COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

12th March 2008 at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager


Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Apology:

Cllr. James Keogh

PRAYER

The prayer was recited by the Town Clerk.

Mayor Paul Connell opened the meeting and informed the members that the deputation from the Royal Canal Amenity Group were present and he proposed an amendment to Standing Orders to allow the group address the meeting and this was unanimously agreed.

Mr. Noel McGeeney, Chairman of the Royal Canal Amenity Group, addressed the meeting and stated that the group were a voluntary group whose only interest was in the opening of the canal from Spencer Dock in Dublin to the Market Square in Longford.   Mr. McGeeney informed the members that the only two areas of the canal that remained closed were the area around Spencer Dock which was undergoing extensive renovation and reconstruction and the two bridges that remained to be done at Lyneen and Mosstown and the spur between Killashee and Longford.

Mr. McGeeney informed the members that the group recently met with Mr. John Martin, Chief Executive Officer, Waterways Ireland, who informed them that substantial monies were available for the canal and that the main concern of the Longford Branch was the repair of culverts between the Market Square and Farneyhoogan Bridge as these were crucial to the drainage system in that area of the town that extended up as far as Moydow.

Mayor Paul Connell stated that the Council were aware of the good work being carried out by the Royal Canal Amenity Group and complimented them in respect of their achievements to date.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that the Council were instrumental in ensuring the spur between Clondra and Longford was included in the Waterways Ireland Corporate Plan 2007 – 2013.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that it was important to develop the walkways and cycle tracks as amenity and tourist attractions and requested that the swing gates be retained at the entrance to the Park Road walkway.

Cllr. Christy Warnock asked what the present position was with the old swimming pool which lay on the site of the old harbour.

Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk, informed the members that he, together with members of the Council had a number of meetings with Waterways Ireland and that the Council were very active in the development of the walkway and cycle path.  He informed the members that a grant of €82,300 had been received from Fáilte Ireland in respect of this work.  The Town Clerk informed the members that he and the Town Engineer had meetings with technical officers from Waterways Ireland in relation to the culverts and at the request of Mr. McGeeney of the Royal Canal Amenity Group he undertook to contact Iarnrod Eireann in relation to the former swing bridge at this location.

Mr. Rooney informed the members that the site of the old swimming pool was now County Council property but that they had started the process to return it to the Town Council and to have it de-commissioned.

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer, informed the members that some work had been carried out on the culverts as part of drainage works for the housing development at Park Road.

Mayor Paul Connell thanked the members of the deputation for their address to the meeting and it was agreed to meet on an ongoing basis to review progress on this matter.

It was also agreed on the proposal of Mayor Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, to suspend Standing Orders to allow Ms. Monica O’Malley, Manager of Longford Community Resources Ltd. address the meeting and she outlined details of the Rural Development Programme 2007 – 2013.  Ms. O’Malley stated that Longford Community Resources Ltd. is preparing a business plan for County Longford to access a potential €7 to €9 million for the duration of the programme for a wide range of projects.  She stated that grant aid varies from 50% to 75% depending on the project and a possible maximum of €200,000 per project.  Ms. O’Malley stated that the programme provided for grant aid under the following headings:-

1)
Farm Diversification

4)
Quality of life

2)
Rural Enterprise Initiative
5)
Village and Countryside Enhancement

3)
Rural Tourism


6)
Upgrading of Local Heritage and 

Training/Skills/Animation

Ms. O’Malley stated that change to the rules were being contemplated to matching funding in that Local Authority funding is not seen as locally sourced and this change will have serious implications to the viability of projects.

Ms. O’Malley also stated that the allocation of funding is being held up pending clarification of a legal question within Leader in Cavan and Monaghan

Mayor Connell thanked Ms. O’Malley for her enlightening presentation and all of the members present complimented Ms. O’Malley on her presentation.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES     

On the proposal of Cllr Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 13th February 2008 were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, the Minutes of the Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 20th February 2008 were confirmed and adopted.

MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the members were noted.  

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED 

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Cllr. Christy Warnock raised an issue in relation to a planning permission at Bog Lane and he noted his disappointment that the permission approved by An Bord Pleanala was conditional which restricted the development to one storey.  Cllr. Warnock stated that this building was always a two storey building and stated that this decision now put the financial viability of the project into question.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell requested a report on the amount collected in respect of development charges and how it was proposed to spend this money over the coming years.  

The Town Clerk informed him that this had already been agreed in the Capital Budget approved by the members at the January meeting.  However, it was agreed to place this matter on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council.

Members noted a letter received this day from the Chairman of Longford Tidy Towns Committee in relation to illuminated signs and stated that this letter was unwarranted as no decision had been made in relation to this planning application.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 

The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes 

(a) Cathedral Junction

Following discussions with the County Council in this matter, a presentation will be made to the April Meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty requested to know if any response had been received from the various departments in relation to his item on drugs awareness at the last meeting and he was informed that no replies had been received.

(2)
Longford Sport and Leisure Ltd. – The Mall

(a)
Outdoor basketball  and tennis courts – Work completed subject to line marking.

(b) Public lighting on walk  -  in progress

(c) Seeding of grassed area – deferred pending weather conditions

(d) Extension to gymnasium – tender documents being prepared.

(e) Fás Scheme  -  ongoing. 

Cllr. Michael Connellan requested to know if a further gate could be put on the All Weather Pitch in the Mall to allow for entry to the second and third pitch while the first one is being used and it was agreed to have this matter further examined.

Mayor Paul Connell requested to know if a date had yet been fixed for the opening of Longford Swimming Pool and he was informed that a conditional date of 21st April had been fixed but this had yet to be confirmed. 

(3)
Ballymahon Street Car Park  


Work completed on car park.


Resurfacing of Bog Lane in progress.

(4)
Market Square and Market House Refurbishment 


Work nearing completion on both of these projects.

Cllr. Christy Warnock asked if the Eircom telephone booth on the Market Square would be removed as part of this development and he was informed by the Town Engineer the Eircom did not intend removing this booth at the moment. 
 

(5)
Housing   

(a) Development at Park Road 

Foundations nearing completion and roads and services in progress.

(b) The following other works in hand:-

D.P.G. works at 52 Springlawn – complete.

D.P.G. works at 84 Teffia Park – ongoing.

Refurbishment of 12 St. Mel’s Road – nearing completion.

Refurbishment of 14 Chapel Street – ongoing.

Refurbishment of 4 Legion Terrace – ongoing.

Refurbishment of 21 Templemichael Tce – ongoing.

Windows and doors at 6 no. houses – complete.

(6)
Canal Walk and Cyclepath 

Work deferred pending improvement in weather. 

(7)
Roadworks Programme 2008 


Lisbrack - works complete except for road lining. 


Ardnacassa, Dublin Road – footpath restoration complete.

CONSIDERATION  OF  ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  2007 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Annual Financial Statement for the financial year ended 31st December 2007 had already been circulated to them.  He stated that the out-turn for the year showed a decrease in the incoming debit balance to €141,610 and this was a further continuation of progress in this area in reducing the original balance in excess of €1.2 million.  The Town Clerk stated that the surplus for the year 2007 come to €139,064.

Over-expenditure in Programme 2 of €201,810.23 and over-expenditure in Programme 8 of €575,868.22 were approved, on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.

It was noted that these over-expenditures did not go outside the authorised budget but provided for adjustment of apportionment of the Central Management Charge.

NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

Stand for bicycles 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That Longford Town Council include as part of the new development on the 

Market Square a stand for bicycles”.  

Cllr. Nolan stated that all new developments in the town should provide for cycle 

bays in order to allow people use bicycles and leave their cars at home.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that these developments should also include motor 

cycle bays.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that it was agreed at a previous meeting of the 

Council that the area behind the monument at the Cathedral car park be set out 

for bicycle and motor cycle bays.    

The Town Clerk informed the members that this proposal had been agreed but 

was deferred in view of the fact that the adjudicator in the tidy towns competition 

had complimented this area as a shrubbery and green area and in light of that the 

decision to amend this area was shelved.  

It was agreed, however, to do a survey in the town and to provide a number of bicycle and motor cycle bays at suitable locations in the town.

Satellite dishes 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That Longford Town Council investigate the possibility of asking tenants of 

Town Council houses and people in business to place satellite dishes at the rear of 

their buildings”.

Cllr. Nolan stated that the sight of these satellite dishes on buildings was unsightly and that they contravened planning legislation.  

It was agreed to investigate this issue and to enforce the planning regulations where appropriate.

CONFERENCES 

The following list of conferences were considered suitable for attendance by the members:-

1)
Kerry Literary & Cultural Centre – Listowel Arms Hotel, Listowel, Co. Kerry – 6th & 7th March, 2008.

2)
Rattoo Heritage Society – The Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry – 2nd / 6th April, 2008.

3)
TJK Conferences Ltd. – Patrick Punch Hotel, Limerick – 5th April, 2008.

4)
Wexford Borough Council – Talbot Hotel, Wexford – 4th & 5th April 2008.

5)
Sherkin Island Marine Station – Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork – 17th & 18th April, 2008. 

6)
Enniscorthy Town Council – Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford – 19th April, 2008.

CORRESPONDENCE 

The correspondence submitted to the members was noted.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan urged that the Council support the Notice of Motion from Macroom Town Council.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan also supported the Motion from Thurles Town Council regarding the provision of defibrillators in public buildings.

ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

The following matters were raised under “Any Other Business”:-

Cllr. Tony Flaherty requested that the matter of parking in the green in Teffia Park be examined as the area along the road margin was being churned up by illegal parking thereon.  

Cllr. Flaherty requested to know if the back land at Templemichael Terrace might be resurfaced and it was agreed that this would be done under the Back Lanes Programme.

Cllr. Flaherty stated that the surface of the road at Little Water Street was deteriorating and it was agreed that this matter would be further examined.

Cllr. Flaherty stated that property had been damaged on Dublin Street when the road and footpaths were being reconstructed and that this damage was never repaired.  It was agreed to have this matter further examined.

Cllr. Christy Warnock raised the issue of street begging and it was agreed to refer this matter to the Gardai for attention.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the position as outlined by her regarding the Bus Stop at St. Joseph’s Hospital on the Dublin Road was not as set out by her in the previous meeting and it was agreed to have this matter further examined between Dunnes Stores, Bus Eireann and the Midland Health Board.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that the paving on Church Street was in poor condition and requested that this be examinied.

Cllr. Connellan stated that the footpath had been raised at Farnagh Hill recently and it provided difficulty in making turning movements for the local landowner and it was agreed to have this matter examined.

Mayor Paul Connell requested that the turning movement of traffic exiting the car park at the rear of the Market Square be examined as it was agreed at a previous meeting of the Council to re-arrange this.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


  Mayor

Signed:______________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:    9th April 2008.   

