwards.


It was agreed to unanimously support this motion.

4)
Cllr. Brendan Farrell noted the results of the IBAL inspection and stated that the methodology of assessing a town was litter free or otherwise left a lot to be desired.

The Town Clerk stated that the results of the IBAL inspection had not been forwarded to the Town Council.  However, he stated that the loss of litter free status was down to an accumulation of rubbish in a back yard in a certain estate in the town and had very little to do with the condition of litter on the streets.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Cllr. James Keogh stated that the temporary use of car park to McNamaras at 

Lower Main Street / Little Water Street was causing severe difficulties for 

businesses in the area.  Cllr. Keogh stated that the present businesses in the area 

are more entitled to the use of car parking and should not have to suffer because 

of this development.

Mr. James Clarke stated that the agreement with McNamaras regarding the 

disposal of the site on a temporary basis would not be finalised until adequate off-

street parking was provided by the developers.

Cllr. Keogh stated that the effect of traffic management plans in the area should 

take into account the effects of present businesses in the area.  

Cllr. Peggy Nolan also stated that the development works were causing major 

traffic problems at Little Water Street on a regular basis and that illegal parking 

in this area at night also caused problems.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested to know the status of the planning application of the Longford County Council for the depot at Ferefad and it was also agreed to have this further examined.

Cllr. Mitchell also requested that the height of the wiring between E.S.B. poles in Teffia Park be examined as apparently it has caused a major problem with traffic recently.    

Mayor Paul Connell informed the members that the application for CCTV which had been approved could not now go ahead until a joint policing committee was formed.  Mayor Connell stated that the formation of joint policing committees was under review between the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform and that a joint policing committee could not be formed until this review was completed.

It was agreed to write to the various departments and to seek the support of our local public representatives to allow the Council to proceed to tender stage.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


  Town Clerk 

Dated:  13th February, 2008.

