COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

12th November, 2008 at 6.00 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor James Keogh
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell




Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. Brendan Gilmore

Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager

Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Deputy Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk






Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer 

PRAYER
The Town Clerk recited the prayer before the meeting.
Mayor James Keogh opened the meeting and welcomed all present.
CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES
Minutes of Monthly Meeting

The Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 8th October 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell.
Minutes of Special Meeting
The Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Tuesday 14th October 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.

Minutes of Special Meeting  

The Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford Town Council held on Friday 17th Octboer 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Farrell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.
Cllr. Tony Flaherty requested that the Minutes be amended to include the following:-

That he had requested the Minister for Defence to extend the time of the opening of the barracks beyond the projected closing date. 

Manager’s Orders
The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members. 

However, Cllr. Paul Connell requested information in relation to an appointment of a tenant to house No. 21 Templemichael Terrace, Longford.  Cllr. Connell requested to know if this house was a subject of a transfer from St. Emer’s Housing Estate.
It was agreed that this matter would be examined.  However, during the course of the meeting it was confirmed that this appointment of a tenant was not the subject of a transfer. 

Planning Applications received and
Appeals to An Bord Pleanala

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

TOWN  CLERK’S  REPORT 
The Town Clerk’s Report was circulated to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1)
Matters arising from Minutes 

(a)
Following on the recent meeting with local traders and Chamber of Commerce the following has been agreed:-

(i) That free parking be allowed in the Annaly Car Park

(ii) That free parking be allowed in all Council Car Parks on the Saturdays in December

(iii) Appropriate signage is being put in place

(b) 
Clamping of cars can be done under the Road Traffic Regulations 1998.  It is not necessary to prepare Bye-Laws to implement this legislation.  It will be necessary to devise a policy and source appropriate staff. 


Mayor James Keogh questioned the policy in relation to clamping 
and stated that clamping is normally a deterrent to visitors to the town and it can send out a bad message to the general public.  He stated that this clamping should cover disabled spaces only.

It was agreed that a draft policy document would be prepared for the next meeting of the Council.
Cllr. Christy Warnock questioned the cost of the initiative in allowing free parking in the Annaly Car Park and in all the Council car parks in Saturdays during the month of December.

The Town Clerk informed him that the estimated loss to the Council would be in the region of €25,000.  However, the Town Clerk also stated that the income from paid parking in the town during the year was buoyant.  He also stated that this was a once off initiative in view of the ongoing road works on Richmond Street and in other areas around the town.  
(2)
The Mall


The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:- 

(a)
Outdoor basketball courts to be resurfaced and completed in next few weeks.


(b)  
New Mall Bridge

Civil works for diversion of cables etc. to commence next week.

Cllr. Paul Connell requested to know the present position with the railings on the Camlin River which was the subject of a Notice of Motion from Cllr. Connellan at a previous meeting and he was informed that this was presently being investigated.  
(3)
Housing 

The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-

(a)
Housing Development at Ballymahon Road 

Works due to be complete in January 2009 with expected occupancy in April 2009.  Difficulties have arisen with grants from Sustainable Energy Ireland, however, we are taking this matter up with the consultants. 

(b) Arts Sculpture 

Closing date for receipt of submissions for the Arts Sculpture is Friday 14th November.  It is proposed to hold a meeting of Adjudication Committee on Thursday 20th November 2008 at 4.00 p.m.

(c)
The following works are in progress:-


Refurbishment of 21 Templemichael Terrace – nearing completion


Refurbishment of 131 MacEoin Park – works ongoing


Extension to 78 Annaly Park – due to commence this week


Extension to 18 Pearse View – due to commence this week


Extension to 109 Teffia Park – due to commence this week


Bathroom alterations 6 Campbells Lane – due to commence this week


Bathroom alterations 28 Chapel Street – due to commence this week

(d)
Central Heating


11 Springlawn

-
ongoing 


24 Springlawn

-
ongoing


28 Springlawn

-
complete


57 Springlawn

-
complete


77 St. Michael’s Road
-
ongoing


78 St. Michael’s Road
-
ongoing


80 St. Michael’s Road 
-
ongoing


2 Park Court


-
complete


41 Ardnacassa Lawns
-
complete

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the Minister for Housing had been misleading in his statement recently in relation to the capital allocation for housing and requested to know when the deputation to him would take place.

Cllr. Warnock also stated that the illegal parking of cars by employees of the main contractor on the housing development at Park Road was causing serious disruption in Teffia Park.

All of the members agreed that something must be done in this area and the Town Clerk informed the meeting that both the Gardai and the Traffic Wardens had authority to issue tickets on vehicles parked illegally and he informed the members that this had been done on previous occasions.   It was agreed that this would be done on a regular basis in the coming months.
It was also noted that CIE had not responded to the Council request for the use of the freight yard as a parking area and it was agreed to write to the Chief Executive Officer in this matter.    
(4)
Willow Park Halting Site

The Town Clerk informed the members that this project was at design/tender stage.

(5)
Roadworks Programme 2008 


The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-
Roadworks at Little Water Street – work to commence in January 2009.

Roadworks at Great Water Street – work to commence in January 2009.

Roadwords at Farnagh Hill Phase 2 – work to commence this week.

Resurfacing and traffic calming measures at College Park Road/Blindman’s Walk – resurfacing complete, traffic calming and road marking to be completed this week depending on weather.

Lisduff Road surface dressing – complete

Farnagh Hill surface dressing – complete

St. Mel’s Road back lane – complete

Slashers Lane surfacing – complete

Templemichael Terrace back lane – complete

Demesne Lane – water connection works complete, surface dressing to be completed in the New Year.
The Town Clerk informed the members that the work on Little Water Street and Great Water Street was due to commence in November.  However, this had been deferred pending the completion of works on Richmond Street.

Cllr. Michael Connellan requested to know where the surface dressing had been completed on Lisduff Road and it was agreed to have this matter checked.

Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager, responded to various queries raised by the members particularly in relation to road works at Richmond Street.  Mr. Caffrey stated that it would have been beneficial to the business people if the works could have been carried out over a twenty four hour period, however, this was part of the contract detail.  Mr. Caffrey also stated that extra work had also been included in the project in that footpaths and public lighting were also included.
The County Manager stated that he was unhappy about rehabilitation and restoration works carried out following the road works and he undertook to discuss this matter with the relevant engineers.  
(6)
Breaden’s Lane Environmental Works

The Town Clerk informed the members that Preliminary Design and Health and Safety issues are currently being prepared.
It was noted that this work was ready to commence.  However, it was considered unwise to commence this work in the run up to the Christmas period and a commencement date of January 2009 was agreed.  
(7)
Insulation Programme 


The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-

A project has commenced financed from internal capital receipts to insulate all houses that don’t have the required attic insulation and wall insulation is being carried out on all OPD’s and all other houses where electrical storage heating has been installed.  Other works are also being carried out which include provision of soffit, fascia and gutters, rewiring and smoke alarms, repair and replacement of windows and doors and provision of bathroom fittings, showers, new baths and extractor fans.
Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that a similar scheme had operated in the County but that this related to private houses in that grants were available for carrying out similar works.  

The County Council had requested a top up to the previous allocation and it was noted that no decision had been made on this.

(8)
Joint Policing Committee 

The members were informed that the first meeting of the Steering Group has taken place and the first meeting of the full committee will take place on Monday 8th December 2008 at 4.00 p.m. 
Cllr. Brendan Farrell requested that the minutes of the steering group be forwarded to him and this was agreed.

(9)
Rapid 

(1)
Provisions of railings and gates at MacEoin Park is in progress under this scheme.  

(2)
€160,000 received from leverage funding for Estate Enhancement over the next 5 years.

(3)
Leap Youth Diversion Programme initiative funded under Rapid Dormant Accounts.
The members noted the position in relation to the Rapid Programme and the Town Clerk informed the members that the Rapid Co-ordinator would very shortly take up occupation in the Town Council Offices and there will be regular reports to the Council meetings. 
(10)
Presentations 


Tidy Towns 

Reception for Tidy Towns presentations taking place on Friday next 14th at 7.00 p.m. in Council Chamber.

Dead of Night Festival 

Presentation of prizes for this event on Tuesday 18th November 2008 at 7.30 p.m.  in Kelleghers.

All of the members spoke positively about the Halloween Festival which was a tremendous success.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that Paraic McGee the Litter Warden and the outdoor staff of the Council did an excellent job, together with the community guards who were active in this area. 
Cllr. Christy Warnock complimented the organisers of the “Dead of Night Festival” and stated that there was also anti-social behaviour in the town on this night and that this cannot be tolerated.

Longford Farmer’s Market – Draft Bye-Laws 

A general discussion took place in relation to the Draft Bye-Laws and all the members spoke in favour of the Farmer’s Market returning to the Market Square.

It was agreed that the area on the southern side of the Market Square would also be delineated as a trading area for Farmer’s Market and it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan to proceed to consultation stage with this proposal.

Amendment to Town Centre Car Park Bye-Laws 2006 

The Town Clerk informed the members that this item related to the rear of Chapel Street which fronted on to the Longford Town Centre Car Park and on the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was agreed to proceed to consultation stage with this proposal.

Fix date for Budget Meeting 

The Budget Meeting was fixed for Thursday 11th December 2008.

The time having exceed the time allowed for the meeting, on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan, the suspension of Standing Orders was agreed in order to complete the business of the meeting.

Notices of Motion 

Advertising Campaign 

The following Notice of Motion which was submitted by Cllr. Peggy Nolan was withdrawn by Cllr. Nolan:-

“That this Council support an advertising campaign in order to maintain a retail base in the run up to the Christmas season”.

Top up funding

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Cllr. Peggy Nolan and seconded by Cllr. Alan Mitchell:-

“That Longford Town Council supports the call on the Ministers for the Environment and Housing for top up funding to meet with unprecedented demand for housing improvements for the elderly”.

It was agreed to write and seek a meeting with the Minister for Housing, Mr. Michael Finneran, and it was noted that a meeting had already been requested with him and that this matter would be included on the Agenda for that meeting.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that it was appalling that the weak and vulnerable were suffering most from cut backs in expenditure while the richest people didn’t pay any tax in the last number of years.  

Conferences
The list of conferences were considered suitable for attendance by the members, on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Gilmore:-

1)
Heritage Council Seminar “Working together better for the Shannon” – Radisson SAS, Athlone – 27th November 2008.

2)
Training Seminar for Councillors “Homelessness in Ireland” – City West Hotel, Dublin – 5th / 6th December, 2008.

Correspondence 

The correspondence submitted to the meeting was noted.

Any other business 

The following matters were discussed under “Any Other Business”:-

Cllr. Michael Connellan requested that the street between Longford Main Street and Longford Shopping Centre be pedestrianised as it was impossible for wheelchair users and buggies to access the car park from there. 
The Town Clerk informed the members that this was the subject of discussions previously with Tesco and the agreement re Longford Town Centre Car Park.  However, it was agreed to take this matter up with Tesco.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised certain issues in relation to compliance with planning conditions in the Dun Dharrach Estate and he was informed by the Town Clerk that this matter had already been discussed with the planners and that a meeting would be arranged with the Planners and the Town Engineer to examine the position.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised the issue of the closing of Connolly Barracks.  He stated that a six point proposal had been adopted by the families and friends against the closure of Connolly Barracks.  On the proposal of Cllr. Alan Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan, the adoption of the proposal of a five year plan for the phased withdrawal of the 4th Cavilary Squadron from Connolly Barracks was agreed by Longford Town Council. 
Cllr. Mitchell stated that the people of Longford should have supported the protest.  However, he noted that Longford was a forgotten county as it did not have ministerial influence.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that he was disappointed with the turn out at the closing of the barracks protest and he noted the loss to Longford when this move finally takes affect.

A general discussion took place in relation to a monument which is located in the grounds of Connolly Barrack and it was agreed that the Town Council would facilitate the army in having the monument relocated to a suitable site within the town.

Cllr. Paul Connell requested that the December meeting of the Council take place in the Convent of Mercy, Longford, and this was agreed.   
That concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:______________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:______________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:  10th December, 2008.
 

