COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT 

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday 

14th May, 2008 at 7.30 p.m. 

Presiding:

Mayor Paul Connell

Present:

Cllr. Michael Connellan




Cllr. Brendan Farrell




Cllr. Tony Flaherty




Cllr. Brendan Gilmore




Cllr. James Keogh

Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk

Mr. Padraig Farrell, Town Engineer

Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner

Ms. Susanne Wilson, Assistant Planner

Ms. Lorraine Austin, Assistant Planner
Apology:

Mr. James Clarke, Town Manager

PRAYER
The prayer was recited by the Town Clerk.

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES     

Minutes of Monthly Meeting 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 9th April 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.
The recommendation in relation to grants for Community Groups and Organisations contained in the Minutes of General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 9th April 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell proposed that this be placed as a separate item on the agenda as that the decision of the General Purposes Committee in relation to these grants should be made on the same night of a main Council meeting and ratified.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that this system had operated for the last four years and there was no problem in this area in previous years.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that the set criteria was used by the General Purposes Committee and they had adjudicated on this matter with the best intentions.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that there should be an appeals process before the decision of the General Purposes Committee was ratified by the Council.

Cllr. Michael Connellan asked how the decisions are made and what criteria is used on amounts granted to various organisations.

Minutes of Special Meeting

The Minutes of Special Meeting of the Longford Town Council held on Wednesday 30th April 2008 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Brendan Farrell.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that media had not been invited to this meeting and asked  if there was any  response from  the Gardai  or  the H.S.E.  in relation to a 

re-scheduled meeting.

The Town Clerk informed the meeting that no further correspondence had been received in this regard.

It was agreed to re-schedule a further meeting for Wednesday 4th June 2008 at 7.30 p.m. and to invite the Gardai and the H.S.E. to this meeting.

Cllr. Brendan Gilmore stated that the Mayor should be on the Regional Task Force and it was agreed to write to the Secretary of the Task Force that this be put in place.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell stated that €2 million had been allocated nationally for combating drugs and that this was a paltry sum given the overall scale of the problem.   
Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that he had carried out some research into the area of sniffer dogs and recommended that the owners of the two night clubs in the town be written to requesting to know if they will pay for the services of trained sniffer dogs in their clubs.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that thirty new addicts went for treatment from County Longford last year and that this Council had shown that we are interested in solving the problem but unfortunately not getting any co-operation from the other agencies.  Cllr. Nolan also stated that the County Council had invited representatives of the H.S.E. to attend a meeting next month and she invited the members of the Town Council to attend at this meeting.
Mayor Paul Connell stated that Longford Town Council as a housing authority have our part to play in the solution to the problem.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that it was important to get our message across that we were serious about the drug problem in the town.
MANAGER’S  ORDERS 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members. 

PLANNING  APPLICATIONS  RECEIVED 

AND  APPEALS  TO  AN  BORD  PLEANALA 

The planning applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala were noted by the members.

Cllr. Brendan Farrell raised an issue in relation to Ref. 08/22.  This application related to the attachment of 3 No. 3.9 metre omni antenna to existing 13 metre mono-pole with associated equipment, fencing, cable and cabinet.  Cllr. Farrell asked what associated equipment meant.

Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, stated that the application did not provide for the erection of a mast but provided for the attachment of 3 No. antennae to an existing mast.

Cllr. Farrell requested that the emergency services, the Gardai, Ambulance Service and Fire Brigade who’s use the antenna was being erected for should be written to and requested to not co-locate that they should use their own equipment.   

DEPUTATION  FROM  TEFFIA  PARK  RESIDENTS  ASSOCIATION 

The Town Clerk informed the members that he had not been able to make contact with the officers of the Teffia Park Residents Association.  However, he had spoken to two people who were involved in the association and they informed him that the Residents Association had discussed the matter but were not yet in a position to form an opinion in relation to the solution to the problem.

A general discussion took place in relation to the issues involved and many of the councillors were of the view that the green area and trees should not be affected by any development.

Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that any deputation from the residents must be representative of all the residents and he stated that the simple solution to the problem was to put double yellow lines all around the green thus allowing traffic wardens enforce unauthorised parking.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Mayor Paul Connell, it was agreed to carry out a survey of all the residents in the park and the deputation from Teffia Park to meet with the Mayor, the Town Clerk and the Town Engineer to progress the matter further.
REVIEW  OF  TOWN  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN 

Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha introduced Ms. Lorraine Austin and Ms. Suzanne Wilson and Ms. Austin informed the members that the review of the Town Development Plan 2004 – 2010 set out the statutory requirements of the review of the plan and informed the members that the review related to the physical development of the town, the framework against which planning applications are assessed promotes appropriate development in appropriate areas and that the plan had a number of objectives as follows to implement that process:-
(1)
Zoning

(2)
Infrastructure 

(3)
Environment

(4)
Social, Community and Culture

(5)
Landscape character 

(6)
Protection of structures and architecture

(7)
Development and renewal

It was noted that the objectives of the plan also related to traveller accommodation, provision and improvement of amenities, reduction of major accident risk, education and child care.

Ms. Austin informed the members that Strategic Environment Assessment S.E.A. is a new process that applies to plans and programmes introduced since 2004 and S.E.A. assesses the environmental impacts that are likely to arise as a result of the implementation of the plan and that this process goes hand in hand with the town development plan process.

Finally Ms. Austin set out the review time scale for the plan as follows:-

December 2007 
-
Notice and invitation of submissions

February 2008 
-
First phase of consultation ends

March 2008 

-  
Manager’s Report on consultations submitted

June 2008 

-
Directions from elected members

August 2008 

-
Pre-Draft T.D.P. and Environmental Report

November 2008 
-
Second phase of public consultation

April 2009

-
Second Manager’s Report 

November 2009
-
New Town Development Plan with 

Environmental Report   
The members raised the following queries in relation to the Town Development Plan:-

Cllr. Brendan Farrell asked if there was a big cost involved in S.E.A. and must it be compatible with the County Development Plan.

Cllr. James Keogh stated that he agreed with the Town Centre Development.  However, he questioned the proposals in relation to traffic management in lower Main Street / Little Water Street.  Cllr. Keogh also queried planning permissions in the Ferefad area where a local applicant was refused permission.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell noted that the County Council were in the process of preparing a local area plan.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that he failed to understand why there was no recourse to the Town Council in the formulation of this plan as the Town Council are the planning authority for the area.  Cllr. Mitchell requested that more information re the southern area plan be submitted to the Council.  Cllr. Mitchell also stated that a notice containing proposed variation to the Development Plan was not submitted to the Town Council in advance of publication.  Cllr. Mitchell also stated that there was an excess of housing in the town and any future developments contained within the plan should be a lower density.  Cllr. Mitchell also requested that the growth area for housing for commercial / warehousing and the provision of education facilities be all listed out and possible locations for each.  Cllr. Mitchell requested that any variations from the present plan be listed out separately giving a reason why the amendment is being made.
Cllr. Christy Warnock stated that the development of the town and the town centre were important for business in the town and that he would not like to see any amendment to the zoning of the greyhound stadium.
Cllr. Peggy Nolan questioned the location of any zoning for education purposes and also stated that she would be against any re-zoning of the greyhound stadium.
Cllr. Michael Connellan asked what amendments the developments in the flood plane in the town will have on the zonings within the town development plan.

Mayor Paul Connell stated that he favoured the move of larger type industries to the periphery of the town boundary and noted that the installation of sewerage in the southern environs of the town must be paid for by developers.

Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner, responded to the various queries raised by the members and stated that a special meeting of the Town Council should be held to further discuss the matter in advance of going to public consultation.

The time having reached 9.30 p.m. and in accordance with Standing Orders of the Council the Mayor adjourned the meeting and it was agreed to hold the Adjourned Monthly Meeting on Wednesday 28th May 2008 at 7.30 p.m., following the meeting of the Cluid Regeneration Forum at 6.30 p.m. on the same date.       

 That concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed:_____________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:_____________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:    11th June, 2008.
