COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

13th February 2008 at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager


Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Apology:

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh

PRAYER

The prayer was recited by the Town Clerk.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty proposed an amendment to Standing Orders to discuss the situation which had arisen where the Mayor of the Town Council Paul Connell was not invited to a number of functions in the town which had been attended the previous day the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Mr. John Gormley.

This proposal was seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock.

Mayor Connell addressed the meeting and stated that the highest office in the town of Longford had been snubbed by the organisers of the functions and that no apology or explanation had been forthcoming.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that the Mayor was the first citizen of the town and should be first on any guest list to any function.  Cllr. Flaherty also stated that the Mayor of the town had been snubbed recently by Iarnrod Eireann at the launch of the new trains on the Dublin to Sligo line.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the snub taken with the attempt to downgrade the Town Councils should be resisted and the position of the A.M.A.I. in this regard should be supported.  

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that this was an unacceptable position for the Mayor to be snubbed in this manner.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that a protocol should be determined for all public occasions and the last of communication between Longford County Council and Longford Town Council was evident.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that she as County Mayor was privileged to represent the town and apologised to Mayor Connell on behalf of the County Council.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that the situation with Longford Local Authorities should be examined and that the Office of the Mayor should be defended at all times.

On the proposal of Mayor Paul Connell, seconded by Cllr. Christy Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting in protest and to seek an explanation from the County Council in this regard.

A vote of sympathy 

The meeting then concluded.

Signed:___________________ 


  Mayor

Signed:___________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:    12th March, 2008.   

