COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

9th April 2008 at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh

Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager


Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

PRAYER

The prayer was recited by the Town Clerk.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES     

On the proposal of Cllr Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 12th March 2008 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the members were noted.  

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED 

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty requested to know if the Council could issue enforcement proceedings to prevent a tenant from sub-letting the house.  Cllr. Flaherty noted that this development was still authorised and requested that the enforcement proceedings be reactivated.

Cllr. Michael Connellan noted an application from Longford Rugby Club for the completion of an extension to the existing premises and requested that this application be considered favourably in view of the outstanding work which the club carry out.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell noted an appeal by JC Decaux against the refusal of the Town Council to grant permission for an illuminated sign.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that it may be necessary to review the development plan to ensure the Council’s policy against these signs was contained within the development plan. 

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes 

(a) Cathedral Junction

The members noted a memo received from Mr. Tom Murtagh, Senior Engineer, Roads and Transportation, in relation to this junction and the members also noted correspondence from the County Council regarding a joint meeting between the members of Longford Town Council and Longford County Council regarding proposed works at Richmond Street.

It was agreed to write to the County Council requesting that this matter be discussed at the joint meeting and that proposals and further information be available to that meeting.

(b)
Road surface at Little Water Street – patching work has been carried out.

(c)
Parking at Teffia Park Green – Damage caused by traffic and parking.


The members noted that these problems still persist and it was noted that there was no easy solution to the problem.  It was agreed that the Council would open consultation with the residents of Teffia Park to ascertain their views on the issue and it was agreed to invite a deputation to attend the next meeting of the Council. 

(d)
Damage at Dublin Street (Cool Beans) – This work was carried out by the County Council and has been referred to them for attention and follow up. 


(e)  
Traffic exiting car park at rear of Market Square – In 

consultation with the N.R.A., the possibility of opening a second exit is being examined and a further report will be available shortly.

(2)
Longford Sport and Leisure Ltd. – The Mall

(a)  
Outdoor basketball & tennis courts – work completed 

subject to line marking.

(b)
Public lighting on walk – in progress. 

(c)
Seeding of grassed area – in progress.

(d)
Fás scheme ongoing – application lodged for new scheme 3/4/08.


The Town Clerk informed the members that a meeting had recently taken place of the company, Longford Sports and Leisure Ltd. and some Council members expressed confusion between the roles of the Council and of Longford Sports and Leisure in the Mall.


It was agreed that a sub-committee of all the members of the Council would be formed to consider all administration of the Mall and any future development.  

(e)
Sculpture at the Mall is nearing completion.  This was carried out under the percentage for art scheme – similar to our proposal in the Park Road Development. 


(3)
Market House and Market Square Refurbishment 


Work nearing completion on both of these projects.

(4)
Ballymahon Street Car Park 


Work completed – arrange date for official opening.  

It was agreed to officially open the car park on Wednesday 30th April at 5.30 p.m. 

(5)
Willow Park Halting Site  -  At tender process.

Difficulties have arisen with foundations design and these are being attended to. 


(6)
Canal Walk and Cyclepath


Work deferred pending improvement in weather conditions.


Canal culvert collapsed last weekend – temporary reinstatement 

works are in progress.

(7)
Housing   

(a) Park Road Development 

Foundations nearing completion. 

(b) The following works are ongoing:- 

Refurbishment of 12 St. Mel’s Road

DPG works at 84 Teffia Park

Refurbishment of 14 Chapel Street

Refurbishment of 4 Legion Terrace

Refurbishment of 21 Templemichael Terrace 

(8)
Town Twinning 


Sparks, Nevada 

Mayor Connell led a deputation of 18 people on a successful visit to our sister City Sparks.  Ongoing activities have been discussed and will be arranged in due course.

Noyal Chatillon Sur Seiche 

In recent local elections the outgoing Mayor Gilles de Belair and his team were defeated.  The new Mayor is Sylvie Epaud and she will lead a delegation to Longford from 30th April to 4th May and an appropriate itinerary is being prepared for this visit.   
REVIEW  OF  TOWN  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN 

Mr. James Clarke outlined to the members that a review of the Town Development Plan was currently in progress.  Submissions had been invited from interested parties and a public meeting had taken place to explain the process.  Four submissions had been received at this stage and it was agreed to put this matter on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that a note be taken of all the changes to policy and zonings when the draft is being prepared in order that these amendments are clearly known to the members.

REPORT  ON  MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF TOWN  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN  -  DEVELOPMENT  AT  GLACK 

The members were informed that the statutory notice in relation to the Material Contravention of the Town Development Plan had been published.  It was noted that no observations had been made in relation to this.  The members noted that this development would be beneficial to the town and Mayor Paul Connell informed the members that a local radio programme recently put the cost of nursing home care for one individual at €740 per week.  Mayor Connell stated that the care made available by the Sue Ryder Group was at a very reasonable cost.

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh, it was unanimously resolved that the Material Contravention to the Development Plan be approved.

CAPITAL  PROGRAMME  2007 – 2009 

The Capital Programme 2007 – 2009 was previously approved at the Budget Meeting of the Council.  However, the members requested a report on the amounts of monies levied under the development contributions scheme and it’s appropriation under the capital budget.

Cllr. James Keogh requested an update on the provision of car parking spaces at lower Richmond Street and it was agreed that an update be provided in this matter at the next meeting of the Council.

NOTICE  OF  MOTION 

Meeting with H.S.E. 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That Longford Town Council seek a time and date for the promised meeting with the local H.S.E.”.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that there were twenty five beds currently out of service in St. Joseph’s Hospital and it was noted that the fire service had been asked to provide facilities for the H.S.E. 

It was also noted that there was not one detox bed unit available in the midlands region.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the local District Court Judge had raised this matter at the District Court.

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to hold a special meeting to discuss this issue and to invite the following to that meeting:-   the Gardai, the Drug Squad, the H.S.E., the Council Social Worker, the local Garda Superintendent and representatives from Department of Social Welfare.  It was agreed to hold this meeting on Wednesday 30th April 2008 at 7.30 p.m.    

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting was considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Confederation of European Councillors Information and Training Seminar 

“Developments in the Planning Systems, North and South”  – Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh – 24th April, 2008.

2)
Training Seminar for Councillors “Local Government and the Environment”  - Ballyvaughan Coast Hotel, Ballyvaughan, Co. Clare – 16th / 18th May, 2008. 

3)
National Adult Literacy Agency “Literacy and the Local Authority” – Galway Bay Hotel, Galway – 21st May, 2008.
  

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan referred to the Notice of Motion received from Clones Town Council  in regard to agency workers and it was agreed to support this decision.

The members supported the Notice of Motion received from Mullingar Town Council to rescind the decision of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government preventing people from cutting and saving turf on the local bogs for their own personal use.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 
The members noted the scheme for removal of Graffiti and it was agreed to notify community groups about this scheme.

Civic Reception – Mr. Joe Conway, Mayor of Tramore 

It was agreed to hold a civic reception for Mr. Conway, Mayor of Tramore, on Thursday 17th April 2008 at 2.00 p.m. and to hold a small reception afterwards in Ardagh, Co. Longford.

Civic Reception – Freedom of Longford - Mr. John Hume 

The members considered the proposal of the Mayor to honour Mr. John Hume by granting him the Freedom of Longford Town and it was agreed to hold this reception on Thursday 24th April 2008 at 8.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, Market Square, Longford.    

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_______________________ 


   Mayor 

Signed:_______________________ 


   Town Clerk

Dated:   14th May, 2008.            

