COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

9th July, 2008 at 6.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor James Keogh
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. Brendan Gilmore

Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk





Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer



Ms. Lorraine Austin, Planner




Ms. Aoife Moore, Planner




Ms. Catherine Ivers, Planner

PRAYER
The Town Clerk recited the prayer before the meeting.
CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES     

Minutes of Special Meeting 

The Minutes of the Special Meeting held on Wednesday 4th June, 2008, were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.
Minutes of Special Meeting

The Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 4th June 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.
Minutes of Monthly Meeting

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 11th June 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell. 
Minutes of Special Meeting 

The Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Monday 16th June 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell and seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.

Minutes of Annual General Meeting

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 25th June 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell. 
Manager’s Orders
The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members. 

Planning Applications received and
Appeals to An Bord Pleanala

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested that an update be provided for the September meeting of the Council on the number of planning applications received so far this year and an update be provided also on the development contribution scheme.

Manager’s Report on Proposed Variation No. 4 of the Longford Town 

Development Plan 2004 – 2010  (Manager’s Report previously circulated)
Mr. James Clarke introduced Ms. Lorraine Austin, Ms. Aoife Moore and Ms. Catherine Ivers from the Planning Staff of Longford County Council and it was noted that Ms. Lorraine Austin would make a presentation to the meeting.

Ms. Austin informed the members that the proposed variation to the Town Development Plan had been on public display in the offices of Longford Town Council from the 30th April 2008.  Notice was also given to the prescribed bodies on this date and an advertisement was placed in both of the Longford local newspapers.
It was noted that written submissions were invited up to 30th May 2008.

It was noted that submissions had been received from:-  
· National Roads Authority 
· Leitrim County Council 
· Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources

· Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
It was noted that the N.R.A’s submission – that the preparation and adoption of a Northern Environs Local Area Plan had the potential to provide an important framework document for the development of this strategic area situated in proximity to the N4 and N5 National Routes.  The Authority recommended that the Council strategic approach to land use and transportation policy and had no objection to the proposed variation subject to any future local area plan fully addressing the infrastructural requirements of the area.

It was noted that Leitrim County Council had no observations, comments or objections.

It was noted that the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources had no comment to make other than a previous comment made at S.E.A. screening stage and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government recommended that the local area plan should include road design and traffic management proposals which ensure that the carrying capacity of the Red Cow and Ballinalee Road interchange on the N4 Longford By-Pass is not compromised.
The main issued raised in the submissions can be broadly categorised into two sections which are outlined below and responses to these issues are contained within each section:-

(1)
Traffic and Circulation 

The submission received from the NRA commended the Council’s strategic approach and emphasised the need to protect the capacity of the N4 and N5 national primary routes.  This was also emphasised in the submission received from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

The proposed variation is intended to facilitate implementation of the Northern Environs Local Area Plan (once made) including land use zoning objectives.  The Northern Environs Local Area Plan has been subject to a strategic transport study which is included as an appendix in the Local Area Plan.  This report is a detailed transport assessment that looks at the potential impact of planned development within the LAP lands and its environs, on the adjacent national routes in the context of two different growth scenarios.  The study also outlines required mitigation measures that need to be carried out, as part of any development permitted, in order to ensure that the development of the area does not negatively affect the N4 and N5 national primary routes.
The preparation of the transport study and Local Area Plan involved numerous consultations with the National Roads Authority in order to ensure that development resulting from the Local Area Plan did not negatively impinge on the adjacent national primary routes.  The NRA submission received commends the Council’s strategic approach to land use and transportation policy and 
outlines that they have no objection to the proposed variation.  In light of this, it is considered that the proposed variation and associated Local Area Plan adequately addresses concerns relating to the protection of the capacity, safety and operational efficiency of the adjacent national routes, subject to any further suggestions from the NRA regarding the content of the Local Area Plan. 
(2)
Miscellaneous 

Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources – The Department outlined that they had no further comment other than that outlined at the SEA screening stage.  Any comments received from the Department at the SEA screening stage considered as part of the SEA process. 
On the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell, it was unanimously resolved that the proposed variation be adopted without amendment.

Manager’s Report on Proposed Variation of No. 5 
of the Longford Town Development Plan 2004 – 2010.

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that this report had been prepared in 
accordance with Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and that 
the proposed variation was put on public display in the offices of Longford Town 
Council from the 30th April 2008.  He also stated that notice was also given to the 
prescribed bodies on this date and an advertisement was placed in the local 
newspapers and written submission were invited up to the 30th May 2008.

It was noted that this zoning alteration provided for the rejuvenation and regeneration of a prime retail site strategically located between the primary shopping and business areas of the town and the Administrative Centre at Great Water Street and Civic Centre adjoining the Camlin River.

It was noted that submission had been received from the National Roads authority, Leitrim County Council and the Department of Communications, Energy and Nature Resources.

Ms. Lorraine Austin outlined to the members the content of the submissions received from:-

· National Roads authority

· Leitrim County Council

· Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources

and she responded as follows:- 
The main issues raised in the submissions with responses and recommendations 

to these issues are:-

(1)
National Roads Authority 
The Council welcomes the NRA’s submission supporting the proposed variation.

The Longford Town Development Development Plan 2004 – 2010 is in 

accordance with the Midlands Regional Planning Guidelines and the Retail Planning Guidelines.  It is therefore considered that the proposed variation, prepared in accordance with the policy guidance contained within the Town Development Plan, will be in line with the aforementioned planning guidance documents.
(2)
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 

The Department outlined that they had no further comment other than that outlined at the SEA screening stage.  Any comments received from the Department at the SEA screening stage were considered as part of the SEA process.

The proposed variation No. 5 of the Longford Town Development Plan 2004 – 2010 was unanimously agreed on the proposed of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

Manager’s Report on Draft Northern 
Environs Local Area Plan 2008 – 2014
Mr. James Clarke informed the members that this report had been prepared under 

and in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Planning and 

Development Act 2000 as amended by the Planning and Development Act 2002 which sets out the procedure in relation to the preparation of local area plans.  Mr. Clarke informed the members that the Draft Northern Environs Local Area Plan was put on public display from 30th April 2008 and written submissions were invited up to 30th June 2008.

Ms. Lorraine Austin outlined to the members the submissions received:-

· National Roads Authority

· Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
· Department of Education and Science
· Leitrim County Council 
She responded to the issues raised as follows:-
(1)
Traffic and Circulation 

A key theme that emerged from the submissions received from the NRA and DoEHLG was the emphasis on protecting the N4 and N5 national routes.  The DoEHLG outlined that the Local Authortiy should take into account the observations of the National Roads Authority.

The NRA commends and wholly supports the Council’s strategic approach to integrating transport infrastructure improvements with emerging land use planning policies.  However, two principal points of concern where raised by the NRA that should be responded to.

The first point relates to Strategic Transport Impact Assessment that outlines a maximum demand/capacity RFC of 0.85 for the 2013 improved N5 Ballinalee Road roundabout.  The authority advises that this should be reviewed to ensure the forecast impact on the national route does not occur and, if this revision is not made, the authority will seek to address developments that result in such negative impact to junction capacity through the development management process.

The second point related to the monitoring of vehicular flows generated by the LAP lands in order to ensure acceptable traffic conditions are maintained along the existing bypass and the surrounding local areas.  It was recommended by the NRA that this be incorporated as an objective in the plan rather than a recommendation of the Strategic Transport Impact Assessment.
The Local Authority involved the NRA as a stakeholder in the preparation of the Local Area Plan and accompanying Strategic Transport Impact Assessment.  The purpose of this was to assess the potential impact of planned development within the LAP lands and its environs on the adjacent national routes, and to address this by requiring the necessary mitigation measures that need to be carried out, as part of any development permitted, in order to ensure that the development of the area does not negatively affect the N4 and N5 national primary routes.  It is therefore considered that the concern of the NRA is appropriately addressed and that the plan is revised accordingly to ensure that a negative impact on the adjacent national routes and junction capacity does not occur.

In addition to the above, it is also considered that reference to the requirements of the Environmental Noise Regulations be included as recommended in the Authority’s submission.

(2) 
Miscellaneous  

Department of Education and Science - the Department outlined the need for additional educational infrastructure within the town and provided the site requirements for the provision of new schools.  It is considered that the recommended site sizes outlined as part of the submission should be incorporated into the plan in order to ensure the appropriate development of educational infrastructure.
The Draft Local Area Plan for the Northern Environs was unanimously agreed on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, subject to the following recommendations:-
1.
With reference to the concerns relating to the protection of the national primary routes, it is recommended that the following changes are made:-  
(1) Reference contained in Table 14 of Appendix two referring to the 

RFC of 0.85, and any subsequent references to this that occur in the document, should be omitted and the document revised appropriately.

(2) That an objective is inserted into the plan outlining the commitment 

to monitor vehicular flows generated by the LAP lands to ensure acceptable traffic conditions are maintained along the existing bypass and surrounding local areas.

(3)   That reference is made in the document to the requirements of SI No. 

       140 of 2006, Environmental Noise Regulations. 
2.
With reference to the issue raised by the Department of Education and Science, it is recommended that the following changes are made:-


(1)  a)
That the wording of policy ED1 is revised as follows in order to 

incorporate the recommendations of the Department of Education and Science;
“Facilitate and promote the expansion and improvement of existing educational facilities and/or the establishment of new facilities as appropriate, as indicated on Map 1 and in accordance with the standards defined by the Department of Education and Science”.
Pre-Draft Longford Town Development Plan 2008 
Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the current Town Development Plan 2004 – 2010 is the statutory Development Plan for the town of Longford covering the period 2004 to 2010.  

The main purpose of the Development Plan is to set out a framework for the sustainable physical development of the Town, while ensuring the conservation and protection of the built natural environment.  It also aims to carefully consider the needs of all groups and individuals within the town and to promote equal opportunities.

The review of the current plan commenced in December 2007 with the publication and circulation of the relevant notices and a public meeting was held on 17th January 2008.

This draft plan represents phase one of the review process and involved extensive notification of prescribed bodies, local communities and voluntary groups, associations and societies, statutory undertakers and service providers.  The general public were consulted through a campaign of newspaper advertisements.

Mr. Clarke informed the members that a manager’s report was prepared on the consultation phase, and this was presented to the elected members of the Town Council in March 2008.  Following on the acceptance of that report the elected members had ten weeks to issue directions regarding the preparation of the Draft Plan.  

It was noted that the latest date for receipt of these submissions was the 28th August 2008.

It was noted that a Special Meeting of the Council would be needed to consider the Plan and it was agreed that a Special Meeting would be held on the 27th August for further consideration of the plan. 

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes


Joint Policing Committee  Carrick-on-Suir Town Council

This Council was part of the original Pilot Programme.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the meeting which was held with the H.S.E. and the Gardai was unsatisfactory.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that the questions asked were not answered by the H.S.E.
Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that the H.S.E. was notorious for understating figures and that they should be brought back to account in greater detail.


(2)
Longford Sport and Leisure Ltd. – The Mall

(a) Public lighting at Mall walkway


Awaiting E.S.B. connection.


(b)
Seeding of pitch area and running track 



In progress.


(c)
Fas Scheme
New scheme with 11 workers started 7th July 2008. 

 (3)
Housing 

(a)
Development at Park Road – Block work complete and services fit out ongoing.

(b)
Refurbishment of 4 Chapel Street – in progress



Refurbishment of 4 Legion Terrace – in progress



Refurbishment of 21 Templemichael Terrace – in progress

(4)
Roadworks Programme 2008 

Lisduff Hill and Farnagh Hill    – 
Surface dressing with road 
closures and diversions.


Great Water Street

-
At tender stage


Little Water Street

-
At tender stage


Farnagh Hill Stage 2

-
At tender stage 

Mr. James Clarke informed the members that he was notified by the 

County Manager that work would start very shortly on Richmond 

Street. 

In relation to this, it was agreed to take the Notice of Motion 

submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan as follows:-

“That this Council provide speed ramps immediately at Killashee Street”.

This motion was seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell.

A wide ranging and detailed discussion took place in relation to 

Richmond Street and the following was noted:-

(1)
That the sequence of the lights at the junction with Main Street should be shortened as they now only catered for through traffic and pedestrians crossing.

(2)
The co-operation of the Gardai was required particularly at weekends and this request should include carrying out point duty at the junction.

(3)
That temporary ramps should be installed at Killashee Street and the question of providing a pedestrian crossing lower down at Killashee Street be urgently examined.


It was noted that Mr. David Coppinger, S.E.E. was meeting with the Health & Safety Section of the N.R.A. in this regard.

(4)
That substantial signs should be erected at the entrance to the town informing the public of the situation and that a substantial number of finger post signs should be erected informing motorists of the appropriate diversions.

(5)
That the submission received from Cllr. Paul Connell in relation to the movement of traffic throughout the town be examined once again.

(6)
To examine the synchronisation of the lights at the junction of Killashee Street and Ballymahon Street/Dublin Street.  

(5)
E.S.B.  


Public Lighting Scheme - ongoing

AMENDMENT  TO  STANDING  ORDERS 

The Town Clerk informed that members that the decision to change the time of meetings which was agreed at the last meeting required a resolution under Standing Orders and on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell the resolution was agreed.  It was noted that there was disagreement in relation to this.  
Cllr. Tony Flaherty requested that a vote be taken on this issue which resulted as follows:-

For the proposal:-
Cllrs. Peggy Nolan, Christy Warnock, Alan Mitchell, Michael Connellan, Paul Connell and James Keogh.
Against the proposal:-
Cllrs. Tony Flaherty, Brendan Farrell and Brendan Gilmore.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the new meeting time did not suit him and he stated that he was not happy at this amendment as it prevented him from attending meetings which he was elected to attend.

AMENDMENTS  TO  TOWN  
CENTRE  CAR  PARK  BYE-LAWS  2006 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a resolution was required to include an area hatched in blue on the enclosed map included in the Bye-Laws.  It was noted that this area was not included in the 2006 Bye-Laws as it was private property.

On the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, it was unanimously resolved to include the area hatched in blue on the enclosed map as part of the 2006 Town Centre Car Park Bye-Laws.   

Cllr. Alan Mitchell proposed that the Bye-Laws to incorporate “Residents Only” parking in Camlin Mews be approved.  This motion was seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

REPORT  ON  MINOR  AMENDMENTS  TO
PART  VIII  PROCESS – BALLYMAHON  ROAD

HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT   (FONDERMANS)
The Town Engineer, Mr. Padraig Farrell, detailed to the members the proposed works which included the following:-
(1)
The construction of 


24 No. Old Persons units (2 bed single storey)


  6 No. Disabled People of Longford units, (2 bed, single storey)


10 No. St. Vincent de Paul sheltered housing units (3 bed, two storey)


14 No. Family units with rear gardens (3 bed, two storey)


18 No. Family units with side gardens (10 No. 3 bed, two storey,  4 No. 

2 bed duplex, two storey and 4 No. 4 bed, two storey and

1 No. St. Vincent de Paul Community Building (Single storey)

(2) 
The construction of 1 No. vehicular access point to the site and service road.  

(3)
The retention of existing walkway for “Canal Walk”.

(4)
Open space and landscaping throughout.
Mr. Farrell informed the members that during the course of the construction process a number of minor amendments were made to the development:-

(1)
The community building shall now be altered from a one storey building to a two storey building in keeping with the building height of block 1.  
(2)
The community heating building shall also be altered from a one storey building to a two storey building again as the roof level is to match that of the adjacent structures.

(3)
The building lines of blocks 4 and 5 shall now be moved by approximately 300 mm west in order to accommodate thicker party walls.

(4)
Block 6 shall now protrude a further 400 mm north also to accommodate thicker party walls.

(5)
Due to on site technical difficulties with the adjoining boundary, Block 9 houses shall be moved approximately 1 m west.

It was noted that these amendments did not require a separate Part VIII process to be undertaken as it was considered that they were not a material change as detailed under Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000. 

Cllr. Paul Connell raised an issue in relation to a wall between the new houses to be constructed and Park Villas.  Cllr. Connell stated that the original proposal provided for a wall.  However, Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer, informed him that the Part VIII process previously approved by the Council did not provide for a wall at this location.
REPORT  ON  PART  VIII  PROCESS  

-    NEW  BRIDGE  AT  THE  MALL  

There was a general discussion in relation to this project.  However, as the time reached 8.00 p.m. and exceeded the time provided for in Standing Orders the meeting was then adjourned.

That concluded the business of the meeting. 

Signed:______________________


  Mayor

Signed:______________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:   8th September, 2008.
