COMHAIRLE  BHAILE  LONGFOIRT

LONGFORD  TOWN  COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford Town Council held in Council Chamber, Municipal Offices, Market Square, Longford, on Wednesday
8th July, 2009 at 4.00 p.m.

Presiding:

Mayor Brendan Gilmore
Present:

Cllr. Paul Connell



Cllr. Michael Connellan



Cllr. Tony Flaherty



Cllr. James Keogh



Cllr. Alan Mitchell




Cllr. Peggy Nolan




Cllr. Mae Sexton




Cllr. Christy Warnock

In attendance:
Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager


Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Deputy Town Manager




Mr. Dan Rooney, Town Clerk






Mr. Brian McNeela, Executive Engineer 

PRAYER 

The Town Clerk recited the prayer in advance of the meeting.

Confirmation of Minutes

Confirmation of Minutes of Special

Meeting held on Wednesday 8th April 2009    

The Minutes of the Special Meeting held on Wednesday 8th April 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. James Keogh.

Confirmation  of  Minutes  of  Adjourned 

Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 6th May 2009            
The Minutes of the Adjourned Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 6th May 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Tony Flaherty, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan.

Confirmation of Minutes of Annual General 

Meeting  held on  Monday  15th June 2009            
The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Monday 15th June 2009 were confirmed and adopted on the proposal of Cllr. James Keogh, seconded by Cllr. Tony Flaherty.
Manager’s Orders 

The Manager’s Orders submitted to the Council were noted by the members.

Planning Applications received and appeals to An Bord Pleanala 

Cllr. Alan Mitchell raised planning application Ref. No. 09/25 which related to a retail development at the N4 Axis Centre.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that his views on the retail strategy were well known and this application provided for further out of town centre development.  Cllr. Mitchell requested that the retail strategy be further examined and that it be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that the retail strategy adopted by the previous Council should now be re-examined in view of the changed economic circumstances.
It was agreed to hold a special meeting on Monday 22nd July 2009 at 6 pm. To discuss this matter and to further consider the draft Longford Town Development Plan. 
In relation to planning application ref. No. 09/25, Cllr. Paul Connell stated that this proposal would provide an additional twenty to twenty five jobs in the town.  Cllr. Connell stated that planning application ref. No. 06/52 provided by the same company for an increase in their town centre store by 4,000 sq. ft. and that this development should be encouraged.

Cllr. Michael Connellan noted the increase in jobs which this application would provide and spoke in favour of the development.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that this development would provide extra jobs in the town and that it would also fill a unit which lay empty.

Cllr. Christy Warnock spoke in favour of the development at the N4 Axis Centre and welcomed the increase in the provision of further jobs in the area.

All of the members spoke of issues which concerned business in the town and spoke of the negative publicity which pervades the issue of parking and parking charges in the town.  The members considered that parking charges in this town were similar to those of any other town and the slump in retail in the town was due primarily to the downturn in the economy.  It was agreed that this matter would be further considered at the special meeting on the 22nd July 2009. 
Cllr. Tony Flaherty spoke in relation to a planning application for retention.  Cllr. Flaherty stated that developers generally have a blatant disregard for the planning laws in that development commences before any planning permission is issued and then retention permission is sought.  However, it was noted that the planning laws provided for retention permission and that the process as set out in the planning acts must be followed with all planning applications.

Town Clerk’s Report 

The Town Clerk outlined details of his report to the meeting and he informed the members as follows:-

(1) 
Matters arising from Minutes  

(i) Extinguishment of public right of way at College Park

Copy letter received from the E.S.B. enclosed. 
Cllr. Alan Mitchell declared that he had an interest in this matter as he was a resident in College Park and he left the meeting while this matter was being discussed.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the consultation process in relation to this matter had been completed and that no submissions or representations had been received other than from the E.S.B. whose network traversed the area.  In previous correspondence the E.S.B. intimated that they would strongly object to the extinguishing of the public right of way.  However, in recent correspondence they indicated their willingness to agree to the right of way being extinguished if gates were provided at either end which were lockable and safe with a key available to them.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was resolved to extinguish the public right of way at College Park.  
(ii) Taxi Stands

This matter is being referred to the Joint Policing Committee.
The Town Clerk informed the members that this matter had been referred to the Joint Policing Committee after consultation with the Superintendent of An Garda Siochana.
(iii) Entrance to Longford Shopping Centre from Main Street and 

Public lighting.
Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that he was not happy with the response from the E.S.B.  He intimated that this matter should be looked at again and this was agreed. 
Cllr. Christy Warnock raised the issue of the pedestrianisation of the entrance to Longford Centre car park from Main Street and stated that it was Council policy to pedestrianise this area.
However, it was noted that a previous agreement with Tesco prohibited this and consideration of this item was deferred for further consideration. 

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that there were a number of items outstanding from previous meetings which were not covered in “Matters arising from Minutes” and these included:-

1)
The back doors on the DPOL houses at the Park Road Housing Development.

2)
The removal of the traffic island at Farnagh Hill.

3)
Car parking at County Council property at Great Water Street.

It was agreed that a further report would be forwarded in 

relation to these matters.

(2)
Roadworks Programme  


Little Water Street 
-
Road works complete


Great Water Street 
-
Road works complete


McEoin Park

-
Road works complete


Dublin Street 
-
Provision of decorative lighting and 

undergrounding of overhead cables 

complete

The members noted the completion of the Roadworks Programme to date.
(3)
Breadens Lane Environmental Scheme


Underground services almost complete.


Paving to commence shortly.
The Town Clerk informed the members that underground services were almost complete and that paving would commence shortly.
Cllr. Mae Sexton stated that she had an interest in this area and sought direction on whether she should be present for this item.  She was informed, however, that the matter did not require her to leave the meeting.

Cllr. Christy Warnock raised an issue in relation to the laying of paving and slabs in this area.  Cllr. Warnock said it was his understanding that outside contractors were to be appointed to have this work carried out and stated that this work should be carried out by Council staff.

The Town Clerk informed the members that it was normal Council policy to sub-contract out this type of work and in the other areas where this type of work was carried out it was done by private contract.  The Town Clerk stated that the Council work men were required to carry out other work which was weather dependent and that this matter did not have any bearing on their employment.   
(4)
Projects in the Mall 


Outdoor Basketball Courts 

-
Basketball courts to be line 








marked in coming weeks.

Grass Pitch



-
Works in progress - pitch 
Seeded.
New Mall Bridge


-
Tenders returned and 

contractor now to be appointed. 

Mall Gym

-
Design/tender stage – 

deferred indefinitely.


Mall Walkway


-
Drainage ongoing. 
The Town Clerk complimented the Fás Scheme in the Mall in relation to work which they were carrying out at this location.

Cllr. Michael Connellan stated that the playground at the Mall had yet again been vandalised.  
Cllr. Tony Flaherty said the Mall should be locked at night in view of the vandalism being carried out there and it was agreed to have this matter further examined.
(5)
Willow Park Halting Site 


The Town Clerk informed the members as follows:-

Refurbishment 


-
Tender stage complete, 

waiting on approval from the Department to commence project. 

Cllr. Mae Sexton asked how many travellers were on the waiting list for this site and the Town Clerk undertook to forward this information to her and she questioned why this reconstruction work was necessary given that the previous halting site was only ten years in existence at a substantial cost to a previous Council.

The Town Clerk informed her that the present units in the halting site were not considered suitable for current use and in accordance with the Traveller Accommodation Plan prepared by Longford County Council and Longford Town Council transient sites were required to be provided and four transient sites were being provided at this location.

Cllr. Michael Connellan requested that an awkward bend at this location might be included in the proposed works and it was agreed to have this matter examined. 

The members noted the approved budget costs of the scheme was €1.8 million.

The Town Clerk also stated that the previous Council had made a decision to form a sub-committee to administer the affairs of the halting site when it was completed and it was agreed that this would be done.  He also stated that since the previous development was completed the Council now employed a part-time Housing Liaison Officer, a Social Worker and the Rent Collector’s duties had been amended to include supervision of Council houses and estates and that this work would be ongoing in the administration of the site.    
Cllr. Paul Connell stated that caravans had been illegally parked at this area and it was agreed to refer this matter to the Joint Policing Committee. 

(6)
Rapid Works 


McEoin Park


-
Gates Railing Scheme complete.

-
Construction of wall around 

OPDs complete.

-
Provision of railings around 

soccer pitch to commence shortly.

-
Extend boundaries of a number 

of houses in McEoin Park to 

eliminate dumping areas 
and alleyways.  Consultation 
with residents is ongoing. 

(7)
Housing


(a)
Disabled Persons Grants
-
3 complete







-
2 at design/tender stage


(b)
Refurbishment Projects
-
2 in progress







-
7 not yet started 

The Town Clerk informed the members that approximately seventy visitors will arrive from Sparks to attend the Banjo Festival at the end of September.

The Town Clerk also informed the members that draft proposals had been submitted by the County Council in relation to work at the Cathedral Junction.  He informed the members that the project had been scaled down because of lack of finance and he undertook to circulate a copy of the proposals to the members.  It was noted that this matter would be on the Agenda for the September Meeting of the Council.       
General Purposes Committee – Apointment of 3 Members 

It was unanimously agreed that the Mayor, Cllr. Brendan Gilmore, Cllr. Tony Flaherty and Cllr. Peggy Nolan would sit on the General Purposes Committee.  

Backstage Theatre – Appointment of 1 Member 

The Town Clerk informed the members that the Council representation on the Backstage Theatre Company would be two members and Cllr. James Keogh was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Peggy Nolan.

Cllr. Tony Flaherty was proposed by Cllr. Michael Connellan and seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell.

Cllr. Mae Sexton enquired why the Council was being represented on the Backstage Theatre Company and Cllr. Peggy Nolan stated that local authorities generally would provide funding for all theatres and the arts in future as the Arts Council would not be in a position to do so.

Revised Roads Programme 2009 

The Town Clerk informed the members that a revised regional and local road grant allocation had been received from the Department of Transport and this reduced the grant by €110,000 and that it was necessary to reduce the programme by that same amount.  A revised programme for 2009 was submitted to the meeting in which projects at Abbeycartron Lane and the Demesne Lane had been omitted and with small savings in other projects the saving of €110,000 would be realised.

On the proposal of Cllr. Peggy Nolan, seconded by Cllr. Michael Connellan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the revised Roads Programme for 2009 and to prioritise the Demesne Lane and Abbeycartron Lane in the next programme being prepared.

Cllr. Peggy Nolan requested that a priority programme for ramps be prepared and it was agreed to have this for the next meeting of the Council.                                                                                              
Section 183 Notice – Property at Great Water Street 

Cllr. Alan Mitchell proposed that the development should not go ahead and this seconded by Cllr. Mae Sexton.  Cllr. Mitchell stated that we don’t know the value of the properties and therefore should not be disposing of them and he questioned could this not be done by way of letter of consent.        
Mr. Ciaran Murphy informed the members that three of these properties had been acquired through the compulsory purchase order procedure and that they were now being disposed of to the developers.  He informed the members that the compensation payable to the Council in respect of these properties would be the agreed sale price and or the price agreed by an arbitrator.  Mr. Murphy stated that this matter could not be dealt with by a consent letter as the developers had draft contracts in place and could only source finance when these were completed.

The County Manager, Mr. Tim Caffrey, stated that these properties were in derelict condition and this development would rejuvenate what was a run down area.  He stated that the valuation got by the Council in respect of these properties was below what the Council would be getting for them.  He further stated that the developers needed certainty in relation to this matter and that they were prepared to honour the valuation and C.P.O. process.

The Town Clerk informed the members that the C.P.O. process had been finalised in that Notice to Treat had been served on the respective parties and once that is done Notice of Entry can be served thus allowing the Council to enter into the properties. 
A counter proposal was made by Cllr. Christy Warnock, which was seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, that the disposal proceed and a vote took place.
The voting resulted as follows:-

For the disposal:-
Cllr. Nolan, Cllr. Connellan, Cllr. Flaherty, Cllr. Connell, Cllr. Gilmore and Cllr. Warnock.

Against the disposal:-
Cllr. Mitchell and Cllr. Sexton.


Cllr. Keogh abstained.

On the proposal of Cllr. Christy Warnock, seconded by Cllr. Paul Connell, it was 

resolved to dispose of the properties in accordance with the terms of the notice 

served.

Date for Meeting to consider the Manager’s 

Report – Draft Longford Town Development Plan  

It was agreed that this meeting would take place on the 22nd July 2009 at 6 pm. 

together with the Special Meeting in relation to the Retail Strategy.

It was also agreed that the next meeting of the Joint Policing Committee would 

take place on Thursday 30th July 2009 at 4.30 pm. 

In accordance with Standing Orders the time permitted for conclusion of the meeting was reached and the remaining items were deferred for further consideration.  However, Standing Orders were suspended on the proposal of Mayor Gilmore, seconded by Cllr. Connell to allow discussion on the following matter:- 
Cllr. Paul Connell raised the issue of three workmen with the Town Council 

who’s contracts were not being renewed from the end of the month.  Cllr. Connell

stated that it was regrettable that these contracts were not renewed as these were valuable men to the Council and Cllr. Connell asked what would now happen in relation to the work which these men carry out. 

The Town Clerk informed him that this work would be contracted out to private contractors if finance was available to carry out the work.

Cllr. Connell asked if these three men might be considered for this contract work and he was informed that they would be considered if they could provide the appropriate tax certificates. 
Cllr. Tony Flaherty stated that a rate had been struck last year and a budget approved on the proviso that all staff would be retained.

Cllr. Alan Mitchell stated that this Council had earlier spoken about promoting 

jobs and we were sending out the wrong message in relation to our own staff.

Mayor Gilmore regretted the loss of these men to the Council and the expertise 

which went with their employment.

Mr. Tim Caffrey, County Manager, addressed the meeting and he informed the 

members that the three men who were being let go were three excellent workers.  

He stated that altogether approximately thirty people who were on contract with 

Longford Local Authorities had been let go and he stated that it was not within 

his remit but that he was implementing a directive from the Department of 

Finance in this matter.  The County Manager informed the members that he had sought a derogation to run the Council as he saw fit and he noted the cuts which had already been made in the Roads Grant and in the Local Government Fund.

All of the members present regretted the situation which the County Manager outlined and paid substantial tributes to the men who were now being let go.  However, it was noted that nothing further could be done in view of the Department of Finance directive.

That concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed:____________________ 


  Mayor 

Signed:____________________ 


  Town Clerk

Dated:  22nd  September, 2009.       
