COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

11th June, 2008 at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. James Keogh

Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Apology:

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore





Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer
PRAYER
The Town Clerk recited the prayer before the meeting.
CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES     

Minutes of Monthly Meeting 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 14th May, 2008, were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, and seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.
Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting

The Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of the Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 28th May 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. James Keogh and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.
MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members. 

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED 

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

The members noted application ref. 08/28 a development at Ballymahon Street, Longford, and it was noted that the previous grant of permission required that sound–proof doors and windows be kept closed in order to prevent noise pollution and that this was not happening particularly in warm summer nights.  It was agreed to have this mater further examined with regard to compliance with Planning Conditions.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty noted application Ref. 08/36 for retention of development at Templemichael Terrace and stated that the wording on the application does not reflect what is on the ground and requested that this be further examined.

Items adjourned from the May Meeting of the Council 

POLICY  DOCUMENT  RELATING  TO  

THE  RECYCLING  OF  TEXTILES  

On the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Farrell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, the policy document relating to the recycling of textiles was formally agreed.  

However, Cllr. Brendan Farrell requested that the regulations provide for a register of collectors of clothing.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Public Lighting in Teffia Park 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That Longford Town Council request the E.S.B. to upgrade the public lighting in Teffia Park”.

Cllr. Nolan was informed that this work had already been carried out.

Car Park Signs 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That this Council immediately erect signs informing the public where our car parks are”.

It was agreed to examine all the car parks in the town and in ensure that information regarding signage and duration of parking be inserted on all signs.

Decorative Railings on bank of Camlin River 
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-
“That Longford Town consider the erection of decorative railings on the banks of the camlin river at Bridge Street/Church Street leading to the Mall”.

It was agreed to investigate this proposal and to provide a report for a further meeting of the Council.

Ramps at Upper Farnagh Hill 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-  
“That Longford Town Council consider the installation of ramps at Upper Farnagh Hill due to the number of accidents occurring at this particular location”.

Consideration of this motion was deferred in the absence of the Town Engineer.  However, it was noted that rumble strips or speed cushions might be inserted at this location instead of ramps.

Group Sewerage Scheme  

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Alan Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-
“That this Council ask Longford County Council to investigate and report on the feasibility, cost and the extent of the local contribution in installing a Group Sewerage Scheme in the Ballymakeegan, Farnagh, Ferefad and Lisduff area of Longford town to deal with the longstanding problems in this area”.
Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the development of this area will be by means of the serviced land initiative.  He stated that consultants had been engaged to draw up a local area plan for this area.  However, it was agreed to refer this proposal to Longford County Council for further investigation.
Green area in Foynescourt 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Alan Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-
“That Longford Town Council enter into an agreement with Longford County Council to ensure that the green area in Foynescourt is maintained and cut on a regular basis”.

Cllr. Mitchell stated that an anomaly existed here in that the people living in this area of Foynescourt could vote for members of Longford Town Council but that the Council could not take any action in relation to maintenance of the area due to the fact that it was outside their administrative boundary and he requested that this be raised with the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government with a view to having the boundary extended.
Mr. James Clarke informed the members that the Department’s recent policy in this area stated that the maintenance of green areas in housing estates should be the responsibility of the residents and as this area was outside the town boundary it was not the responsibility of the Town Council.
It was agreed to refer the matter to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

CONFERENCES 

The list of conferences submitted to the meeting was considered suitable for attendance by the members, on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

1)
Cork County Council “National Hub Town Conference” – Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork – 29th May 2008.

2)
Dundalk Chamber “Planning and Developing a Centre for the North East” – Park Inn, Dundalk, Co. Louth – 10th June 2008.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the members was noted.

Two Notices of Motion submitted by Macroom Town Council were unanimously supported and it was agreed to write to the appropriate bodies confirming our support. 
Items for June Meeting of the Council  

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Longford Sport and Leisure Ltd. – The Mall

(a) Public lighting at Mall walkway


Awaiting E.S.B. connection.


(b)
Seeding of pitch area and running track 



In progress.


(c)
Fas Scheme

New scheme has been approved with a projected start up date 
for end of June.

(2)
Canal Walk 

(a) Canal culvert satisfactorily completed.

(b) Canal walk and public lighting in progress.

 (3)
Housing 

Development at Park Road – Block work in progress.

Refurbishment of 12 St. Mel’s Road – complete


Refurbishment of 14 Chapel Street – ongoing


Refurbishment of 4 Legion Terrace – ongoing


Refurbishment of 21 Templemichael Terrace – ongoing


DPG works to 84 Teffia Park - complete


Planned capital maintenance works.

(4)
French Market 
The members considered the proposal to hold a French Market in the town on the weekend of 28th, 29th and 30th June 2008 and this was agreed.  
(5)
Town Twinnng – Sparks  

The members noted that the City Manager and the Deputy City Manager, Mr. Sean Carey and Mr. Steve Driscoll, together with their families, would holiday in Ireland on a private visit at the end of June.
APPROVAL  FOR  THE  RAISING  OF  BRIDGING  LOAN

BALLYMAHON  ROAD  (FONDERMANS)  HOUSING  SCHEME
Mr. James Clarke outlined to the members the details in relation to the raising of a bridging loan in this case.  Mr. Clarke stated that an allocation of €4.6 million had been made for 2008 and this was approximately €6 million short of what the contract for this scheme would cost.  Mr. Clarke informed the members that it was necessary to secure a loan to finance this arrangement and he stated that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government will underwrite the loan and the interest payments.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that this was the first indication of cut-backs in the public service and stated that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government should honour their commitments in this case.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that this was a very serious matter and on his proposal, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was agreed to seek a deputation with the Minister for Housing, Mr. Michael Finneran.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell, it was unanimously resolved to raise a loan of €6 million (Six million euro) to finance the Housing Development.   

REVISED  ANNUAL  BUDGET 
The Town Clerk informed the members that the revised Annual Budget was based on a new costings system while some of the figure appeared different to what was approved in the annual budget it made no alteration to the overall budget as this new system related to apportionment of costs within the programme.

BACKSTAGE  THEATRE  RESTRUCTURING 
The members noted that they had received a deputation from Backstage Theatre Group in relation to this proposal.
On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously resolved that representation from Longford Town Council on the Board Backstage Theatre Company Ltd. be agreed in accordance with the proposed amendment to the Articles and Memorandum of Association of that company.

RECOMMENDATIONS  FROM  GENERAL  

PURPOSES  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty, the recommendation from the General Purposes Committee Meeting to pay grants to the following was approved:-

Longford Marathon



-

€5,000

Johnny Keenan Banjo Festival

-

€5,000 

Longford & District Schoolboys League
-

€   500 

(Kennedy Cup) 

Longford Town Football Club

-

€   500 

(Underage Structure) 

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Agency Employment 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Brendan Farrell and seconded by Mayor Paul Connell:- 

“This Council notes the increase in agency employment throughout the economy. We are aware that many workers from home and abroad are offered agency  employment when they are seeking permanent and direct employment.  We  understand that trade unions have raised concerns that many of these workers are retained on minimum conditions and in some cases are not receiving all their entitlements.

Agency employment should not be used as an unnecessary substitute for direct employment or as a mechanism for avoidance or undermining of fair pay or conditions.  Noting that legislation will come before the Oireachtas on the issue of agency employment, this Council believes and will recommend to the Minister that the principle of equal treatment should be included in any such legislation on this issue”.

It was agreed to write to the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment and the Minister for Social Welfare requesting that the enactment of legislation in this area be expedited.

College Park/Blindman’s Walk/Connolly Crescent 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Alan Mitchell and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan:-

“That Longford Town Council install speed cushions in College Park and arrange for the proper lining of the road from Blindman’s Walk to Connolly Crescent in the interests of road safety”.

Cllr. Mitchell stated that the proper lining of the road should be done immediately in the interests of road safety and it was agreed to refer this matter to the Town Engineer for attention..

Repairs to Demesne Lane/Tennis Court Lane 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty:-

“That Longford Town Council should give immediate attention to the repairs to the Demesne Lane/Tennis Court Lane and in particular the area recently excavated for the purpose of installing a water supply to the new housing development at the end of the lane and also in view of the increased traffic on the road, that speed ramps be erected thereon for the purpose of slowing traffic as there are children using the tennis courts to play tennis on a daily basis”.

It was noted that the work as set out in the notice of motion was required to be done under planning permission which had been granted and it was agreed to refer this matter to the Town Engineer to ensure enforcement of the planning conditions.

CONFERENCES 
The list of conferences submitted to the meeting was considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Regional Seminar on the Green Paper on Local Government, Stronger Local Democracy – Options for Change – Radisson Hotel, Athlone – Wednesday 11th June 2008.

2)
Training Seminar for Councillors – Local Government Planning Service – West Cork Hotel, Skibbereen, West Cork – 4th / 6th July 2008.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted by the members.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

Cllr. Tony Flaherty requested to know why monies had been paid to an organisation in respect of posters which had been erected for the Lisbon Treaty Referendum and he was informed that these posters had been taken down by the Litter Warden in error and this payment represented compensation in respect of these posters.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:_____________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_____________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:    9th July, 2008. 
